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EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

To: All Members of the Exmoor National Park Authority

A meeting of the Exmoor National Park Authority will be held at Dulverton Town Hall, 27
Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX on Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 10.00am.

The meeting will be open to the press and public subject to the passing of any resolution
under s.100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972.

There is Public Speaking at this meeting, when the Chairperson will allow members of the
public two minutes each to ask questions, make statements, or present a petition relating to
any item relevant to the business of the Authority or relating to any item on the Agenda.
Anyone wishing to ask questions should notify the Corporate Support Officer as soon as
possible, or at the latest by 4pm on the working day before the meeting of the agenda item
on which they wish to speak, indicating a brief summary of the matter or matters to be raised
(contact Judy Coles on 01398 322250 or email jcoles@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk).

The meeting will be recorded. By entering the Authority’s Committee Room and speaking
during Public Speaking you are consenting to being recorded. We will make the recording
available via our website for members of the public to listen to and/or view, within 72 hours of
the meeting taking place.

Members of the public may use Facebook and Twitter or other forms of social media to
report on proceedings at this meeting. Anyone wishing to film part or all of the proceedings
may do so unless the press and public are excluded for that part of the meeting or there is
good reason not to do so. As a matter of courtesy, anyone wishing to film proceedings is
asked to advise the Chairperson so that those present may be made aware.

(The agenda and papers for this meeting can be downloaded from the National Park
Authority’s website www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk).
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Sarah Bryan
Chief Executive
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AGENDA
The first section of the meeting will be chaired by Mr R Milton, Chairperson of the Authority.

1. Apologies for Absence

2. Declarations of Interest/Lobbying of Members/Unaccompanied Site Visits
Members are asked to declare:-

Q) any interests they may have in relation to items on the agenda for this meeting;

(2) any lobbying by anyone concerned with a planning application and any
unaccompanied site visits where contact has been made with any person
concerned with a planning application.

(NB. When verbally making these declarations, members are also asked to complete
the Disclosures at Meetings form — attached for members only).

3. Chairperson’s Announcements
4. Minutes (1) To approve as a correct record the Minutes of the meetings of
the Authority held on:
e 6 July 2021 (Item 4a)
e 15 July 2021 (ltem 4b)

(2)  To consider any Matters Arising from those Minutes.

5. Public Speaking: The Chairperson will allow members of the public to ask questions,
make statements, or present a petition. Questions of a general nature relevant to the
business of the Authority can be asked under this agenda item. Any questions specific
to an agenda item can be posed when that item is considered subject to the discretion
of the person presiding at the meeting.

Agenda items relating to the Authority’s role as sole local planning authority for the
National Park area including determination of planning applications. This section of the
meeting will be chaired by Mr S J Pugsley, Deputy Chairperson (Planning). If the Deputy
Chairperson (Planning) is absent, the Deputy Chairperson of the Authority shall be preside.

6. Development Management: To consider the report of the Head of Planning and
Sustainable Development on the following:-

Agenda Application Description Page

Iltem No. Nos.

6.1 62/50/20/004  Proposed reinstatement of railway line, creation of 1-92

cutting and embankment previously removed together
with new railway bridge. (amendment to approved
application ref. 62/50/16/001) — Land in Field to the
North of the A39 West of Holwell Wood and Land on
Access track to Rowley Barton

6.2 62/41/21/012 Proposed replacement of doors/screens in 3 no. 93 -
locations with new aluminium units of style and colour to 100
match existing - Lynton C of E Primary School, Market
Street, Lynton, EX35 6AF

6.3 6/9/21/117L.B Listed building consent for the proposed internal and 101 -
external works to dwelling — Chypleighs, 3 Rosemary 107
Lane, Dulverton, TA22 9DP


https://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/about-us/meetings-agendas-reports/exmoor-national-park-authority/04-aug-2020/ar-enpa-04.08.20-Item-4.pdf

7. Application Decisions Delegated to the Chief Executive: To note the applications
determined by the Chief Executive under delegated powers (ltem 7).

8. Site Visits: To arrange any site visits agreed by the Committee (the reserve date
being Friday, 3 September 2021 (am)).

