EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY
22 July 2003
PINKERY RENEWABLE ENERGY SCHEME

Report of the Head of Education and Interpretation

Purpose of Report:

To update Members on the Pinkery Renewable Energy Scheme

Legal Implications:

None

Human Rights Act 1998 Implications:

None

Financial Implications:

None as a result of this report

National Park Purposes:

Promoting understanding; NPMP objectives 16/1, 16/2, 16/3, 16/4
Renewable energy; NPMP objective 8/5

Sustainable development; NPMP objective i

RECOMMENDATION:

Members are recommended to NOTE the contents of the report.

1. INTRODUCTION

Members will be aware of the renewable energy developments at the Pinkery Centre for Outdoor

Education (the Pinkery Renewable Energy Scheme — PRES).

The attached reports, prepared by Alan Bailey, Head of Pinkery Centre for Outdoor Education, update
Members on the current situation at the conclusion of PRES III and the recent award of Eco Centre

status.

Tim Braund
Head of Education and Interpretation
25June 2003

Background papers on which this report, or an important part of it are based, constitute the list of background
papers required by Section 100 D (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 to be open to members of the public

comprise:-

Pinkery Renewable Energy Scheme, March 2003 (Alan Bailey)

T:\WP\ENPC\Resources\res0307.001.doc



C. The Educational Implications

‘PRES’ has had an educational function in several ways, particularly when viewed alongside
the Simonbath Sawmill

» ‘Formal’ Education

All residential visitors to Pinkery are now subjected to blasts of enthusiasm from
Centre staff extolling the virtues of our system, and its purpose in reducing fossil
fuel consumption. At its simplest it is based on our ‘mantra’

“Save the planet, switch off the light”

but it is also central to the EcoCentre concept, which demands full participation by
all Centre staff and visitors

It has been a stimulus for individual work projects on Renewable Energy by
groups and individual pupils using the Centre

» Informal Education
There have been a number of unexpected spin-offs, affecting a variety of people

Centre Staff

All staff based at Pinkery, including professional and maintenance staff, have
become positively missionary about renewable energy (and about the wider
environment, for example Pat Owen has provided (at her own expense) a range
of bird feeders, all are members of our EcoCentre committee, which meets
regularly under the chairmanship of Matt Laughton to review ways in which we
can further reduce of detrimental impact)

The Authority

Staff, and Committee members, have been involved in many ways in the process,
and have shared much new knowledge, for example David Whyborn used our
roof as an example of the issues involved, at a recent Planning Conference.
Other groups and bodies

We have been visited by a number of groups including DNPA members, RDA, the
Environment Agency, the National Trust. SCC members are to visit shortly.
Students

A number of students, mostly at undergraduate or post-graduate level, who are
researching use of renewables, have visited the Centre to see the system

The Exmoor Community

We have become a point of reference for people seeking information on the
possibilities of using renewable sources of power. | have received several phone
calls from local people seeking information (and have even been able to help
some of them 1)

The wider public

It has been fascinating talking, in the field, to members of the general public, and
hearing their reactions to the turbine. This process should be further facilitated by
the imminent arrival of the Interpretation Board.




