EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
3 SEPTEMBER 2002
DEFRA REVIEW OF ENGLISH NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITIES

Report of the National Park Authority

Purpose of Report:

To seek members views on a response to the recent review of English National Park Authorities undertaken
by DEFRA.

Legal and Human Rights Act 1998 Implications:
Environment Act 1995.

Financial Implications:

None.

National Park Objectives:

Principally objective 22/3
RECOMMENDATION:

Members are asked to NOTE the main findings of the Review and AGREE a response to the seven
recommendations subject to consultation by the Minister for Rural Affairs.

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 All members should have received a copy of the ‘Review of English National Park Authorities
published by DEFRA in July 2002. The Review is an extremely important document that will
have a significant influence on the development of National Park Authorities over the next few
years.

1.2 The Review is generally very positive about the role of National Park Authorities and contains
54 recommendations aimed at improving NPA effectiveness. A schedule setting out the
Review recommendations is attached at Appendix 1.

2. CONSULTATION

2.1 The Minister for Rural Affairs has invited responses on seven of the Review
recommendations:

e The appropriate level of delegation of planning cases to officers in National Park
Authorities (recommendation 11);
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e Whether Park Authorities should have statutory responsibility for rights of way, and if so,
where the line should be drawn (recommendation 14);

¢ Reforming the membership to limit the size and change the mix of national, local authority
and parish appointees (recommendation 22);

e The practicalities of introducing an independent chair (recommendation 24);

¢ Continuity of parish and local authority appointees (recommendation 29);

* Amending the members’ code of conduct (recommendation 32);

e Park Authorities being wholly funded by direct grant from DEFRA (recommendation 46).

2.2 Members are invited to consider the recommendations set out above and any other points that
the Authority wishes to make to the Minister in relation to the review.

Dr Nigel Stone
National Park Officer
20 August 2002
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