The remaining section of the meeting will be chaired by Mr R Milton, Chairperson of the
Authority. If the Chairperson is absent, the Deputy Chairperson of the Authority shall preside.

9. Rural Enterprise Exmoor Vision: To consider the report of the Head of Planning
and Sustainable Development and the Rural Enterprise Manager (Iltem 9)

10. Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme: To consider the report of the Head
of Conservation and Access (Item 10)

11. Exmoor National Park Authority Climate Emergency Response: To consider the
report of the Head of Strategy and Performance (Iltem 11)

12. Internal Audit Arrangements: To consider the report of the Chief Finance Officer
(Item 12)

13. Exmoor Consultative & Parish Forum: To receive and note the meeting notes from
the Exmoor Consultative and Parish Forum held on 10 June 2021 (Item 13)

14. Personnel Update

New Starter:

19/07/2021 — Louise Reynolds — FUN (Families United through Nature) Project
Coordinator — 1 year fixed term contract

15. Any Other Business of Urgency

Further information on any of the reports can be obtained by contacting the National Park Authority at the
address and telephone numbers at the top of the agenda. Details of the decisions taken at this meeting will be
set out in the formal Minutes which the Committee will be asked to approve as a correct record at its next
meeting. In the meantime, details of the decisions can be obtained from Judy Coles, Corporate Support Officer,
at Exmoor House.



6 July 2021

ITEM 4a

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

MINUTES of the Annual Meeting of the Exmoor National Park Authority held on
Tuesday, 6 April 2021 at 10.00am at Dulverton Town Hall, Dulverton.

PRESENT
Mr R Milton (Chairperson)
Miss A V Davis (Deputy Chairperson)
Mr S J Pugsley (Deputy Chairperson (Planning))

Mrs L Blanchard Mr E Ley

Mr M Ellicott Mrs F Nicholson
Mr D Elson Mr J Patrinos
Mr J Holtom Mr B Revans
Mr J Hunt Mr N Thwaites
Dr M Kelly Dr S Warren

Mr M Kravis Mr V White

Mrs C M Lawrence Mr J Yabsley

Apologies for absence were received from Miss E Stacey and Mrs P Webber.

1. ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON: Mr R Milton was re-elected as Chairperson of
the Authority for the ensuing year.

The first section of the meeting was chaired by Mr R Milton, Chairperson of the
Authority.

2. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON: Miss A V Davis was re-elected as
Deputy Chairperson of the Authority for the ensuing year.

3. ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON (PLANNING): Mr S Pugsley was
elected as Deputy Chairperson (Planning) for the ensuing year.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: There were no declarations of interest.

5. CHAIRPERSON’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Mr Jeremy Yabsley was welcomed to the meeting, as a Devon County
Council appointed Member of the Authority

e A Written Ministerial Statement was issued on 24" June in response to the
Glover Landscapes Review. The statement also announced details of the
Farming in Protected Landscapes programme which the Authority will be
required to manage and deliver.

6. MINUTES

i. Confirmation: The Minutes of the Authority’s meeting held on 4 May 2021
were agreed and signed as a correct record.

ii. Matters arising: There were no matters arising.

7. PUBLIC SPEAKING:

(1) Mr P Jobin, Local Resident
Item 4a - Page 1
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Mr Jobin made a statement raising concerns amongst some local residents about
the increasing prevalence of static mobile homes being placed on land across
Exmoor. His statement urged the National Park Authority to take a leading role,
along with other National Park Authorities, to lobby government and the Secretary
of State to treat the National Parks as a special case.

See Minute 8 for details of further public speakers.

Items relating to the Authority’s role as sole local planning authority for the
National Park area including determination of planning applications. This section
of the meeting was chaired by Mr S J Pugsley, Deputy Chairperson (Planning).

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

8. Application No. 6/15/20/101
Location: Hillside, Exton, Dulverton, TA22 9JT
Proposal: Proposed demolition of existing single storey garage and
erection of new two storey garage with office/studio over

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

Public Speaking:
(1) Mr J A’Court, applicant’s agent

RESOLVED: To refuse planning permission for the reasons set out in the
report.

