ITEM 12

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

26 APRIL 2005

MEMBERS’ REPORTS

Purpose of Report:

To receive updates and reports on meetings and events attended by Members as representatives of the
National Park Authority.

1.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

DEFRA New Guidance for Authorities — report from Arabella Amory

On 23 March 2005 at Portcullis House, Rural Affairs Minister Alun Michael launched new
guidance notes titled ‘Duties on relevant authorities to have regard to the purposes of National
Parks, Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads’. This is a
strengthening of the statutory duties already provided for in existing countryside Acts.
Specifically, the guidance states that ‘in exercising or performing any functions in relation to,
or so as to affect, land’ in these areas, relevant authorities ‘shall have regard to their
purposes’.

This will:

e Provide clarity for key bodies and organisations with a statutory duty to have regard for
protected landscapes.

¢ Improve understanding and awareness of those bodies’ responsibilities and

e Offer advice on how best to demonstrate compliance

The guidance reflects the fact that a diverse range of bodies have a direct influence on
protected areas, not just in terms of the environment but on issues of transport, housing, social
and economic activity, development and planning. It also recognises that these bodies often
operate outside these areas but nonetheless have an impact on them, and that to fulfill the
purposes of their designation relies on effective collaborative working.

Included in the notes is a list of authorities, government departments, bodies and
organisations subject to these duties, although it stresses this list is not exhaustive.

Alun Michael gave a short speech explaining the background and purpose of the launch. He
also announced that the name of the new integrated agency will be Natural England with the
strapline ‘For People, Places and Nature’. (If we thought that was bad name, he said, we
should have seen the other suggestions!) This was, in effect, a farewell speech, signing off as
Rural Affairs Minister with a view to the general election. Tony Hams, on behalf of ANPA,
replied and thanked the Minister for all he had done for National Parks and the interest he had
taken over the years. Kate Ashbrook thanked him on behalf of the voluntary sector and
Mike Taylor echoed thanks on behalf of the AONBs.

If anyone would like any further information please contact Arabella Amory, Deputy Chairman of the Exmoor National
Park Authority.
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Louise Waring leads an ODPM contract with RTPI on community involvement in planning. She
welcomed the requirement for a ‘Statement of Community Involvement’ in the new planning
legislation and encouraged NPAs to identify the communities in the National Park, the barriers to
their involvement in forward planning and ways to overcome these barriers.

Chris France provided an excellent overview of the experience with Planning for Real on Exmoor.

Martin Fitton summed up.



