EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

4 FEBRUARY 2003

INVITATION FOR THE AUTHORITY TO BECOME A MEMBER OF THE GROUP OF
MOST SPARSELY POPULATED COUNCILS (SPARSE)

Report of the National Park Officer

Purpose of Report:
To consider an invitation to become a member of the SPARSE group of local authorities.

Legal Implications including Human Rights Act 1998:

S61 — Environment Act 1995

Financial Implications:

Membership fee of £625 per annum (50% of full Local Authority rate)

National Park Purposes:

SPARSE campaigns on a range of issues relating to service provision and funding in rural areas,
particularly the inclusion of rural measures in the Government’s grant distribution formula. These
concerns relate to this Authority’s duty to foster social and economic well-being.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

To CONSIDER the invitation to become a member of the Group of Most Sparsely Populated Councils

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 SPARSE - the Sparsity Partnership for Authorities delivering Rural Services — currently has
more than fifty members from among County and District Councils in England. The Group is
cross party and membership is targeted at those authorities with a population density of two
persons per hectare or less but is open to others with sparsity interests. The National Park
Authorities in England and Wales have recently been invited to join the group at a lower
membership fee. A copy of the prospectus accompanying the invitation is attached to this
report — Appendix 1.
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