9. Application No. WTCA 21/09
Location: Chypleighs, 3 Rosemary Lane, Dulverton, TA22 9DP
Proposal: Works to Trees in Conservation Area: T2, T3 Plane (Platanus x
hispanica) — repollard in line with previous management regime to prolong
life of trees and reduce shade on neighbouring apple trees; T4 mature
hawthorn (Cretaegus monogyna) — coppice as part of hedgelaying
management; G1 beech (Fagus sylvatica), approx.. 20 stems — cut and lay as
part of hedge management.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

RESOLVED: To grant permission for works to trees in Conservation Area.

10. Application No. 6/9/21/111LB
Location: Exmoor House, Dulverton, Somerset, TA22 9HL
Proposal: Application Under Regulation 3 of the Town & Country Planning
General Regulations 1992 for Listed building consent for the proposed removal
and replacement of stone capping on store room.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

RESOLVED: To grant listed building consent for the reasons set out in the report.
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11. SITE VISITS: There were no site visits to arrange.

The remaining section of the meeting was chaired by Mr R Milton, Chairperson of the
Authority.

The meeting closed for recess at 10.43am and reconvened at 11.02am.

12. 2020/21 OUTTURN - BUDGET PERFORMANCE AND RESERVES
The Authority considered the report of the Chief Finance Officer

RESOLVED:
(1) To note the financial performance for 2020/21.

(2) To approve the adequacy of the General Fund Balance at 31 March 2021;
and

(3) To approve the transfers between reserves.

13. 2020/21 OUTTURN = STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

RESOLVED: To consider and note the Statement of Accounts for 2020/21

14. ANNUAL TREASURY MANAGEMENT REPORT

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Finance and Operations

RESOLVED: To note the Treasury Management Outturn for 2020/21

15. MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES SCHEME
The Authority considered the report of the Chief Finance Officer

RESOLVED: To note the amounts paid to Members in 2020/21 through its
Scheme for Members’ Allowances.

16. CORPORATE PLAN REPORT 2020-2021
The Authority considered the report of the Head of Strategy and Performance
The Authority’s Consideration

The Committee wished to formally record their thanks to all Authority staff in
recognition of their hard work over the course of an extremely challenging year.

Particular note was paid to the Planning team, for their work to improve the overall
planning performance statistics; to the Public Rights of Way team, for achieving a
98% Open and Easy score; and to the positive story being promoted by the staff at
the Exford Depot for their use of timber from the Authority’s own woodlands in our
Rights of Way signage and furniture. Members looked forward to being able to
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attend a site visit to the tree nursery to be located next to the depot when
circumstances allow.

Members of the Committee were aware of local concerns over the increased visitor
numbers during lockdown, which had led to some incidents of antisocial behaviour.
With the lockdown now being lifted, there were additional concerns about whether

there was sufficient tourist accommodation available, and the knock-on impact this
may have on the availability and price of housing within the National Park — both in
the private sector and of course for affordable housing.

The appointment of the Rural Housing Enabler for the Somerset side of the National
Park was welcomed and it was hoped that continued liaison with North Devon
Council would be productive in relation to the Devon side of the Park.

The Authority Committee recognised that the delivery of so many of the services and
corporate priorities contained within the Corporate Plan 2020-2021 was a significant
achievement during these unprecedented times.

RESOLVED:

(1) To note the achievements in delivering the Authority’s key commitments
set out in the Corporate Plan 2020-2021 and to formally note Members’
and Leadership Team’s thanks to the staff for continuing to deliver services
and corporate priorities despite the disruption caused by the Covid
pandemic.

(2) To delegate to the Finance and Performance Advisory Panel and
Leadership Team further scrutiny of Authority performance across the
Corporate Plan 2021-2022 actions for the reporting period to 31 March
2022.

ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS
The Authority considered the report of the Head of Strategy and Performance
The Authority’s Consideration

The Committee noted that an oversight had been made in relation to Member
representation on the Pony Panel and Mr Milton confirmed he wished to continue his
involvement with that group, along with Mr Thwaites.

