
T:\WP\ENPC\ENPA\2003\a0307.009.doc 1 
 

 

 A 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 
 
22 JULY 2003 
 
COUNTRYSIDE AND RIGHTS OF WAY ACT 2000  
 
DRAFT ACCESS MAP RESPONSE 
 
Report of the Head of Recreation & Tourism  
 
Purpose of Report:   
 
To RECOMMEND a response on behalf of the Authority to the Countryside Agency’s draft Maps of 
registered common land and open country.  Land ultimately classified as registered common land and open 
country will become access land on foot.  

 
Legal Implications including Human Rights Act 1998: 
 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 
 
Financial Implications: 
 
These have been addressed in the current budget. 
 
National Park Objectives: 
 
Objective 13/3:  To encourage and enable the public to enjoy access to open country for quiet 
enjoyment (and where possible to extend such opportunities), while having due regard to the interests 
of nature conservation and farming. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
To AGREE the proposed response on behalf on Exmoor National Park Authority to the Countryside 
Agency’s draft maps of registered common land and open country. 
  
  
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 On 13 May 2003 the Countryside Agency issued maps in draft form of registered common 

land and open country for Area 6 (Southwest) that includes Exmoor National Park. 
 
1.2 As required by Section 4 of the Access to the Countryside (Maps in Draft Form) (England) 

Regulations 2001, the National Park Authority has been formally invited to make 
representations to the Countryside Agency with respect to the showing of, or failure to show, 
any area of land on the map in draft form as registered common land or open country. 

 
1.3 All sections of the National Park Authority have been invited to submit comments on the draft 

maps to the Recreation Manager, as have Authority members and the Local Access Forum. 
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1.4 The Draft Maps have been on display at the National Park Authority Visitor Centre in 

Dulverton, and by arrangement in Lynton Library in the North West of the Park.  Exmoor 
National Park Authority has also written to all Parish Council Clerks offering an officer of the 
Authority to attend their meeting, as well as giving publicity via the Authority’s local 
newspaper ‘Parklife’ and various liaison meetings. 

 
 
2. EXMOOR LOCAL ACCESS FORUM (ELAF) 
 
2.1  The Exmoor Local Access Forum has provided the recommendations and guidance to the 

National Park Authority in Appendix 1.  The Forum’s final response will be formulated after 
Exmoor National Park Authority’s response is available and in light of any comments copied 
to the Local Access Forum by Parish Councils and individuals. 

 
2.2 The Exmoor Local Access Forum has ensured maximum draft map consultation publicity, 

explaining the significance of the current stage in the process of defining areas of land over 
which the public will have a right of access on foot.  Letters have been sent on behalf of the 
Forum to all parish councils within the National Park encouraging them to respond to the 
consultation exercise and offering advice from staff of the National Park Authority.  A press 
release has also been issued, which was published in all local newspapers, encouraging the 
public to respond to the consultation process and requesting that copies of comments are sent 
to the Forum to assist it in making its own response to the Countryside Agency. 

  
 
3. PROPOSED RESPONSE 
 
3.1 The suggested response of Exmoor National Park Authority to the Countryside Agency is set 

out in Appendix 2.  Comments on individual parcels of land are shown in Appendix 3 (to 
follow). 
 

 
 
 
 
  
Paul Hawkins 
Recreation Management Officer 
 
22 July 2003 
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4 One area of concern in the consultation exercise is the possibility that some 
landowners will not have received letters sent by the Countryside Agency because 
they are not on the DEFRA landholdings mailing list.  Letters were also issued 
wrongly some months ago, quoting the date for responding to consultation in area 3 
(Exmoor is in area 6).  This may have led to landowners discarding the second 
(correct) letter. 

 
5 The Forum believes that comment on the detail of individual parcels of land is best 

left to individual landowners, those with a legal interest in the land, user groups, 
parish councils and members of the general public.  Individual members of the Forum 
are familiar with only relatively few areas of the National Park and it is, therefore 
impossible for the Forum to achieve a consensus view on individual areas shown as 
open country (or which have not been shown but should be).  However, members of 
the Forum may comment on the Draft Maps in their own right. 

 


