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Above: Happy Days by Sir Alfred Munnings. Oil on canvas, 1924. Portrait of  Violet, Lady Munnings on Exmoor.  
The painting forms part of  an exhibition on the artist and the Exmoor landscape, opening March 2023  
by permission of  the Castle House Trust © The estate of  Sir Alfred Munnings.



We are thrilled to be welcoming you 
all to Exmoor as we host the UK 
National Parks’ Conference.  

It has been three tumultuous years since the last UK National 
Parks’ Conference and the world is a very different place today. 
Our theme, ‘What does the nation need from National Parks 
today?’ will help us think about our response to recent global 
changes and what our approach should be going forward to 
ensure our National Parks serve well as national assets.  
We have taken the opportunity to reset the conference and 
have stripped away a few elements you may have seen at 
previous conferences to reduce the costs for all involved. We 
are immensely grateful to all those that have supported the 
conference. Special thanks must go to the Dextra Group, our 
lead sponsor, and the Ordnance Survey for sponsoring the 
study tours.  
Our aim is that participants will leave with a refreshed sense of 
mission and ambition for what National Parks can offer the 
nation, despite the many challenges we face. Along the way 
we hope that you will be inspired by what you see, discover 
and experience within our National Park. 

Robin Milton &  
Sarah Bryan 
Chairman / Chief Executive,   
Exmoor National Park Authority 

WELCOME... CROESO… FÀILTE… 
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CONFERENCE THEME 

“We need our finest landscapes to be places of natural beauty 
which look up and outwards to the nation they serve. In 
essence, we’ve asked not ‘what do national landscapes need?’ 
but ‘what does the nation need from them today?”  

Protected Landscapes Review (England), 2019  

 
This poignant question may have been posed in the English review of 
protected landscapes but is relevant to all UK National Parks.  
When our National Parks were founded 70 years ago it was in response 
to a time of great national need following two world wars. The 
conference will address the vital role they should play in supporting 
the health and wellbeing of the nation today in the 21st century, 
following on from the devastating impact of the pandemic, along with 
the urgent need to address the climate and nature crises and a time of 
great financial pressure on individuals, government and business alike.  
We have primarily invited speakers from outside of the immediate 
National Park ‘family’ in order for us to listen and respond to a range 
of perspectives.  
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TUESDAY 27 SEPTEMBER DAY ONE

14.00   Venue opens for networking / delegate check-in and orientation   

15.30   CEO & Chairs meeting (small meeting room, Dunster Tithe Barn)   
               & Optional Study Tour to Dunster Castle - adapting to change  

18.00   Introduction & Welcome to Exmoor  
               Sarah Bryan, Chief Executive of Exmoor National Park Authority,  

Keme Nzerem, Facilitator & Robin Milton, Chair of Exmoor 
National Park Authority 

               Introduction to conference theme  
               Di Clements, Chair of Pembrokeshire National Park Authority and 

lead Chair of UK National Parks Forum   
               National Parks Partnerships and Revere ‒ Investing in nature  

Tom Gegg, Nature Based solutions technical lead at Palladium & 
Naomi Conway, Development Director at National Parks 
Partnerships   

               What does the nation need from National Parks today?  
Julian Glover OBE, Journalist   

18.45   Bar opens & canapes  

19.15   Evening meal interspersed with contributions from:  
               Exmoor Young Rangers - Supported through the Generation 

Green project to experience the National Park and understand the 
career opportunities available to them  

               Soraya Abdel-Hadi Adventurer, sustainable business champion 
and founder of All The Elements  

21.00    Networking / free time - bar / venue open to 23.00 
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DAY TWO WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 

Study tours  
All study tours will meet outside the Exmoor National Park Centre above 
Dunster Steep Car Park, ready for a prompt departure at the time shown. 
Details of your allocated tour are with your Delegate Pack (or ask at the 
registration desk).   

  
Time    Study tour                                                                             Bus company  

09.15    1 Managing Change                                                         Ridlers A  

09.15    2 The Hidden Edge of Exmoor-                                  Ridlers A  
Coastal adventure  

09.00    3 Transformations & Engaging with Nature      Tiverton Minibus  

09.15    4 Chain Reaction                                                                Martins  

09.15    5 Signs, Saplings and Stars                                            Ridlers B  

09.00    6 Living Landscapes                                                         Upton  

09.15    7 People, Place and Prosperity                                    Streets A  

09.15    8 Managing Honeypots, Ponies and Moorlands     Webbers  

09.15    9 Innovation on Exmoor                                                 Streets B  

                All tours will return to Dunster Steep between 16.00 and 16.30.  

