
 
Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan 

 
Steering Group Meeting 

 
3pm on Thursday 19 April 2012 

Lynton Town Hall, Lynton 
 

AGENDA 
 
 
 
1. Apologies for absence. 
 
2. To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Steering 

Group held on 9 February 2012 and to consider any Matters Arising from 
those Minutes. 

 
3. Feedback from the joint Representatives/Steering Group meeting on 

15 March 2012. 
 

4. Update and confirmation of the next steps with the 3 workshops and the 
drafting of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

5. Discussion on the steps necessary to maintain the public profile of the 
Neighbourhood Plan whilst the workshops and drafting are taking place. 

 
6. Report, attached, on the recently published Neighbourhood Planning 

(General) Regulations 2012 and the formal steps that can now be taken. 
 
7. Any other business of urgency
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ITEM 2 

 
 

LYNTON AND LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
STEERING GROUP 

 
MINUTES of the meeting of the Lynton and Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group, Thursday 9 February 2012 at 3.00pm at Lynton Town Hall, Lynton. 

 
PRESENT 

 
Steering Group Members: 
Andrea Davis 
Roger Ferrar 
Jan Kennedy (sub for Barbera Venn) 
Geoff Dwyer 
Tim Parker 
Philip Taylor 
 
Project Team Members: 
David Wyborn 
John Gower 
Colin Savage 
James Shorten 
Tessa Saunders 
 
Also attending:   
Nigel Kersey, Department for Communities and Local Government 
 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Apologies for absence were received from Steering 

Group Members, Julian Gurney and Christine Bowden, and from Project Team 
Member, Barbera Venn.  Apologies were also received from Julian Mellor, Positive 
Development Trust.  
 

2. MINUTES: The minutes of the meeting held on 12 January 2012 were agreed and 
signed as a correct record.  
 

MATTERS ARISING: There were no matters arising. 
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3. REPORT ON ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN AND PROGRESS SINCE LAUNCH 

The launch event on Saturday 21 January in Lynton Town Hall had been successful 
with approximately 40 people attending.  
 

The following progress and activities were noted: 

 90 resident questionnaires had been returned, 50% of which identified local 
needs housing as an important issue.  It was hoped that the total number 
returned would approach 150. 

 Only 3 business questionnaires had been returned.  It was noted that many 
seasonal businesses had not yet re-opened for 2012 and the response may 
increase after the half-term holiday. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan must be seen as something more than a plan to 
achieve local needs housing and it would therefore be important to provide clear 
information about what the project could offer businesses.  It was suggested that 
new posters be designed and displayed placing greater emphasis on business 
and employment, and that an evening event be held aimed specifically at the 
business community. 

 The website had been updated with a questionnaire and discussion forum, and 
included links to Twitter and Facebook. 

 There was a good level of activity on the interactive map with the next phase 
being to identify discussion trends and potential development sites.  The Project 
Team and Neighbourhood Representatives would sift suggestions posted on the 
interactive map and then present the initial results to the Steering Group.  It was 
agreed to hold an evening workshop for Neighbourhood Representatives to 
consider a snapshot of the results and to clarify the next steps on Thursday 15 
March, 6.30-8.30pm. 

 Questions raised on the on-line discussion forum included whether ‘intermediate 
homes’ were mortgageable and in relation to the location of publicly owned land.  

 The Authority had contacted a number of landowners and discussions would 
continue as the Neighbourhood Plan progressed. 

 The production of a compilation of recorded interviews with members of the 
community would be followed up by the Project Team. 
 

4. FEEDBACK FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD REPRESENTATIVES MEETING 

This had been a positive occasion and the Neighbourhood Representatives had 
demonstrated a high level of enthusiasm for the next stage of the project. 

 
5. FEEDBACK AND REFLECTIONS FROM STEERING GROUP AND PROJECT 

GROUP MEMBERS ON ACTIONS TO ENGAGE AND PROMOTE THIS STAGE OF 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The meeting welcomed the progress made to date.  It was noted that while the 
project must be community-led, it would be important for the Town Council to 
demonstrate strong commitment to the Neighbourhood Plan process.  It was 
therefore hoped that Town Councillors would attend the workshop on 15 March, 
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which would provide an opportunity to clarify roles, and for discussion, questions and 
feedback.  
 

6. AGREEMENT ON ACTIONS TO CONTINUE/RAISE ENGAGEMENT WITH 
RESIDENTS AND GROUPS DURING THE REMAINDER OF THIS STAGE OF 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

Engagement with the resident and business community would be taken forward as 
agreed earlier in the meeting.  It was acknowledged that the nature of engagement 
would continue to evolve as those involved of the project received and acted on 
different ideas. 
 

7. CONFIRMATION AND AGREEMENT ON THE NEXT STAGES OF THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN PROCESS 

It was agreed that this topic had been adequately covered in earlier discussions. 
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY 

Nigel Kersey, Department for Communities and Local Government, advised that 
while Ministers were keen to see the pilot Neighbourhood Plans completed and 
adopted as soon as possible, the proposed timetable to which the Lynton and 
Lynmouth Neighbourhood Plan was progressing seemed to be about right.  He also 
reported that the regulations for Neighbourhood Planning would be in place from 
April 2012, whilst the regulations for the referendum process remained the subject of 
public consultation which included a proposal that the referendum could be combined 
with other elections or polls in the local area. 
 
 

The meeting was closed at 4.15pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman 



 

ITEM 6 

 
 

 

The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 
Report of the Neighbourhood Plan Project Team 

 
 
Purpose of Report: To update the Steering Group of the details set out in the 

Regulations and to facilitate the steps necessary to designate the Neighbourhood 
Area.   
 