As a new Member of the Authority, Mr Yabsley indicated that he would like to be
involved with the Deer Monitoring Panel, the Exmoor Moorland & Farming Board and
the Exmoor Woodland and Forestry Advisory Group. In order to facilitate this, Mr Ley
and Mr Thwaites respectively advised they were happy to step down from the first
two groups mentioned, and it was suggested that an additional Member
representative would be acceptable on the Exmoor Woodland and Forestry Advisory
Group.

The Committee requested that Officers liaise with all external organisations at which
Member representation was required, to request that meetings be held remotely
wherever possible, rather than in-person. Given the Climate Emergency declarations
made by the Authority and many other organisations, it was the view of Members that
the use of virtual meetings should be encouraged wherever possible, including for
non-statutory meetings relating to the work of the Authority.

Item 4a — Page 4


https://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/about-us/meetings-agendas-reports/exmoor-national-park-authority/06-jul-2021/ar-enpa-06.07.21-Item-15.pdf

6 July 2021

Members noted that Mr M Riggulsford had been observing the meeting and were
pleased to note that his appointment as Independent Person was reconfirmed.

RESOLVED:

(1) To make the following appointments for 2021/22 to the Authority’s
committees under the Scheme of Delegation and to those panels, working
groups and other organisations as set out in the report.

(2) To liaise with external organisations to request that wherever possible
meetings be held remotely rather than in-person in order to comply with
the Climate Emergency declared by Exmoor National Park Authority and
many other organisations.

Final Accounts Committee and Finance & Performance Advisory Panel: Mr R
Milton, Miss A V Davis, Mr M Ellicott, Mrs F Nicholson, Mr J Patrinos, Mr S J
Pugsley, Miss E Stacey, Mr N Thwaites, Mr V White

Standards Committee: Mr M Ellicott, Mr J Patrinos, Mr S J Pugsley, Mr N
Thwaites, Miss E Stacey

Exmoor Local Access Forum: Mr R Milton, Dr S Warren

Exmoor Consultative and Parish Forum: All Authority members
Chairman of the Forum: Mr M Ellicott
Deputy Chairman of the Forum: Mr V White

Dartmoor and Exmoor Joint Member Liaison Meeting: Miss A V Dauvis,
Mr M Ellicott, Mr J Hunt, Miss E Stacey

Deer Monitoring Panel: Mr M Ellicott, Mrs P Webber, Mr J Yabsley
Exmoor Historic Environment Advisory Panel: Mrs L Blanchard, Mr J Holtom
Exmoor Landscape Advisory Group: Mrs L Blanchard, Mr R Milton

Exmoor Learning and Engagement Panel: Mrs L Blanchard, Mr B Revans, Dr S
Warren

Exmoor Moorland & Farming Board: Mr D Elson, Mr J Holtom, Mr R Milton, Mr J
Yabsley

Exmoor Nature Conservation Advisory Panel: Mrs L Blanchard, Mr J Holtom,
Mr J Hunt, Dr S Warren

Exmoor Rural Housing Network: Mr M Ellicott, Mr J Holtom, Mrs F Nicholson,
Mr S J Pugsley, Mr V White

Exmoor Woodland and Forestry Advisory Group: Mr J Holtom, Mr J Hunt, Mr J
Yabsley

External Funding Working Group: Miss A V Davis, Mr D Elson, Miss E Stacey,
Dr S Warren

Planning Policy Advisory Group: Mr R Milton, Miss A V Davis, Mr S J Pugsley,
Mr J Holtom, Dr M Kelly, Mrs C Lawrence, Mrs F Nicholson, Mr V White

Pony Panel: Mr R Milton, Mr N Thwaites

Simonsbath Project Group: Miss E Stacey, Mr S J Pugsley, Miss A V Davis
(sub), Mrs F Nicholson (sub)

Visit Exmoor: Miss E Stacey
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National Parks UK Executive Committee: Mr R Milton, Miss A V Davis (sub)

National Parks England Executive Committee: Mr R Milton, Miss A V Davis
(sub)

National Parks Climate Change Group: Mr D Elson

Campaign for National Parks: Miss AV Davis

Exmoor Hill Farming Network: Mr M Ellicott, Mr D Elson, Mr E Ley

North Devon AONB Partnership: Mr D Elson

South West Uplands Network: Mrs P Webber

South West Water Recreation and Conservation Forum: Mrs L Blanchard

Independent Person: Mr M Riggulsford

The meeting closed for recess at 12.28pm and reconvened at 1.06pm.

