
 
Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Steering Group Meeting 

 
3pm on Thursday 12 January 2012 

Lynton Town Hall, Lynton 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Steering 

Group held on 8 December 2011 and to consider any Matters Arising from 
those Minutes. 

 
3. Feedback from Neighbourhood Representative Training. 

 
4. Proposals for the launch of first phase of community engagement including 

details of website. 
 

5. Discussion on request from Department of Communities and Local 
Government to all Front Runners to consider whether/how the Neighbourhood 
Plan process could be speeded up. 

 
6. Any other business of urgency. 
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Item 2 

 
 

LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
STEERING GROUP 

 
MINUTES of the meeting of the Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 
Thursday 8 December 2011 at 3.00pm at Lynton Town Hall, Lynton. 
 

PRESENT 
Steering Group Members: 
Christine Bowden 
Julian Gurney 
Barry Hobbs 
Roger Ferrar 
Tim Parker  
Philip Taylor 
 
Project Team Members: 
Geoff Dwyer 
James Shorten  
David Wyborn 
Tessa Saunders 
Colin Savage 
Barbara Venn 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies for absence were received from Steering 
Group Member Andrea Davis and from Project Team Member John Gower.  
 

2. MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 2011 were agreed and 
signed as a correct record. 

MATTERS ARISING:   

 A detailed report on the findings of the recent housing needs survey would be 
reported to a future meeting.  To date, the level of response to the survey had been 
low with a total of 27 responses received, of which 18 had expressed interest in 
needing housing in the next 10 years.  This was not considered an accurate reflection 
of the housing situation and Members of the Town Council and Steering Group would 
continue to try to raise the profile of the survey and encourage further responses. 



8 December 2011 

 2

 

 In relation to the Neighbourhood Representatives, Steering Group Members had 
followed up suggestions made at the November meeting to try to reach under 
represented groups and it remained open for people to volunteer. 

 

3. NEIGHBOURHOOD REPRESENTATIVE TRAINING AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT 
STAGES – REPORT FROM POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT TRUST (PDT) 

The meeting received PDT’s report and the following points were noted: 

 The consultation launch on Saturday 21 January would be preceded by leaflet drops 
to set out general information and would include a simple questionnaire.  These 
documents would also be available from the website. 

 Following the launch, the consultation would run for 4-5 weeks and include doorstep 
callers and visits to businesses, organisations, clubs and groups. 

 It was important to identify and agree how to contact ‘hard to reach audiences’ 
including younger people.  Project Team members would therefore approach local 
youth leaders, the youth group and young mothers group; and young people would be 
invited to present their views on future housing requirements of the area to a full Town 
Council meeting.  Leaflets would be provided to the health centre which may be able 
to help with distribution to the chronically ill or people with disabilities and 
consideration would be given to how to contact those who lived in Lynton and 
Lynmouth but who worked and shopped elsewhere. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan would have a presence on Twitter and Facebook. 

 A ‘light touch’ training event for Neighbourhood Representatives would take place at 
7pm on Tuesday 20 December at The Sandrock.  This would be followed a second 
training session after Christmas, prior to the launch date on 21 January, which it would 
be helpful if Steering Group Members could attend. 

The Deputy Chairman questioned whether the Neighbourhood Plan would focus 
exclusively on the delivery of affordable housing or whether, as a plan for the whole 
community, it should facilitate other types development.  It was agreed this was an 
important discussion to have at the start of the project and if there were to be any 
widening of the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan, this must be agreed by the Steering 
Group at this stage. 

David Wyborn advised that the starting point of the bid to become a Neighbourhood Plan 
frontrunner had been the identified need for affordable housing in Lynton and Lynmouth.  
However, the Plan process would look holistically at the needs of the community and may 
also identify a need for business and community building development.  He further 
advised that while there was discretion, the Neighbourhood Plan must be in general 
conformity with higher tier strategic planning policy including the Local Plan.   

The National Park Authority, as the Planning Authority, was currently consulting on 
options for the new Local Plan drafted in the light of the Your Future Exmoor community 
consultations which had identified a requirement for affordable housing.  The Authority 
was therefore consulting on housing options which, as was the case with the existing 
Local Plan, would require 100% affordable housing in the National Park; however due to 
the changed economic climate, the consultation also considered potential funding  
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mechanisms including that an element of open market or local housing may be required in 
order to cross subsidise affordable housing provision. 

Steering Group Members acknowledged that the Neighbourhood Plan must meet the 
housing needs of the local community; however it was agreed the term ‘affordable 
housing’ should be clarified and that the Neighbourhood Plan should not be confined to 
providing low cost, small housing units, as there was also a need to provide larger homes 
for growing families. 

In conclusion, it was confirmed that the primary aim of the Neighbourhood Plan project 
was the achievement of a sustainable community through provision of low cost affordable 
housing alongside other development, which may include other types of local needs 
housing, open market housing, business and community buildings. 

 

4. CONSIDERATION OF THE LYN AND EXMOOR VISION AND THE POTENTIAL TO 
ADAPT IT FOR THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The Neighbourhood Plan was seen as a continuation of the Lyn and Exmoor vision and it 
was therefore agreed that the Plan would adopt the Lyn-X vision statement. 

 

5. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY 

There was none. 

 

The meeting closed at 3.55pm 

 

 

Chairman 


