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From: Martin Palmer

Sent: 24 July 2006 10:41

To: 'Hilary Winter'

Subject: FW: Regional Spatial Strategy
Importance: High

Hilary,

The response of the Exmoor Local Access Forum is to support the comments you have made in
the draft response. | was also asked to point out the importance of Exmoor National Park for
horse riding. A survey undertaken by the West Somerset Bridleways Association in the West
Somerset part of the National Park showed 35 riders and 70 horses per parish indicating the
significant numbers involved in horse riding in this area. The problem is that the rights of way
network established in the 1950s requires the use of many roads, which now carry substantial
and faster traffic, which poses safety implications for those needing to ride horses along them.
The National Park Authority, through its Rights of Way Improvement Plan, is seeking to assist the
situation and many routes avoiding the use of busy roads are being promoted by the West
Somerset Bridleways Association. However, as always there is the resources issue.

Hilary - we hope that you can take this issue forward both in the response to the RSS and in any
future opportunities that arise.

Thanks

Martin

Martin Palmer

Secretary, Exmoor Local Access Forum

Tel. Direct Line: 01398 322218

Email: MPalmer@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk
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Comments from Jeff Cox, Member of the Exmoor.ocal Access Forum, on the South West
Coast Path Draft Strategy 2006-2011

There is a general satisfaction with the path as it is now as 97% of the respondents to the 2005
user survey said that they were at least fairly happy; not bad for 630 miles!

Having walked the majority of the path in the Exmoor National Park, either recreationally or in
the course of voluntary work for the ENPA, including those sections which only have permitted
rights, | cannot see that there should be many changes on that section.

It is my understanding that there are certain sections of the path which do not meet with universal
approval, or maybe it's merely a case of some bodies being more vociferous than others, although
this would appear to be on the more southerly and more populated parts of the path.

There is a move afoot by some of the aforementioned to gain access to the coast in the UK as a
whole to which many object as there would be intrusion on the privacy of many property owners.

Jeff Cox



