EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

2 SEPTEMBER 2003

MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Purpose of Report:

To receive updates and reports on meetings and events attended by Members as representatives of
the National Park Authority

2.1

Meeting of the South West Regional Assembly (SWRA) 11 July 2003
Report from Arabella Amory

Points most relevant to the NPAs.

Re-organisation of the Steering/Advisory Groups. These are taking on most of the work
involved in the two statutory roles of the SWRA which are to produce the Regional Spatial
Strategy (RSS), which will include sub-regional planning, and monitoring the work of the
Regional Development Agency (RDA).

ENPA has negotiated on behalf of both NPAs in the Region to retain their membership of the
RSS Steering Group (non-voting) and a letter has been sent to the Chief Executive of the
SWRA to confirm this. In the same letter we have requested membership of one other group,
the Regional Futures Group. This will mean changing the Constitution, so watch this space.

The SWRA response to the Governments Consultation Paper on ‘A Modern Regional Policy
for the UK’. Concerns have been voiced over Structural Funds after EU enlargement in 2006.
Proposals to target resources to the poorer member states may mean less support for areas
which currently have Objective 1 or 2 eligibility. The Assembly ask that the Government
consider how the economic recovery, which has been progressed in the Region’s Obj 1 and 2
areas under current programmes, can be sustained. It also asks for clarification of how, in the
process of regional devolution, the regional policy would be implemented in those English
Regions where there is no directly elected Assembly/Chamber. They urge the Government to
ensure the SW Region would not be disadvantaged. It is important that the reforms to the EU
Cohesion policy and Structural Funds respect the different regional structures and that the
regions are given the freedom and flexibility to set priorities for expenditure.

RSS Sub-regional Planning. Sub-regional Planning within the RSS is still being discussed.
At present it is proposed to retain the 4 broad sub-divisions based on the RPG for the SW
(RPG 10). These are north, centre, south east and west. There will also be city sub-regions.
However, there is still divided opinion as to whether there will be a planning policy deficit for
the rural areas and this needs to be discussed further. Maybe consideration should be given to
creating a sub-region for NPs and AONBs. (Cornwall is still pushing to be a sub-region on its
own).

Council for National Parks (CNP) Council Meeting 17 July 2003
Report from Arabella Amory

This was the CNP AGM and the Chairman, Angus Lunn, stepped down after serving for
10 years. Kate Ashbrook was elected in his place.
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Items of interest from the agenda: Lady Knollys, Chairman of the Broads Authority, has
stepped down after 16 years, 6 of which she served as Chairman.

Thanks to lobbying by CNP, ANPA and the Minister for Rural Affairs, Alun Michael,
Ordnance Survey Explorer maps will now have National Park boundaries identified by dotted
lines. (OS had planned to omit NP and Parish boundaries from their new maps).

Some Parks are having problems with large-scale charity fund-raising events which are
having a detrimental and damaging effect on the environment, including villages. The Lake
District NPA reported a joint effort with the Institute of Fundraising and National Trust to try
to persuade large charities not to run their events during the summer months. The Institute of
Fundraising first introduced its Code of Fundraising practice on Outdoor Challenge Events in
1999 in partnership with ANPA and there has been an awareness campaign urging charity
organisers to follow the code.

The approaching date for the final implementation of the compulsory 10 mph speed limit on
Windermere continues to focus public and media attention on events on the lake.

The Peak District NPA has a ‘Moors for the Future’ initiative. Since the announcement last
autumn the Authority has had to deal with a spate of serious fires, which underlines the need
for a co-ordinated approach to the care of the moorlands. The restoration project has started
with a helicopter being used to spread lime and fertiliser over areas of bare peat to help
prepare them for re-generation and encourage plant growth. This will be followed by a
revolutionary seeding technique which involves the helicopter ‘broadcasting’ heather seeds
embedded in pellets of re-cycled paper pulp to help them anchor to the bare peat.

The Peak District NPA has a new Chief Executive, Jim Dixon, who replaces Chris Harrison
who has retired.

Pembrokeshire Coast NPA has a major leisure development application on its doorstep and
within its boundaries. CNP requested the Bluestone proposal be called in by the National
Assembly for determination. (We have since heard the Assembly have decided against doing
this). If the application is given permission it will have far-reaching consequences for all
National Parks.

Snowdonia NPA have asked cyclists to stay off Snowdon’s bridleways between 10.0 am and
5.0 pm from 1 May till 30 September in an attempt to avoid accidents. Some cyclists were
carrying out timed descents of the mountain at high speed. The Authority has also established
monthly planning surgeries in 4 towns within its boundaries in order to improve its service to
the public.