18.

FARMING IN PROTECTED LANDSCAPES SCHEME
The Authority considered the report of the Head of Conservation and Access
The Authority’s Consideration

The Authority Committee recognised the exceptional opportunity that the Farming in
Protected Landscapes Programme provided for Exmoor, and were equally aware of
the reputational significance it would bring to the National Park Authority.

Members expressed a number of concerns at the very tight timescales allowed for
the application window in Year 1 of the scheme, as there was a huge amount of work
involved to set up the scheme, receive applications and award grants in just 7
months.

A number of suggestions were made by Committee Members, including
consideration of whether it would be possible to use the funding to carry out an audit
of all landholdings on Exmoor to establish what each farm has got, which would help
to inform all other schemes that might come forward in the future. Members also
flagged the need to be aware of double funding issues, to guard against a potential
bias towards larger landowners, and to take into account previous learning from
projects like Nature Improvement Areas.

The Committee were aware that it was important the programme was linked to the
Authority’s Partnership Plan and looked forward to considering a detailed report
relating to the governance of the Farming in Protected Landscapes Programme at
the August Authority meeting.

RESOLVED:

(1) To welcome additional funding from Defra in 2021/22 in order to deliver the
first year of the farming in Protected Landscapes scheme.

(2) To authorise the Chief Executive to set up a Local Assessment Panel
which will consider and recommend the payment of grant applications over
£5,000.
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ENGLAND TREES ACTION PLAN AND ENGLAND PEAT ACTION PLAN
The Authority considered the report of the Head of Conservation and Access

RESOLVED: To welcome the England Trees Action Plan and the England Peat
Action Plan as a mechanism to further the Climate Emergency declaration and
the Nature Recovery Vision for Exmoor.

PERSONNEL UPDATE: The Authority noted the recent staff changes as set out on
the agenda.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY:

e The Chairperson noted that during the Member discussions surrounding the
Annual Appointments, the Authority had neglected to appoint a Chairperson
and Deputy Chairperson of the Exmoor Consultative and Parish Forum.
Nominations were duly made, seconded and unanimously voted upon to re-
appoint Mr M Ellicott as Chairperson and Mr V White as Deputy
Chairperson of that Forum.

e On behalf of all Members, the Deputy Chairperson of the Authority thanked
the Corporate Support Officer and all other members of staff involved in
putting the necessary arrangements in place for the safe return of in-person
meetings.

The meeting closed at 2.15pm

(Chairperson)
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ITEM 4b

EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY

MINUTES of the Meeting of the Exmoor National Park Authority held on
Thursday, 15 July 2021 at 10.00am at Dulverton Town Hall, Dulverton.

PRESENT
Mr R Milton (Chairperson)
Mr S J Pugsley (Deputy Chairperson (Planning))

Mrs L Blanchard Mr E Ley

Mr M Ellicott Mr J Patrinos
Mr D Elson Mr B Revans
Mr J Holtom Miss E Stacey
Dr M Kelly Mr N Thwaites
Mrs C M Lawrence Mr J Yabsley

Apologies for absence were received from Miss A V Davis, Mr J Hunt, Mr M Kravis, Mrs
F Nicholson, Dr S Warren, Mrs P Webber and Mr V White.

22. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:

The following declarations were declared in relation to Item 6.2 — Application No.
62/36/21/002 - Proposed retention of exiting agricultural barn (406.3 sgm).
Retrospective — Silkenworthy Farm, Down Lane, Kentisbury, Barnstaple:

e Dr M Kelly declared a pecuniary interest as a partner in the business acting
as an Agent for the Applicant and indicated he would leave the meeting
when this item was discussed.

e All Members declared receiving information from the Applicant’s Agent prior
to the meeting.

