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EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

 
27 April 2004 

 
Report of Chairman of the Standards Committee 

 
 
1 At its meeting on 2 March 2004 the Committee considered a report from the Authority’s solicitor on 

the Local Code of good practice on the conduct of members in making planning decisions.  A copy of 
that report and the Local Code is attached at Appendix A. 

 
2 The Committee adopted the Solicitors Report and hence some minor changes to the Code are 

recommended to the Authority. 
 
3 The recommended changes are these: 
 
 Local Code of Good Practice para 9  add new sub pages (d) and (e) as follows: 
  

(d) At all site meetings the Chairman will take care to ensure that individual members or groups of 
members do not hold or enter into any discussion with applicants, objectors or other interested 
party separate from the main meeting itself.  Everything that is said at a site meeting must be heard 
by all parties in attendance.  In his circular letter covering site visits the Member Services Officer 
will advise all parties attending the meeting of this procedure. 

 
(e) To avoid any appearance of favouritism to either the applicant(s), objector(s) or other interested 

parties members must not:  
 
(i) exhibit familiarity with an applicant, objector or other interested party at a meeting of the 

Planning Committee, immediately before it, during and immediately afterwards. 
 
(ii) travel alone with one party to an application site visit be it either the applicant, the objector or 

an interested party. 
 

Notes of Planning Committee Site Visits  (the annex to the Local Code)   
 
add the following sentence at the end of para 3 (a) 
 
“The Chairman will emphasise that everything said at a site meeting should be heard by all in 
attendance and that “side meetings” and individual discussions with only a few in attendance must not 
take place.” 

 
4 The Committee also discussed how the Local Code works in practice and adopted the solicitor’s 

recommendations that some further training on best practice should take place.  A session has been 
arranged following the conclusion of the Planning Committee’s next meeting on Tuesday 4 May.  
Members will be expected to attend.   Lunch will be provided on the conclusion of the training session 
which should last no more than one hour. 

 
 

Mike Taylor 
Chairman 
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considered all the evidence and arguments.  To do otherwise both undermines the Authority’s 
credibility and could have legal and conduct implications.  In writing to Authority Members, I 
advised any Member who had already made up his/her mind and relayed that view to the 
applicant or an objector to declare an interest in the application and take no further part in its 
determination. 

 
2.2 I have considered whether the Local Code should be amended but concluded that, subject to 

one point, the Code is clear and adequate.  The one amendment which might usefully be made 
is some additional wording to strengthen para 9 (c) about speaking to applicants and other 
interested persons.  In addition to existing advice, Members should avoid being alone with 
and travelling with one party to the exclusion of others.  To travel with an applicant or an 
objector alone gives the impression of support for that person and can be misunderstood.  
Members need to be particularly careful not only to avoid any impropriety but also to avoid 
the appearance of impropriety. 

 
3.0 TRAINING 
 
3.1 Members have already received a number of training sessions on conduct matters but a 

further short session on the question of lobbying is, I believe, timely and necessary following 
the recent complaint.  An hour’s session would be ample and could be arranged at the 
conclusion of a monthly meeting of Planning Committee.  I so recommend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Whitcutt  
Solicitor & Monitoring Officer 
13 February 2004  
 
 
Background papers on which this report, or an important part of it are based, constitute the list of background 
papers required by Section 100 D (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 to be open to members of the public 
comprise:- 
 
“Local Code of Good Practice in Making Planning Decisions” (Feb 2003) 
 
 

 
 
 

 