Recommendation: That the Steering Group NOTES the Regulations and INVITES 

the Town Council to make the necessary steps towards the designation of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Area.  
 
 
1.0 Background 

 

1.1 The Localism Act 2011 introduced into legislation the statutory regime for 
Neighbourhood Planning. The sections of the Act will then be implemented by 
secondary legislation in the form of Statutory Instruments which provide 
authority as to how and when the various elements of Neighbourhood 
Planning can be undertaken.  

 
1.2 A Statutory Instrument, The Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 

2012, was laid before Parliament on 6 March 2012 and came into force on 6 
April 2012.  

 
1.3 The Regulations set out procedures for Neighbourhood Areas, 

Neighbourhood Forums, Community Right to Build Organisations, processing, 
submitting and adopting Development Plans and Right to Build Orders and 
various bodies that need to be consulted through stages of the process.  

 
1.4 In the case of Lynton and Lynmouth the proposal is to prepare a Neighbour 

Development Plan. There are a number of key procedural stages: 
 

 Designating the area 
 

 Pre-submission consultation and publicity of the Plan 
 

 Submitting the Plan to the Local Planning Authority 



 

 

 Consideration of the Plan by the LPA 
 

 Consideration of the Plan by an independent Examiner 
 

 Referendum 
 

 Adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
2.0 Designating the Neighbourhood Plan Area 

 

2.1 The first formal stage of the Plan process is to designate the Neighbourhood 
Plan Area. 

 
2.1 The regulations explain that it is for the Town Council (as the relevant body 

under the Regulations) to submit to the Local Planning Authority (Exmoor 
National Park Authority) an application to designate the area that the 
Neighbourhood Plan will cover. The application needs to include a plan and a 
statement explaining why the area is considered to be appropriate. In this 
case it is considered that the appropriate Plan area will be the Town Council 
area and that the Town Council should be asked to resolve to formally submit 
an area application for a Neighbourhood Development Plan to the National 
Park Authority for consideration.  

 
2.2 On receipt of the application the Local Planning Authority is then required to 

publicise on their website and in such other manner as they consider is likely 
to bring the area application to the attention of people who live, work or carry 
on business in the area to which the area application relates.  

 
2.3 The publicity needs to refer to the Neighbourhood Plan area application from 

the Town Council, details of how to make representations, and a date by 
which those representations should be received. No less than 6 weeks is 
allowed for this stage. It is suggested that local publicity can be undertaken by 
notices on official boards in Lynton, Lynmouth and Barbrook as well as 
Notices in the Lyn Valley News and Lynton and Lynmouth Advertiser. An 
official notice in the North Devon Journal is possible but increases costs and 
the views of the Steering Group are welcomed on this matter as to the 
effectiveness of such a newspaper advert.  

 
2.4 It will then be necessary for the Planning Committee to consider the request 

from the Town Council in the light of any representations received during the 
consultation period. If the proposed area for the Neighbourhood Plan is 
agreed, the Local Planning Authority must then again publish the name of the 
neighbourhood area, a map of the area and the name of the relevant body on 
their website and publicise in such manner as they consider it likely to bring 
the designation to the attention of people who live, work or carry on business 
in the neighbourhood area. Again it is suggested that this could be achieved 
through Notices on official notice boards and with official notices in the Lyn 
Valley News and Lynton and Lynmouth Advertiser, rather than the North 
Devon Journal.  



 

 
2.5 This is the first stage along the formal progression of the Plan. Working on the 

Plan and preparing a first draft can take place throughout this period.  
 
 
3.0 Producing a Draft Plan 

 
3.1 It is usually considered best practice to produce a draft plan for informal public 

consultation. This allows freedom for the Neighbourhood Development Plan to 
make proposals without the restrictions that are required by the regulations for 
the final version. The final version of the Plan will be considered formally by 
the LPA and Examiner and then go to referendum.  

 
3.2 It is anticipated that the Plan will be drafted during the summer and then 

consultation will take place in the Autumn. The representations from the 
community can then be considered by the Reps/Steering Group/Town Council 
before the final version of the Plan is agreed for formal consultation.  

 
3.3 The Town Council is then required to undertake formal consultation with the 

local community and specified organisations and is required to allow at least 6 
weeks for this process to be completed. The Town Council may then update 
the Plan in the light of the representations and then submit the 
Neighbourhood Plan to the Local Planning Authority.  

 
3.4 The Local Planning Authority then has to publicise the Plan again locally and 

to the bodies required to be consulted, again giving at least 6 weeks for 
comment and if the LPA accept that the process has met the Regulations and 
the proposals are in general conformity with the strategic policies of the 
Development Plan the Neighbourhood Plan can then progress to the 
independent Examiner.  

 
3.5 The Examiner will look through all the paperwork and produce a report. If the 

Report is favourable the Plan will advance to a Referendum. If the vote is in 
favour of the Plan the Local Planning Authority are required to confirm 
adoption of the Neighbourhood Plan and publicise this fact. At this stage the 
Neighbourhood Plan becomes part of the Development Plan and must be 
used in the decision making process when determining planning applications.  

 
4.0 Conclusions 

 

4.1 It is acknowledged that this can be considered to be a relatively long and 
detailed process. National Park Authority Planning Officers will assist with 
drafting of the various papers so that the Reps/Steering Group/Town Council 
can concentrate work on the detail of the Plan.  

 
4.2 The next stage is to move towards designating the Neighbourhood Plan Area, 

which is recommended to be the Town Council boundary (Lynton & Lynmouth 
parish). The Steering Group is asked to invite the Town Council to make the 
application to the National Park Authority to formally designate the 
Neighbourhood Plan area.  