The following declarations were declared in relation to Item 6.6 — Application No.
62/62/20/005 - Proposed Succession Farm Workers dwelling and ancillary
outbuilding — Town Farm, Road From Trentishoe Down to Trentishoe Coombe,
Trentishoe, EX31 40D:

e Mr J Holtom declared a pecuniary interest as he had provided professional
assistance to the Applicant, prior to being appointed a Member of the
Authority. Mr Holtom indicated he would leave the meeting when this item
was discussed.

e MrJ Yabsley declared a personal interest as Chair of Devon County
Council’'s Farm Estates Committee.

23. CHAIRPERSON’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:

e Devon County Council had instructed Mr Graham Cridland to provide legal
support for this meeting, in lieu of Mrs L James.

e Members were reminded to turn on their microphones prior to speaking, to
ensure the audio livestream picked up their comments.

24. PUBLIC SPEAKING: See Minute 26, 27 and 31 for details of further public
speakers.

Item 4b — Page 1
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Items relating to the Authority’s role as sole local planning authority for the
National Park area including determination of planning applications. This section
of the meeting was chaired by Mr S J Pugsley, Deputy Chairperson (Planning).

25. APPEALS: The Committee noted the decision of the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government to:

A. Dismiss the Appeal in relation to Application 6/8/20/109 — Edbrooke Farm,
Acland Lane, Cutcombe, Wheddon Cross, TA24 7EL.

B. Allow the Appeal in relation to Application 6/8/20/110LB — Edbrooke Farm,
Acland Lane, Cutcombe, Wheddon Cross, TA24 7EL.

Mr B Revans joined the meeting.

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT

26. Application No. 6/3/20/123
Location: Gupworthy Farm, Wheddon Cross, Minehead, TA24 7DA
Proposal: Proposed conversion of traditional farm buildings to single
Principal Residence dwelling (Use Class C3) and associated works including
refurbishment of waterwheel and wheel pit

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

Public Speaking:
(1) Statement on behalf of Applicant tabled

The Authority’s Consideration

The Authority Committee agreed with Officers that the proposed development was
contrary to the Exmoor National Park Local Plan 2011-2031 and its Housing
Strategy, and did not consider that the Applicant had put forward any material
considerations that would warrant setting aside that policy.

Members therefore resolved to refuse planning permission for the reasons set out
in the report, however were reassured that Planning Officers felt there were policy
pathways that the Applicant could explore to develop the building should they wish
to do so in the future.

Members noted that in the reasons for refusal detailed on pages 20 and 21 of the
report, there was an error in one of the policies referenced at the top of page 21.
The sentence should have read “The proposed development is considered to be
contrary to policies GP1, HC-S1, HC-S2, HC-S3 and HC-D7 of the Exmoor
National Park Local Plan 2022-2031.”

RESOLVED: To refuse planning permission for the reasons set out in the
report.

Before the Officer presentation, Dr M Kelly left the meeting
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Application No. 62/36/21/002
Location: Silkenworthy Farm, Down Lane, Kentisbury, Barnstaple,
Proposal: Proposed retention of existing agricultural barn (406.3 sgm).

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

Public Speaking:
(1) Mr G Townsend, Applicant’'s Agent

The Authority’s Consideration

The Committee noted that Planning Officers recommended the application be
refused as they considered the erection of the application barn had led to the visual
expansion of the built form of this isolated site in the open countryside, and that the
development therefore resulted in significant harm to the landscape and visual
amenity, which could not be mitigated with screen planting.

Members were aware that at prior notification stage, the Landscape Officer had
verbally advised the Case Officer that screening should be sufficient to mitigate
the harm to the landscape that could be caused by the proposed development.
Due to the unique circumstances of this application, Members noted that this
advice contrasted with the view of the Conservation Manager once the building
was in-situ. In order for Members to assess the visual impact of the development
for themselves, it was proposed and seconded to defer determination of the
application to allow a site visit to take place. When put to the vote this motion was
not carried.

As the debate continued, and based upon photographs contained within the
Officer presentation, it became apparent that a majority of the Authority Committee
considered the new build was physically and functionally related to the existing
buildings, and that any harm caused to the landscape was not so significant that it
could not be ameliorated or mitigated by conditions to implement a landscaping
scheme.