 
Our study tours are kindly sponsored by OS:  
Ordnance Survey is delighted to be sponsoring the Study Tours for the UK 
National Parks' Conference for 2022. As the national mapping agency, we 
are excited to be building closer relationships with 
yourselves in order to help more people to get 
outside more often so that they can live longer, 
stay younger and enjoy life more. 
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  WEDNESDAY 28 SEPTEMBER DAY TWO

                 An evening at Horner Farm  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18.00    Coaches depart Dunster Steep Car Park (18.10 pick up from 
Premier Inn, Minehead) 

18.30   Drinks and canapes on arrival at Horner Farm  

19.00    Welcome to Horner Farm  
Holly Purdey 

19.10   Study Tour feedback 

20.00   Farm supper, followed by: 
               Nick Giles, Managing Director, OS Consumer (study tour sponsors) 
               Stanley Johnson, Environmentalist and writer 

21.00    Live music by Alex Hart & networking  

From    Coaches back to Dunster  
22.00     
 



09.15   Plenary session intro 
Keme Nzerem 

               Message from Dextra Group plc (conference sponsors) 
               Natasha Ward, Chief Operating Officer, Dextra Group 

               What does the nation need from National Parks today?  
Our speakers will consider the conference theme in the context of 
4 key challenges:  

                      l     Nature recovery    
                      l     Climate change    
                      l     Landscapes for all 
                      l     Green economic recovery   

               Daniel Raven-Ellison  
               Guerrilla geographer & founder of Slow Ways   

               Sarah Mukherjee MBE  
               Chief Executive IMEA (Institute of Environmental Management 

and Assessment) 

               Minette Batters 
               President of the National Farmers Union 

               Dr. Tony Juniper  
               Environmentalist and Chair of Natural England  

DAY THREE THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 
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THURSDAY 29 SEPTEMBER  DAY THREE 

10.35   Break (tea and coffee)  

11.10   Facilitated panel discussion 
Our morning speakers are joined by Dr. Rosie Plummer (Non-exec 
Board Member at Natural Resources Wales and Chair of Protected 
Areas Committee) and Jenny Gibbons (Team Leader for National 
Parks at the Scottish Government).  

               National Parks Green Pathways - Generation Green on screen 
Jonathan Ray, Director, NP UK Communications 

               Concluding remarks from Keme Nzerem 
Top takeaways for NPAs and partners to consider.  

12.30   Conference close Sarah Bryan, ENPA Chief Executive   
Handing over to future hosts - Northumberland National Park   

             Packed lunches will be available for those who have booked the 
shuttle bus, please pick up on your way out. Shuttle bus to Taunton 
station will depart promptly at 13.00 from Dunster Steep car park.   

             A buffet lunch is provided for those not on the shuttle bus. 
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INTRODUCING EXMOOR AND DUNSTER 

Exmoor was designated a National 
Park in 1954. Within its 267 square 
miles Exmoor contains an amazing 
variety of landscapes that provide 
inspiration and enjoyment to 
visitors and residents alike. Large 
areas of open moorland provide a 
sense of remoteness, wildness, and 
tranquillity rare in southern Britain, 
while spectacular coastal views, 
deep wooded valleys, high sea cliffs 
and fast flowing streams all 
combine to form a rich and distinct 
mosaic. 
 
 

Dunster is reputed to be one of the 
best conserved medieval villages in 
the country and is thought by many 
to be the setting for the hymn ‘All 
Things Bright and Beautiful’. It is a 
gateway to the National Park 
nestling at the end of the Avill 
Valley and is steeped in history 
including the iconic Yarn Market, a 
working watermill, packhorse 
bridge, and Iron Age settlements as 
well as the imposing castle 
standing proudly over the village. 
Our conference venue, the Tithe 
Barn, is located within the former 
precinct of a Benedictine Priory.
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SPONSOR’S MESSAGE - DEXTRA 

Dextra Group plc is the largest, privately owned lighting manufacturer in 
the UK and has been committed to British manufacturing for over 40 
years. The emphasis has always been on ‘Made in Britain’ to design and 
manufacture energy efficient lighting products, both standard and 
bespoke, for many market sectors. We operate from a purpose-built 
factory in North Dorset, employing some 500 staff in a rural community.  

