
 
Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Steering Group Meeting 

 
3pm on Thursday 13 October 2011 

Lynton Town Hall, Lynton 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Steering 

Group held on 22 September 2011 and to consider any Matters Arising from 
those Minutes. 

 
3. Outcome of the Tender Process – verbal report. 
 
4. Update on the publicity and call for Neighbourhood Representatives - verbal 

updates from Steering Group Members and Clerk on behalf of Town 
Councillors. 

 
5. Referendum details - verbal update from Barbara Venn. 

 
6. Any other business of urgency. 
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Item 2 

 
 

LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
STEERING GROUP 

 
MINUTES of the meeting of the Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, 
Thursday 22 September 2011 at 3.00pm at Lynton Town Hall, Lynton. 
 

PRESENT 
Steering Group Members: 
Christine Bowden  
Andrea Davis 
Barry Hobbs 
Roger Ferrar 
Tim Parker  
 
Project Team Members: 
Geoff Dwyer 
James Shorten  
David Wyborn 
Tessa Saunders  
Colin Savage 
Barbara Venn 
 
Also present: 
Nigel Kersey (Department of Communities and Local Government) 
 

1. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN:  Andrea Davis was appointed Chairman of the Steering 
Group and Tim Parker appointed Deputy Chairman. 
 

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies for absence were received from Steering 
Group Members Julian Gurney and June Lake.  An apology for absence was also 
received from Project Team Member John Gower. 
 

3. MINUTES:  The minutes of the meeting held on 25 August 2011 were agreed and signed 
as a correct record. 

MATTERS ARISING:  Barbara Venn would report to the next meeting on the 
requirements and cost of the referendum process. 
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4. NEIGHBOURHOOD REPRESENTATIVES – VERBAL UPDATE 

It was reported that a call for Neighbourhood Representatives was included on the 
recently launched Lynton & Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan website, to which the Devon 
County Council and Exmoor National Park Authority websites would have links.  Posters 
had also been prepared for display on public notice boards and letters drafted to be sent 
to clubs and societies.  It was agreed that Town Councillors and members of the Steering 
Group had an important role to play as advocates of the Neighbourhood Plan process and 
in identifying and encouraging potential Neighbourhood Representatives. 

It was important that local people were the face of the scheme and it was also agreed to 
follow up the suggestion of making short video recordings of Steering Group members 
speaking about the Neighbourhood Plan for inclusion on the website. 

 

5. DEMONSTRATION OF INTERACTIVE WEBSITE 

The interactive website was demonstrated to the meeting.  The site would include: 

 An explanation of neighbourhood plans. 

 Information on the role of Neighbourhood Representatives. 

 Agendas and Minutes of Steering Group meetings. 

 A link to an interactive mapping service where visitors to the site could add/view 
comments and suggestions about potential development in Lynton and Lynmouth.  
The importance of communication with local landowners about this element of the 
consultation was recognised, as was contact with owners of businesses in the towns 
who may themselves live outside the area. 

It was agreed the website should clarify its role as one part of an evidence gathering 
exercise.  In addition, the Project Team would work up an interactive forum webpage 
which would set out an overview of neighbourhood planning; provide facts and figures 
about Lynton and Lynmouth; and include information on the area’s housing; employment 
and business needs. 

The potential to seek funding support for the project from local businesses and property 
developers was considered; however in the current economic climate, the ability of small 
businesses to make a financial contribution was doubtful. 

Business surgeries organised by the Town Council to take place on 3 and 10 October 
would be an opportunity to publicise the project and to identify Neighbourhood 
Representatives.  Project Team members would attend.  

ACTION RESPONSIBILITY 

To develop an interactive forum webpage. Project Team 

To attend Business Surgeries on 3 and 10 October Project Team 
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6. TENDERS:  David Wyborn reported that following receipt of tenders to provide support 
services to the Neighbourhood Plan, three tenderers had been selected for interview after 
which an appointment would be made.  The Steering Group was invited to delegate to the 
Project Manager the ability to engage the successful tenderer in training Neighbourhood 
Representatives and in subsequent stages of the plan as necessary and appropriate. 

RESOLVED:  To delegate to the Project Manager (David Wyborn) the ability to engage 
the successful tenderer in training the Neighbourhood Representatives and in the 
resulting Neighbourhood Planning stage. 

 

7. CONFIRMATION OF FUTURE MEETING DATES:  The future meeting dates were 
confirmed.  The next meeting would be held at 3pm on Thursday 13 October at Lynton 
Town Hall.  

 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY 

In response to a question on how the Neighbourhood Plan front runner schemes were 
progressing, Nigel Kersey of the Department for Communities and Local Government 
(CLG) advised that completed neighbourhood plans were not expected to come forward 
until early 2013.  One of the key lessons learned was that it took time to establish each 
scheme, with the greatest progress being made where a good working relationship 
existed between the Town/Parish Council and the Local Planning Authority. 

CLG also recognised that the scheme’s philosophy of giving local planning authorities 
discretion in decision making, for example in relation to what constituted a reasonable 
level of consultation, was causing some anxiety.  Mr Kersey emphasised that under the 
provisions of the Localism Bill, the examination of neighbourhood plans was intended to 
be light touch, with a focus on procedural requirements rather than on the merits of the 
planning policies.  A planning authority would not be held to account on detail; however it 
should be satisfied and be able to evidence that the process had been reasonable and 
appropriate for their particular scheme. 

In relation to conformity to higher tier planning policy in the context of preparation of a 
Local Development Framework (LDF) to replace the existing Local Plan, Steering Group 
members commented that it would be helpful if the requirements of the LDF process were 
less prescriptive, and that a simplified, streamlined LDF process would not only provide 
greater value for money but also complement the neighbourhood plan scheme.  
Mr Kersey advised that CLG recognised the need for guidance on this issue and 
confirmed it was not necessary for the LDF Core Strategy document to be in place in 
order to develop and finalise a neighbourhood plan.  He further advised that under the 
Localism Bill, Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic 
elements of the existing development plan; there was no requirement for conformity with 
emerging policies. 

The meeting closed at 4.05pm 

 

Chairman 