Therefore, as Officers considered that both the principle and the design, scale and
materials of the development were compliant with Local Plan policies, Members
resolved to grant planning permission subject to a number of conditions, including
for a landscaping scheme, the detail of which they delegated to Planning Officers
to determine.

RESOLVED: To grant planning permission subject to the following conditions

1. The development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance
with drawing numbers 1910/1 and 1910/2, and the plans stamped by the Local
Planning Authority as 'FILE No 1' and FILE No. 4, all of which were date
stamped on 6th April 2021, unless otherwise required by condition(s) below.

Reason: To ensure a satisfactory standard of development in the interests of
amenity

2. Within one month of the date of this planning permission, a landscaping
scheme for screen planting along the north western boundary of the site shall
be submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning Authority.
Thereatfter this screen planting shall be implemented in the first planting
season following the date of this planning permission, or within such other time
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as may be approved with the Local Planning Authority in writing beforehand.
The screen planting shall be maintained in accordance with a maintenance
schedule which shall first be approved in writing by the Local Planning
Authority and any planting that is removed or found to be dead, dying or
diseased shall be replaced with similar species during a period of five years
following the completion of the screen planting scheme.

Reason: To ensure that screen planting is planted in the interests of
conserving the National Park landscape and protecting visual amenity.

The development hereby approved shall be constructed with timber boarding
to the external elevations where shown on the approved plans, unless an
alternative material has previously been agreed in writing with the Local
Planning Authority. The development shall be retained as such thereafter.

Reason: In the interests of the appearance of the development and to ensure
the development harmonises with its surroundings in the interests of the visual
amenities and character of this area.

The development hereby approved shall be retained with fibre cement roof
sheets, unless otherwise previously agreed in writing with the Local Planning
Authority.

Reason: In the interests of the appearance of the development and to ensure
the development harmonises with its surroundings in the interests of the visual
amenities and character of this area.

The site must be drained on a separate system of foul and surface water
drainage, with all clean roof and surface water being kept separate from foul
drainage.

Reason: To prevent pollution of the water environment.

No farm effluent or contaminated surface water, including wash down water
shall be discharged into any watercourses or water sources.

Reason: To prevent pollution of the water environment and to ensure that the
development does not increase risk of flooding from surface water discharge.

The development hereby approved shall be used solely for the purposes of
agriculture or horticulture as defined under Section 336 of the Town & Country
Planning Act 1990.

Reason: To ensure that the development hereby permitted is used solely for
the purposes of agriculture and horticulture.

Where the development hereby approved ceases to be used for the purposes
applied for within ten years from the date of this permission and planning
permission has not been granted authorising development for purposes other
than those set out under the above condition within three years of the
permanent cessation of the authorised uses, and there is no outstanding
appeal, the development must be removed unless the Local Planning Authority
has otherwise previously agreed in writing.

Reason: For the strict control of development in the countryside and the Local
Planning Authority wishes to ensure that the development is used solely for the
purposes hereby permitted.
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9. Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town & Country Planning (General
Permitted Development) Order 2015 (or any order revoking and re-enacting
that Order with or without modification), no external lighting shall be installed
on the development hereby approved unless details have first been submitted
to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The external
lighting shall thereafter be installed and operated fully in accordance with the
approved scheme.

Reason: In the interests of protecting visual amenity, wildlife interests and
Exmoor's dark night sky

After the vote Dr M Kelly returned to the meeting
The meeting closed for recess at 11.27am and reconvened at 11.36am.

28. Application No. 6/27/21/110
Location: Worthy Toll Road, Porlock, TA24 8JL
Proposal: Application Under Regulation 3 of the Town & Country Planning
General Regulations 1992 for proposed establishment of England Coast Path.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

RESOLVED: To grant planning permission for the reasons set out in the report.

29. Application No. 62/19/21/002
Location: Cobblers Park, Hangman Path, Combe Martin, EX34 ODL
Proposal: Application Under Regulation 3 of the Town & Country Planning
General Regulations 1992 for proposed improvements to footpath at Cobblers.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

RESOLVED: To grant planning permission for the reasons set out in the report.

