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ITEM 3 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

FINAL ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Final Accounts Committee of the Exmoor National Park 
Authority held on Tuesday 29 September 2015 at 10.00am in the Committee Room, Exmoor 
House, Dulverton. 

PRESENT 
Miss A V Davis (Chairman) 

Mr S Crabb 
Mr M Ellicott 
Mr J Patrinos 

  

An apology for absence was received from Mr N Holliday.  
 

1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   In relation to Item 4 – Statement of Accounts for 
2014/15, Mr S Crabb declared a personal interest as a member of the Somerset 
County Council Pension Fund and of the Somerset County Council Pension Fund 
Committee. 

 

2. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  There were no speakers at public question time. 

 

3. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2014/15 

 The Committee considered the report of the Chief Finance Officer. 

Mr Andrew Shaw, Audit Manager of Grant Thornton, presented the findings of the 
Annual Governance Report to the Committee which summarised the 2014/15 audit of 
the Authority’s financial statements and its arrangements to secure value for money in 
its use of resources.  The Committee was advised that the audit process was 
substantially complete and a concluding review of internal processes would not affect 
the audit findings. 

Mr Shaw confirmed that the Authority’s accounting statements gave a true and fair 
view of the state of its affairs as at 31 March 2015 and of its income and expenditure 
for the year then ended, and that the financial statements and supporting working 
papers had been prepared to a high standard in accordance with the CIPFA Code of 
Practice on Local Authority Accounting.  It was therefore proposed to issue an 
unqualified opinion in relation to the Authority’s financial statements.   

Mr Shaw also confirmed that the Authority had in place proper corporate arrangements 
for securing economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

The Committee commended the work of the finance team and particularly  
Mr Ben Barrett, the Authority’s former Head of Finance & Performance, who had 
recently left the Authority’s employment to take up a post on the Isles of Scilly.  
Members requested that a letter be sent to Mr Barrett thanking him for his work 
undertaken in the preparation of the Statement of Accounts. 

http://www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/618614/ar-fac-29.09.15-Item4-Statement-of-Accounts-Report.pdf
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RESOLVED:  

1. To receive the Audit Findings Report (ISA+260) of the External Auditor as set out in 
Annex 1 and to confirm that the misclarification and disclosures contained within the 
report have been carried out on the grounds that they are not material. 

2. To authorise the Chief Executive to issue the letter of representation as set out in 
Annex 2 to the report. 

3. To adopt the Statement of Accounts for 2014/15 as set out in Annex 3 to the report. 

 
 

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY:  There was none. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.20am. 

 

 

 

(Chairman) 