Dextra Group has a long-established history of market leading 
technological innovation and process sustainability, ensuring that all 
elements of our business minimise our environmental impact not only at 
the product level but in every aspect of the company.   

In 2018, Dextra’s owner initiated a number of carbon offsetting measures 
on an estate in Exmoor which included changes in existing habitat 
management and a comprehensive tree planting scheme in order to 
reduce the company’s carbon footprint. This, combined with our 
sustainable manufacturing ethos will assist in the company’s aspiration to 
reach zero carbon emissions by 2050, in line with the United Nation’s 
Climate Change Race to Zero Campaign.   

Dextra Group fully support and acknowledge the importance of the 
National Parks conference theme and objectives and are proud to be 
involved as the sponsor.  

www.dextragroup.co.uk
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Luttrell Arms Hotel 

Yarn Market Hotel 

Dunster Castle Hotel 

Stags Head Inn 

Foresters Arms 

Tithe Barn 
Limited parking (access via Priory Green) 
Pedestrian access: 

              through the Village Gardens  

              through the arch of the Dunster Castle Hotel 

Village Gardens  

Dunster Castle 

National Park Centre 

Pedestrian Area 

Car Parks 
Approximately 150 spaces at Dunster Steep  
& approximately 20 spaces at Park Street

DUNSTER

National Park Centre  
at Dunster Steep  

          Day 1:  10.00 - 17.30  
          Day 2: 08.45 - 18.00  
          Day 3: 10.00 - 17.00

See right for opening times
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DUNSTER
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SPEAKER PROFILES In order of appearance 

Keme is an experienced conference chair and a 
keen outdoorsman. He is best known as an award-
winning TV news correspondent, presenter and 
filmmaker. Having reported from around the world 
he is one of the most recognisable faces on 
Channel 4 and ITV News, known for his nuance and 
sensitivity. His focus is always on people, and how 
global events impact the lives of ordinary folk.  

When not filming news stories, he is typically cycling or back 
country skiing. A recent focus has been on helping to make outdoor 
recreation more inclusive and he is a trustee for an education charity 
working with disengaged youth in inner cities. Keme is a sought-
after judge on the international adventure sport film circuit, where 
he also chairs keynote events and moderates panel discussions.  

Keme Nzerem (Facilitator)
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SPEAKER PROFILES

For 30 years Di has lived and worked on the family-
run dairy farm at Broomhill in Pembrokeshire, 
adding accommodation  in 2019. She has been a 
Member of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park 
since 2017 and served as Deputy Chair from 2019 
before being voted as Chair in June 2022. She is the 
current lead Chair of the UK National Parks Forum. 
She is a director of Visit Pembrokeshire and in her 
free time loves walking the coast path, running and 
wild swimming.  

Di Clements

As UK nature-based solutions lead at Palladium, 
Tom is helping to lead the Revere programme ‒ an 
innovative partnership with National Parks 
Partnerships to help secure £240 million for vital 
nature restoration. His team are supporting 
National Park Authorities and landowners to design 
the business plans and economic models we need to put new ideas 
for nature projects into practice. Prior to this Tom worked on tropical 
forest conservation in Indonesia, helping to finance new business 
start-ups that use forest products sustainably.

Tom Gegg
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Naomi is Director of National Park Partnerships 
which secures support from the private sector to 
support the work of the UK National Parks. As part 
of this role she serves on the leadership team of 
Revere. Prior to joining National Parks Partnerships 
Naomi held senior roles with the National Portrait 
Gallery and the Princes Foundation for Children 
and the Arts 

Naomi Conway

Julian is an author and journalist with extensive 
experience of working with government. He is a 
former Associate Editor at the London Evening 
Standard and author of the biography “Man of 
Iron: Thomas Telford and the Building of Britain”. 
He has worked as lead writer and columnist at the 
Guardian and as a speech writer and Special 
Adviser in Number 10 and the Department for Transport.  
He led the Landscapes Review for Defra, published in 2019 and is a 
board member for the Buxton International Festival and trustee of 
the National Lottery Heritage Fund. 

