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Right: The remains of several
lime-kilns are reminders of when
lime was brought by boat and 
kiln-heated for farming use.

Welcome to
PORLOCK MARSH

6 things not to miss...
See map overleaf for locations

Where to find out more

A fascinating place 
that changes daily 
with the tides and 
where the boundary 
between sea and land 
is dynamic and evolving.

Exmoor National Park
Porlock Marsh is situated in Exmoor National Park,
a unique landscape of moorland, woodland, valleys
and farmland, shaped by people and nature over
thousands of years. Where high cliffs plunge into the
Bristol Channel, and cosy pubs and tearooms offer
delicious local produce. 

On Exmoor it is still possible to find tranquillity and
peace as well as rediscover your sense of adventure;
to catch a glimpse of wild red deer, be amazed by dark
skies full of stars, and explore villages full of character.

Where to stay
Local accommodation, as well as events listings and
attractions, can be found online at 
www.visit-exmoor.co.uk. To help keep Exmoor
special you can also search for green accredited
accommodation.A brochure can also be requested
via the site or by calling 01643 702624.

Dulverton National Park Centre
7-9 Fore Street, Dulverton, TA22 9EX
Tel 01398 323841

Dunster National Park Centre
Dunster Steep, TA24 6SE
Tel 01643 821835

Lynmouth National Park Centre
Lynmouth Pavilion, The Esplanade, 
Lynmouth, EX35 6EQ
Tel 01598 752509 Left: Reminders of less peaceful

times, there are several pillboxes
along the coast 

Right: The War Memorial
commemorating the crew of the
Liberator bomber which crashed on
the marsh during World War II.

Left: The remains of the old
decoy-man’s house, more recently
used as a linhay barn for cattle to
shelter in.

Left: Oyster beds/submerged
forest etc.
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Right: The breach was caused when
the tail-end of Hurricane “Lili” hit 
the coast in October 1996 and 
punched a hole in the shingle ridge.
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Porlock Marsh sits at the heart of the Vale of Porlock, which is also home to…
Porlock Village
This busy village is one of the
largest on Exmoor and has a long
history of settlement and a great
selection of shops, pubs, cafés,
accommodation and places to visit.
The church dating from the 13th
century is dedicated to 
St Dubricius and the village has a
Visitor Centre where you can
discover more.

Porlock Weir
With its tiny harbour, originally
built in the 15th century and
wonderful views across the bay to
Hurlstone Point, Porlock Weir is
one of the most picturesque spots
on Exmoor. Once famous for its
oysters, a recent project is today
working to ensure that people can
once again enjoy these local
delicacies.

Bossington
Famous for their tall chimneys, and
bread ovens, the charming cottages
that make up the hamlet of
Bossington line the single street
that leads down towards the marsh
and the sea beyond. Why not visit
the lovely tea room and nearby
Exmoor Hawk & Owl Centre.
Bossington is part of the National
Trust’s Holnicote Estate.

Ongoing attempts to drain the
marsh - construction of the
“New Works” drainage channels.
In the same year a golf course
and club house was
constructed - it lasted a year.

Porlock Ridge and saltmarsh
notified as a Site of Special
Scientific Interest for its
nationally important active
coastal geomorphological
features. 

Porlock Marsh Vision launchedPorlock invaded by Harold, 
later to be King Harold

Aurochs (a now extinct species
of wild cattle) roamed the
marsh - see one in Porlock
Visitor Centre.

The shingle ridge develops as
the ice melts, sea levels rise and
cliffs to the west eroded. 

The end of the last ice age, the
sea level was much lower and
the Severn Estuary was a dry
river valley. 

Porlock Marsh Timeline

The land was wooded and hunter-
gatherers roamed the area.

The early evidence of
settlement is from Saxon place
names such Porlock, Bossington
and Luccombe.

The earliest surviving map of
Porlock Manor shows Porlock
Marsh as a large pill (or fish
pond) with an outlet to the sea.

Pill boxes constructed on the
beach - A memorial constructed
to the crew of an American
bomber which crashed into the
Marsh in 1942

The shingle ridge is breached
and decision eventually taken
to let natural processes take
their course leading to
development of the saltmarsh

Coastal saltmarshes, such as Porlock Marsh,
where the sea has breached the ridge of
shingle, are particularly important for wildlife.

Although the change from freshwater marsh to
saltmarsh has meant a loss of some features such as
reed bed, new habitats have developed in response
to the saltier conditions. Plants such as glasswort
and sea purslane thrive in the brackish and
frequently flooded marshlands. On the slightly
higher ground and shingle, other specialist plants
including sea beet,      sea plantain,      sea 
aster,      and fennel   grow providing food and
shelter for invertebrates. 

The muddy creeks and beaches are a haven for wading
birds that probe the rich muds for the plentiful supply
of molluscs, worms and shrimps that live there. These
include the striking oystercatcher,       handsome
shelduck, and the curlew with its long
downward curving beak. During the spring and autumn
migrations there are regular sightings of birds including
osprey, snowbunting, spoonbill and turnstone.