We had a report by Friends of the Lake District on ‘Reducing the Impact of Overhead Wires
in NPs’. It advised on lobbying, influencing and creating awareness with electricity
distribution companies, planners, DTI, OFGEM, local NGOs and Parishes. It also suggested
each company set aside funds for undergrounding wires in sensitive areas.

The CNP Corporate Forum: Membership of this is expanding. The newest company wishing
to join is The Outdoor Group Ltd. The group comprises several of the country’s leading
outdoor retail chains, including Blacks, Millets and Free Spirit. They have approximately 350
stores nationwide. This would be a good association for CNP and the NPs, using the
company’s customer base to raise awareness of NPs, the issues and purposes, to a wider
audience.

CNP has set up a steering group to consider its role in the issue of Land Management within
National Parks.

‘Our Finest Countryside — Its Role in Rural Revival’ Seminar 16 July 2003
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Report from Arabella Amory (Nigel Stone also attended)

This seminar was a follow on from the one that was held last year and was again chaired by
the Minister for Rural Affairs, Alun Michael.

The broad theme was relationships and partnerships between the Regional Development
Agencies, Government Offices, DEFRA etc and the Protected Areas (NPAs and AONBs). It
was well attended . In Alun Michael’s own words ‘The purpose is to get the RDAs thinking
about our most beautiful countryside and to get the National Parks and AONBs more engaged
in the economies in these areas, together pointing the way towards sustainable development’.

Following the ‘Regional Statements of Intent’ that were drawn up last year this seminar was a
way of sharing practical experiences including tourism issues, the regional agenda and
generally reporting on progress.

In the written reports from each region it became obvious that some were making better
progress than others. In the South West, ANPA commented that the ‘Statement’ was long on
relationships and short on real action’, and adds ‘This may be because of the large number of
protected landscapes the RDA has to deal with’ (2 NPs and 12 AONBs). However, Dartmoor
and Exmoor NPAs are preparing a joint bid to the RDA relating to tourism (Rural
Renaissance) and this may help to establish a working framework for action. The AONBs
reported little progress and being rebuffed by the RDA when trying to engage with them in an
Action Plan for rural revival initiatives.

We had presentations with examples of projects resulting from partnership funding. These
included a Fell Farming Traineeship in the Lake District and Produce Branding by Producers
from Surrey Hills AONB. We had presentations on tourism and sustainable development
from the RDA, National Parks and AONB perspectives. We discussed the sharing of good
practice through better communications, the difficulties of branding, skilful marketing,
managing expectations, the need for high quality accommodation, good transport and a warm
welcome. In other words, the importance of pulling things together to create a good
experience for the visitor.

We had a talk by Graham Taylor (Northumberland NPO) on the Regional Dimension —
Protected Areas in Devolved England. In it he asked the question ‘What is the role of
Protected Areas in the devolved England?’ He stressed that everything was becoming more
‘regional’ — partnerships need to be formed, NPAs need to reach out as decisions were being
made now which will affect them. He said some people are cynical about the regional agenda
because they think its an urban agenda. Tourism was now the responsibility of the RDAs and
some time in the not too distant future we may have to clarify the relationships of the NPAs
and the new elected Regional Assemblies.

Nigel and I made contact with the officer representative from the SW RDA, Diana
Mompoloki who was friendly and helpful and made some suggestions as to how we could
make contacts and work together in the future.

If anyone would like further information on the above reports please contact Arabella Amory, Deputy
Chairman of the Exmoor National Park Authority.
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5.2 Issues to be addressed could be:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7
8)
9)

The necessity for speed limits and their relevance in urban and rural areas.
The balance between community needs thie needs of the travelling public.
The relationship between speed and route hierarchy and economic impacts.
The relative effectiveness of mandatory and advisory limits.

The effect of speed with respect to accidents, severance and intimidation.
The need to relate lower speewilis to specific times of day.

The relationship betwedawer speed limits and the built environment.

The extent of speed limits and the necessity or not for buffer zones.
Whether ‘signs and lines’ are effectigentrols without engineering measures.

5.3 Conclusions of the Commission’s hearings to be presented to the E & T Policy Panel on
24 November 2003 and the Executive Board on 3 December 2003.

If anyone would like further information on the above two reports please contact Alan Collins,
Member of the Exmoor National Park Authority.
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