Exmoor National Park Authority
Requirements for the Submission of Planning and Other Applications

3.0 National Requirements
Information requirements for applications for outline planning
permission.
Outline applications can be appropriate when the principle of a development
proposal needs to be established. However, in the National Park, given the
sensitivity of the area, a full detailed planning application will usually be
necessary to help to demonstrate that the impacts are acceptable. The
Development Management Team are happy to advise on whether an outline
application will be suitable for your proposal.
Applications for outline planning permission generally need not give details of
any proposed reserved matters unless the matters include layout, scale or
access. However, if the local planning authority receives an application for
outline planning permission but decides that the application ought not to be
considered separately from all or any of the reserved matters it must notify the
applicant within one month from the receipt of the application that further
details are submitted. The Local Authority will also specify what further details
are needed.
The reserved matters which can be considered as a second stage are;


Layout – the way in which buildings, routes, and open spaces are
provided within the development and their relationship to buildings and
spaces outside the development.



Scale – the height, width and length of each building proposed in
relation to its surroundings.



Appearance – the aspects of a building or place which determine the
visual impression it makes, excluding the external built form of the
development.



Access – this covers the accessibility to and within the site for
vehicles, cycles and pedestrians in terms of positioning and treatment
of access and circulation routes and how these fit into the surrounding
access network.



Landscaping – this is the treatment of private and public space to
enhance to protect the site’s amenity through hard and soft measures,
for example, through planting of trees or hedges or screening by fences
or walls.

Even if layout, scale and access are reserved, an application will still require a
basic level of information. As a minimum, applications should always include
information on:


Use – the use or uses proposed for the development and any distinct
development zones within the site identified.
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Amount of development – the amount of development proposed for
each use (for retail this should be the gross retail floorspace expressed
as square metres).



Indicative layout – an indicative layout with separate development
zones proposed within the site boundary where appropriate.



Scale parameters – an indication of the upper and lower limits for
height, width and length of each building within the site boundary.



Indicative access points – an area or areas in which the access point
or points to the site will be situated.
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