There is also a lot of
interesting marine
wildlife including
porpoises and other
cetaceans regularly
seen off the coast.
Porlock Bay is believed
to be an important
nursery site for smaller
sharks such as lesser spotted
dogfish, tope and smooth hound sharks.

When high tides flood in fish fry will enter the marsh
for food and shelter followed by predators such as
sea bass and fishing birds such as heron, kingfisher
and little egret. Otters have also been seen on the
marsh, although you would need to be very lucky to
spot one of these beautiful yet elusive creatures.

As the marsh continues to change, it will be
fascinating to see the wildlife adapt to the evolving
environment and to see what species make this
special place home.
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Wildlife of Porlock Marsh See illustration (right)
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We also have three National Park Centres, where
our friendly and knowledgeable staff will help you
make the most of a visit to Exmoor. Each Centre has
a range of information, publications and displays.

Porlock Visitor Centre
West End, Porlock, 
Somerset, TA24 8QD
Tel: (01643) 863150
email: visit@porlock.co.uk
www.porlock.co.uk/visitors
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Exmoor National Park
Porlock Marsh is situated in Exmoor National Park,
a unique landscape of moorland, woodland, valleys
and farmland, shaped by people and nature over
thousands of years. Where high cliffs plunge into the
Bristol Channel, and cosy pubs and tearooms offer
delicious local produce. 

On Exmoor it is still possible to find tranquillity and
peace as well as rediscover your sense of adventure;
to catch a glimpse of wild red deer, be amazed by dark
skies full of stars, and explore villages full of character.

Where to stay
Local accommodation, as well as events listings and
attractions, can be found online at 
www.visit-exmoor.co.uk. To help keep Exmoor
special you can also search for green accredited
accommodation. A brochure can also be requested
via the site or by calling 01643 702624.
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Porlock Marsh sits at the heart of the Vale of Porlock, which is also home to…
Porlock Village
This busy village is one of the
largest on Exmoor and has a long
history of settlement and a great
selection of shops, pubs, cafés,
accommodation and places to visit.
The church dating from the 13th
century is dedicated to 
St Dubricius and the village has a
Visitor Centre where you can
discover more.

Porlock Weir
With its tiny harbour, originally
built in the 15th century and
wonderful views across the bay to
Hurlstone Point, Porlock Weir is
one of the most picturesque spots
on Exmoor. Once famous for its
oysters, a recent project is today
working to ensure that people can
once again enjoy these local
delicacies.

Bossington
Famous for their tall chimneys, and
bread ovens, the charming cottages
that make up the hamlet of
Bossington line the single street
that leads down towards the marsh
and the sea beyond. Why not visit
the lovely tea room and nearby
Exmoor Hawk & Owl Centre.
Bossington is part of the National
Trust’s Holnicote Estate.

Ongoing attempts to drain the
marsh - construction of the
“New Works” drainage channels.
In the same year a golf course
and club house was
constructed - it lasted a year.

Porlock Ridge and saltmarsh
notified as a Site of Special
ScientificInterest for its
nationally important active
coastal geomorphological
features. 

Porlock Marsh Vision launched Porlock invaded by Harold, 
later to be King Harold

Aurochs (a now extinct species
of wild cattle) roamed the
marsh - see one in Porlock
Visitor Centre.

The shingle ridge develops as
the ice melts, sea levels rise and
cliffs to the west eroded. 

The end of the last ice age, the
sea level was much lower and
the Severn Estuary was a dry
river valley. 

Porlock Marsh Timeline

The land was wooded and hunter-
gatherers roamed the area.

The early evidence of
settlement is from Saxon place
names such Porlock, Bossington
and Luccombe.

The earliest surviving map of
Porlock Manor shows Porlock
Marsh as a large pill (or fish
pond) with an outlet to the sea.

Pill boxes constructed on the
beach - A memorial constructed
to the crew of an American
bomber which crashed into the
Marsh in 1942

The shingle ridge is breached
and decision eventually taken
to let natural processes take
their course leading to
development of the saltmarsh

Coastal saltmarshes, such as Porlock Marsh,
where the sea has breached the ridge of
shingle, are particularly important for wildlife.

Although the change from freshwater marsh to
saltmarsh has meant a loss of some features such as
reed bed, new habitats have developed in response
to the saltier conditions. Plants such as glasswort
and sea purslanethrive in the brackish and
frequently flooded marshlands. On the slightly
higher ground and shingle, other specialist plants
including sea beet,      sea plantain,      sea 
aster,      and fennel   grow providing food and
shelter for invertebrates. 

The muddy creeks and beaches are a haven for wading
birds that probe the rich muds for the plentiful supply
of molluscs, worms and shrimps that live there. These
include the striking oystercatcher,       handsome
shelduck,and the curlewwith its long
downward curving beak. During the spring and autumn
migrations there are regular sightings of birds including
osprey, snowbunting, spoonbill andturnstone.