30. Application No. 6/29/21/109
Location: Land to the East of Hurlstone Point, Henners Combe, North Hill,
Easting 291900 and Northing 148600
Proposal: Application Under Regulation 3 of the Town & Country Planning
General Regulations 1992 for proposed improvements to current footpath at
Henners Combe, North Hill as part of general improvements to create the
England Footpath.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

RESOLVED: To grant planning permission for the reasons set out in the report.

Before the Officer presentation, Mr J Holtom left the meeting
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31. Application No. 62/62/20/005
Location: Town Farm, Road From Trentishoe Down to Trentishoe Coombe,
Trentishoe, EX31 4QD
Proposal: Proposed Succession Farm Workers dwelling and ancillary
outbuilding.

The Authority considered the report of the Head of Planning and Sustainable
Development.

Public Speakers
(1) Mrs A Spry, Applicant
(2) MrL Spry, Applicant

The Authority’s Consideration

The Committee noted that Planning Officers recommended the application be
refused as they considered it had not been proven that the farming business at Town
Farm was financially viable in the long term and that it had not been shown that a
planning obligation had been secured to ensure that there are secure and legal
binding arrangements in place to demonstrate that the farm business is jointly held or
that management of the farm business would be transferred upon planning
permission being granted for the dwelling.

Members noted that agricultural appraisals had been received from two different
consultants with differing views on the financial aspect of the proposal. Landsense
Professional considered that the two businesses should be taken together and
therefore the financial tests were passed, whereas Acorus Rural Property Services
considered that the financial assessment should be based on the farm business
alone and any third party income from off the holding must be disregarded, and
therefore the business was not viable.

Whilst acknowledging that both appraisals contained some valid points, the Authority
Committee took the view that given the uncertainty over future farming policy
following Brexit, the diversification for farming businesses will become increasingly
important.

The Authority’s attention was drawn to Page 214, paragraph 7.47 of the Exmoor
National Park Authority Local Plan 2011-2031, under the Agricultural and Forestry
Development section, which stated:-

Exmoor’s agricultural land is dominated by mainly sheep and beef farming systems.
Farming, both on Exmoor and nationally, has faced a number of challenges which
have particularly affected smaller farms in upland areas. Within the National Park
there is a continuing trend towards larger farms over 100ha, with numbers of smaller
holdings declining. Diversification (on and off farm) continues to form part of the farm
income, currently contributing over 16% of income on average, with suggestions that
there will be an increase in the importance of diversification in the future. Evidence
indicates that Exmoor’s farms appear resilient with a good age structure amongst
farmers and a range of farming strategies, with some signs of recovery in hill farm
incomes and/or fortunes since 2005. However, low incomes from farming remain a
widespread problem and therefore it appears that diversified incomes will become
more important, as only a fifth of farm businesses on Exmoor provide all the
household income. These changes have implications for Exmoor’s economy.
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The Authority Committee therefore judged that the farm business was viable when
including the off farm diversification income, and that therefore the development was
compliant with Clause 1(b) of Policy HC-D10 of the Local Plan in relation to a
Succession Farm Worker dwelling.

Nevertheless, Members did consider it was important that a planning obligation be
secured to ensure that a legally binding S106 Agreement be put in place to
demonstrate the farm business is jointly held or that a transfer of management will
take place.

On that basis, the Authority Committee unanimously agreed that delegated authority
to grant planning permission should be granted.

RESOLVED: To delegate authority to grant planning permission subject to
appropriate conditions and the Applicant signing a S106 Agreement to demonstrate
the farm business is jointly held, or that a transfer of management of the farm to the
Applicant will take place.

After the vote Mr J Holtom returned to the meeting

32. APPLICATION DECISIONS DELEGATED TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE: The
Authority noted the decisions of the Chief Executive determined under delegated
powers.

33. SITE VISITS: It was anticipated that it might be necessary for a site visit to be held
on Friday, 30 July in respect of Application No. 62/50/20/004 in relation to the Lynton
& Barnstaple Railway Trust, which may be coming before Members at the August
Authority Meeting, but this would need to be confirmed.

The remaining section of the meeting was chaired by Mr R Milton, Chairperson of the
Authority.

34. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY: There was none

Th