EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

2 SEPTEMBER 2003

ADOPTION OF THE PARISH CHARTER FOR WEST SOMERSET AREA

Report of the National Park Officer

Purpose of Report:
To consider the response of the Authority to the invitation from West Somerset District Council to include
clear references to Exmoor National Park Authority in the proposed new Parish Charter for the West
Somerset area.

Legal Implications including Human Rights Act 1998:
Not a statutory requirement for the National Park Authority.

Financial Implications:
No financial implications.

National Park Purposes:
Specific commitment to relevant aspects of the Parish Charter would reflect the Authority’s
commitment to its duty to foster social and economic wellbeing of local communities.

RECOMMENDATION:

Members SUPPORT the principle of inclusion of the Authority where relevant within the Parish
Charter for West Somerset AUTHORISE the National Park Officer to agree appropriate wording with
West Somerset District Council.

1.1

1.2

INTRODUCTION

As part of the modernising government agenda, District and County Councils have been
encouraged to consider ways to work more effectively with the town and parish councils
within their respective areas. Whilst National Park Authorities have not been specifically
required to enter into similar formal undertakings with towns and parishes, it has been
suggested that it would be appropriate for this Authority to adopt the relevant commitments
within the proposed Parish Charter for West Somerset.

The draft Parish Charter is attached and there are many aspects of the Charter that this
Authority is likely to wish to endorse. If the Authority wishes to support entry into the
Charter in principle it is proposed that the National Park Officer should work with West
Somerset District Council to agree a revised form of words that reflect the Authority’s
commitment to close working with Parish and Town Councils within the National Park area.

Nigel Stone
National Park Officer
21 August 2003
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