There is also a lot of
interesting marine
wildlife including
porpoisesand other
cetaceans regularly
seen off the coast.
Porlock Bay is believed
to be an important
nursery site for smaller
sharks such as lesser spotted
dogfish, topeand smooth hound sharks.

When high tides flood in fish fry will enter the marsh
for food and shelter followed by predators such as
sea bassand fishing birds such as heron, kingfisher
and little egret.Ottershave also been seen on the
marsh, although you would need to be very lucky to
spot one of these beautiful yet elusive creatures.

As the marsh continues to change, it will be
fascinating to see the wildlife adapt to the evolving
environment and to see what species make this
special place home.
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We also have three National Park Centres, where
our friendly and knowledgeable staff will help you
make the most of a visit to Exmoor. Each Centre has
a range of information, publications and displays.

Porlock Visitor Centre
West End, Porlock, 
Somerset, TA24 8QD
Tel: (01643) 863150
email: visit@porlock.co.uk
www.porlock.co.uk/visitors



1. Porlock Weir Circular 
Distance: 4½ miles (7.2 kilometres)

From the Visitor Centre head left along the
main high street through Porlock, and after the
Church take the next left down Sparkhayes
Lane following signs for Porlock Marsh. Follow
Sparkhayes Lane/track until you reach the
marsh 1.2km / 0.75 miles (25 minutes)
Once on the Marsh turn left at the thick wooden
signpost and follow signs to Porlock Weir along
the edge of the Marsh (you are now on the
South West Coast Path, marked by Acorns). Note
that some parts of the path are inaccessible at
high tides. On reaching the shingle ridge* turn
left and walk along the shingle until you reach
Porlock Weir. 2.5km / 1.5 miles (50 minutes).
*To see the breach in the shingle ridge turn
right along the shingle and then retrace your
steps. Do not attempt to cross the breach.

From Porlock Weir, take the road to the left of the
Ship Inn, up the hill then left at the top following
the road. Bear right at the next road junction
and, after 50 metres, bear right on the path past
the memorial bench and follow the path, going
straight across the road, up to the Porlock Ford
Community Hall. 0.5km / 0.3 miles (10 minutes)
From the Hall bear left crossing the stream and then
keep left following the Bridleway sign. Follow the
signs to Porlock through the woods (you are now
on the Coleridge Way, marked by yellow quills).
2.4km / 1.5 miles (50 minutes)
After the Porlock community orchard (Combe
Orchard) on your right turn left down the Toll road
towards Porlock. Bear left at the village hall, and
return to the Visitor Centre where the road to
Porlock Weir joins from the left (take care at this
road junction). 2.4km / 1.5 miles (50minutes)

To follow this route from Porlock Weir car park
start at point number three on the directions.

2. Bossington Circular 
Distance: 4 miles (6.4 kilometres).

From the Visitor Centre head left along the
main high street through Porlock, and after the
Church take the next left down Sparkhayes
Lane following signs for Porlock Marsh.  Follow
Sparkhayes Lane/track until you reach the
marsh. 1.2km / 0.75 miles (25 minutes).
Once on the Marsh continue straight on over
the boardwalk and up onto the shingle ridge. 
Turn right and walk along the ridge or the path
just inside it past the 2 WWII pill-boxes and the
remains of several limekilns. 1.2km / 0.75 miles
(25 minutes)
Just after the second pill box by a metal sign
turn right and walk along the track towards
Bossington. Just after the Wessex Water pumping
station look out for the South West Coast Path
sign post 0.5km / 0.3 miles (10 minutes). 

The picturesque Bossington village
(refreshments, toilets) is approximately 250m
further along the track.
At the South West Coast Path sign post turn
right and follow the path signed with the coast
path acorn to the bottom of Sparkhayes Lane
near the boardwalk. 1.2km / 0.75 miles 
(25 minutes)
Turn left and retrace route back to Porlock as in
point 1 1.2km / 0.75 miles (25minutes)

Local Paths Network

South West Coast Path

Three great routes to explore the marsh:

Car park

Toilets

Points of Interest 
(see overleaf for more details)

1 kilometre500m

½ mile¼ mile
Scale

3. Shingle ridge visit via Boardwalk - 
Distance: 2 miles (3.2 kilometres) return

Follow points 1 & 2 for the Bossington circuit.
To see the breach in the shingle ridge turn left
along the shingle and then retrace your steps. Do
not attempt to cross the breach at any time.

All the paths are level, some of the routes involve
walking on the shingle ridge, routes maybe muddy
in places and some paths (including the boardwalk)
will flood during the biggest high tides.

Be aware tides rise fast, by as much as several
centimetres per minute during the biggest
tides, and paths and boardwalks will flood.

Check tides before setting off. Tide timetables are
available at local information centres, online or can
be purchased from local shops. 
For your own safety please keep to the paths.
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