Julian Glover
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Logan and Billy have grown up close to the border 
of Exmoor National Park and have recently been 
involved as Exmoor Young Rangers through the 
Generation Green project. As a part of this they 
have been spending time exploring Exmoor, 
getting to know about the roles of different staff in 
managing the National Park, supporting the work 
of the National Park Authority and volunteering at 

various events. They participated last year as Exmoor representatives 
in the UK National Parks’ Youth Voice conference. 

Billy and Logan

Soraya Abdel-Hadi is an award-winning writer, 
artist, sustainability professional and founder of All 
The Elements CIC - a non-profit network for those 
creating change on diversity in the UK outdoors. 
She has worked in the outdoor sector for most of 
her career in roles including equestrian journalism, 
climbing instruction and expedition planning. All The Elements is 
centred on the community leaders creating positive change on 
representation and access across all diversity areas, from ethnicity and 
race, to limited financial means, age, gender identity and sexuality, 
and more.

Soraya Abdel-Hadi
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SPEAKER PROFILES 

Holly grew up on an organic dairy farm and went 
on to work in conservation. She is now building an 
agro-ecological farm with cattle, sheep, goats and 
chicken which they sell direct through their farm 
shop. Driven by the climate emergency and 
biodiversity loss she is managing the farm in a way 
that delivers healthy soils, abundant wildlife and 
contributes to a thriving community. The farm 

hosts education days, food events and open days, and is also home 
of Good Vibe Veg CIC ‒ a community supported agricultural scheme. 
Holly is a trustee for Somerset Wildlife Trust. 

Holly Purdey

After graduating from UWE Bristol in Marketing, 
Nick worked in, owned and sold a number of direct 
marketing agencies. Then moving into financial 
services, Nick held senior management roles at RSA, 
LV= and Aviva  before running sales and marketing 
for the RAC. As Managing Director of OS Consumer, 
Nick has seen development of the UK’s leading 
navigation mobile app, a redesign of the traditional paper map range 
and the creation and development of the GetOutside initiative which 
helps over 6m people in UK to get outside more often.    
Nick is an avid outdoor enthusiast, an enthusiastic mountain biker 
and is passionate about the benefits of an active outdoor lifestyle. 
He is a non executive director of Dennis Maps Ltd and Chairman of 
the Outdoor Industries Association.  

Nick Giles
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Hails from a farming heritage with a passion for the 
outdoors. Having worked for Dextra Group for 20 
years, she was recently promoted to Chief Operating 
Officer and is fully dedicated to supporting 
sustainable manufacturing within the UK.

Natasha Ward 

A writer and environmentalist Stanley was a 
Member of the European Parliament from 1979-
1984 where he served as Vice Chairman of the 
Parliament’s Committee on Environmental, Public 
Health and Consumer Protection. He also worked in 
the European Commission as Head of the 
Prevention of Pollution division and later as Senior 
Adviser to DG Environment and as Director of Energy Policy.  
He is currently President of the Gorilla Organisation and International 
Ambassador for the Conservative Environment Network. 
Stanley lives on Exmoor and is a Vice-President of the Exmoor Society. 
He has been awarded the Greenpeace Prize for Outstanding Services 
to the Environment, as well as the RSPB Medal and the WWF Leader 
of the Planet award.  
He is a former contestant on ‘I’m a celebrity get me out of here, ‘and 
has appeared on several other popular TV shows. 

Stanley Johnson 
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Sarah currently serves as Chief Executive of the 
IMEA (Institute of Environmental Management and 
Assessment). She was the BBC’s Environment 
Correspondent for many years presenting on 
national and international BBC radio and television 
news and working across the world. She has since 
held leadership roles in utilities and agriculture.   
Sarah was a Panel Member of the Landscapes 

Review and is the Independent Co-Chair of Natural England’s 
Landscape Advisory Panel established earlier this year. She has been 
a Campaign for Real Ale beer judge and a rugby reporter in the past 
and is a runner and yoga addict.  

Sarah Mukherjee MBE

SPEAKER PROFILES

A former geography teacher, Daniel now describes 
himself a guerrilla geographer. He has walked 
across all of the UK National Parks and cities 
wearing a mind-reading device and made the short 
film “UK National Parks in 100 seconds”. He led the 
campaign to make London the world’s first 
National Park City and has recently founded Slow 
Way where he works as Chief Exploration Officer in a bid to create a 
national network of walking routes connecting all of Great Britain’s 
towns, cities and National Parks.  
Daniel is also a parent, National Geographic Explorer and Ordnance 
Survey Get Outside Champion. 

