
 
Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Steering Group Meeting 

 
3pm on Thursday 9 February 2012 

Lynton Town Hall, Lynton 
 

AGENDA 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Steering 

Group held on 12 January 2012 and to consider any Matters Arising from 
those Minutes. 

 
3. Report of activities undertaken and progress since launch. 

 Resident and Business Questionnaires 
 Youth Work 
 Website Updates 
 Comments on interactive map 
 Comments on the Forum 
 Discussions with landowners 
 Vox Pops 
 Meetings with Groups/Societies 
 Drop in sessions 
 Interactions with business 

4. Feedback from the Neighbourhood Representatives meeting. 
 

5. Feedback and reflections from Steering Group and Project Group Members 
on actions to engage and promote this stage of community engagement. 
 

6. Agreement on actions to continue/raise engagement with residents and 
groups during the remainder of this stage of community engagement. 
 

7. Confirmation and agreement on the next stages of the Neighbourhood Plan 
process. 

 
8. Any other business of urgency. 
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Item 2 

 
 

LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
STEERING GROUP 

 
MINUTES of the meeting of the Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 
Thursday 12 January 2012 at 3.00pm at Lynton Town Hall, Lynton. 
 

PRESENT 
Steering Group Members: 
Andrea Davis 
Christine Bowden 
Roger Ferrar 
Tim Parker  
Philip Taylor 
 
Project Team Members: 
James Shorten  
David Wyborn 
Tessa Saunders 
Colin Savage 
 
Also attending: 
Julian Mellor, Positive Development Trust 
 

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies for absence were received from Steering 

Group Members Julian Gurney and Barry Hobbs, and from Project Team Members 
Geoff Dwyer, John Gower and Barbara Venn. 
 

2. MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2011 were agreed and 
signed as a correct record. 

MATTERS ARISING:  There had been no further returns to the Housing Needs Survey; 
members of the Steering Group and Town Council would continue to encourage 
responses. 
 

3. FEEDBACK FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD REPRESENTATIVE TRAINING 

Two training meetings had taken place; these had been extremely positive events with the 
Neighbourhood Representatives demonstrating strong commitment to the process and an 
understanding of the importance of an opportunity to achieve a community-led Local Plan. 
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4. PROPOSALS FOR THE LAUNCH OF FIRST PHASE OF COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
INCLUDING DETAILS OF THE WEBSITE 

The proposals for the launch of the first phase of community engagement were agreed 
and included the following: 

 Distribution of fact sheet to all households in advance of the launch date of 
21 January. 

 School event on Friday 20 January at which children would be asked to draw what 
they would like to see the Neighbourhood Plan achieve for Lynton and Lynmouth. 

 Launch event on Saturday 21 January in Lynton Town Hall foyer; to include short 
presentations by Neighbourhood Representatives.  Steering Group Members to 
attend. 

 Press releases pre and post launch. 

 Maps and display boards at the Town Hall for 6 weeks post launch and available for 
use at other events/meetings.  Display boards would also be located at Lynmouth 
Memorial Hall, the Library and Barbrook Notice Board. 

 Drop in events: 

o 1 February 10am-12pm - Lyndale Café, Lynmouth 

o 8 February 2pm-4pm - Barbrook Village Hall 

o 15 February 6pm-8pm - Lynton Town Hall 

 Interactive elements of the website would be operational.  All responses to the 
consultation would be available to view on the site, together with a summary overview. 

 Vox Pops:  The Steering Group approved a contribution of up to £250 towards the 
production of a short compilation of recorded interviews with members of the 
community describing their personal experience of the housing situation and the 
important issues for Lynton and Lynmouth. 

 The consultation would include a business specific questionnaire to identify how the 
housing situation affected businesses and the need for business sites. 

 Neighbourhood Representatives and Project Team Members would be available to 
attend meetings of groups and societies to talk about the Neighbourhood Plan 
process. 

With support from the Project Team, during the first phase of community consultation the 
role of Neighbourhood Representatives would be to report to the Steering Group the 
community’s views on housing need and potential development sites.  This would be 
followed by a second phase of workshop sessions at which the Project Team and 
Neighbourhood Representatives would consider issues of viability and design, with a view 
to agreeing options for consultation on the draft Neighbourhood Plan.  It would be the role 
of Exmoor National Park Authority officers to liaise with landowners. 
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5. DISCUSSION ON REQUEST FROM DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT TO ALL FRONT RUNNERS TO CONSIDER WHETHER/HOW THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROCESS COULD BE SPEEDED UP 

The meeting discussed the Department of Communities and Local Government’s (DCLG) 
request to consider whether the Neighbourhood Plan process could be shortened and to 
identify any elements causing delay. 

It was noted that the Government’s philosophy behind Neighbourhood Planning was to 
enable communities to decide the future of the places where they lived and worked; the 
importance of achieving high levels of community engagement throughout the process 
was therefore agreed. 

The statutory requirements of the Neighbourhood Plan were also noted, including:  
technical reporting (such as the Sustainability Appraisal and Habitats Regulations 
Assessment); a 6-week consultation period on the draft Plan; and a prescribed 
referendum timetable. 

With these elements in mind, together with the aim of achieving a community-led Local 
Plan, it was considered that the potential to shorten the timeframe was limited.  The 
Project Manager would respond accordingly to DCLG. 

 

6. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY 

The names of the Neighbourhood Representatives would be circulated to the Steering 
Group in advance of the launch on 21 January 2012. 

 

The meeting closed at 3.55pm 

 

 

 

Chairman 