Daniel Raven-Ellison
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SPEAKER PROFILES

Tony is a lifelong environmentalist having worked 
with Birdlife International, Friends of the Earth and 
WWF UK. In 2019 Tony was appointed as Chair of 
Natural England. Before taking up this role he was a 
Fellow with the University of Cambridge Institute 
for Sustainability Leadership and President of the 
Wildlife Trusts. Until January 2018 he was an 
independent sustainability and environment 

advisor, including as Special Advisor with The Prince of Wales’s 
International Sustainability Unit.  
He is also the author of the bestseller ‘What has nature ever done for 
us?’ and ‘The Ladybird guide to climate change’ (co-authored with 
HRH The Prince of Wales and Emily Shuckburgh). 

Dr Tony Juniper CBE

Minette runs a tenanted family farm in Wiltshire.  The 
mixed farming business includes cattle, sheep and 
arable.  Diversification includes the conversion of a 
17th Century tithe barn into a wedding and corporate 
events venue, and horse liveries.  Minette co-founded 
the campaigning initiatives ‘Ladies in Beef’ and the 
‘Great British Beef Week’. 
She has been an NFU member from grassroots through to County 
Chairman and served as Regional Board Chairman for the South West.  
She served as NFU deputy president for four years from 2014 to 2018, 
before being elected as president in February 2018.  Minette is also a 
Trustee of Farm Africa.

Minette Batters
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Conference queries  
The conference team (ENPA staff) are here to 
help with any queries or info you may need. 
Look out for us in branded red t shirts and 
yellow name badges! If you have a particularly 
urgent query outside of the core conference 
events, you can call us on 01398 322291 or 
07966 638669 between 08.00 and 22.00.  

Feedback  
We welcome any feedback you may have on 
the conference. We will circulate to all delegates 
a brief web survey after the event. If however 
you’d like to email any feedback please send to  
ruralenterprise@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk. 

Going green  
We have sought to reduce the impact of this 
event on our precious environment, seeking to 
eliminate single use disposable plastics in line 
with our Plastic free Status, using local goods 
and services throughout and facilitating the use 
of sustainable travel options. For unavoidable 
emissions we will be dedicating 1 tree per 
delegate in our new woodland creation at Bye 
Wood - the largest woodland creation project 
in the National Park.  

What to wear and bring 
Please ensure you are suitably equipped for 
your allocated study tour. All tours will be 
outside for times so please wear sturdy 
footwear and bring warm waterproof clothing 
and a sun hat / sunscreen too - just in case! 
We would also encourage you to bring your 
own filled drinks bottle and rucksack for study 
tours. 
We will be partly outside and within a barn for 
the evening at Horner Farm so please wear 
warm comfortable clothing. A torch may be 
helpful too.  
There is no dress code for any events. 

Wi-Fi  
Main Hall  
Network = BTBHub6-QHK7  
Password = Are6kmUAKtUh  
Meeting room and reception area:  
Network = TP-LINK_FBC8D4  
Password = 93617604  

Social sharing  
We hope that you will all share lessons learnt 
and new ideas. We encourage the appropriate 
use of social media using the hashtag 
#NPUKConf.  

Filming and photography  
A summary film of the conference will be 
produced, and photos taken throughout the 
event. A conference report will also be 
published following the event. If you would 
rather not be featured in these then please 
make this known to the conference team on 
registration ‒ you may be directed to sit in a 
specific area.  

Covid  
Please help protect others. Please do not attend 
if you have Covid symptoms and / or test 
positive. If you develop symptoms while here, 
please withdraw and inform the conference 
team via phone. We can drop off a lateral flow 
test to your accommodation.   
Please respect the wishes of others regarding 
the wearing of masks and check others are 
comfortable before offering handshakes etc. 
Masks & hand gel will be available at all venues.  

Panel questions  
The final morning will include a panel session. 
Whilst subject to time some questions may 
be taken from the floor, it would help if you 
could submit questions in advance. Your 
conference pack includes a postcard - please 
write your question on this and leave in the 
box at the registration desk, or hand to a 
member of the conference team if off site.  
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Hosted by:  
Exmoor National Park Authority on behalf of the UK National Park Family  
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