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2. Regulation 16 – Consultation Responses 

2.1. Exmoor National Park Authority publicised The Lyn Plan (Lynton & Lynmouth 

Neighbourhood Plan) from Thursday 15th May to Friday 12th July 2013 in 

accordance with regulation 16 (Publicising a plan proposal) of The 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations (General) 2012. 

2.2. The following representations were made: 

i) 01-1305 Peter Thorn – Canoe England 

ii) 02-1305 Richard Briden – Lyn Economic Tourism Alliance (LETA) 

iii) 03-1305 Rachael Bust – The Coal Authority 

iv) 04-1305 Angela Atkinson – The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) 

v) 05-1305 David Stuart – English Heritage 

vi) 06-1305 Laura Horner – Natural England 

 



  
 

 
 

3. 01-1305 Response 

 

LYNTON & LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM 
REGULATION 16 – THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) 

REGULATIONS 2012 

 

Please ensure your response is returned to Exmoor National Park Authority by 

4.00pm on 12th July 2013 

By post to: David Wyborn, Exmoor National Park Authority, Exmoor House, 

Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9HL. Or by email to:  ldf@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 

NAME Peter Thorn 

ADDRESS 
or EMAIL 

peterthorn7@aol.co.uk 

YOUR CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

Paragraph 
or policy 
number 

COMMENT 

4.61.9 Note that the East Lyn River is a top quality white water river, popular 
with expert canoeists. It is arguably the finest white water river at a top 
level of difficulty in England. It attracts relatively small numbers of 
canoeists during the wetter winter months. The river is generally too low 
during the summer and is left to anglers to enjoy. Canoeing creates 
helpful economic benefit in Lynmouth, Brendon and local areas during 
lean winter months. Access issues can be contentious for some riparian 
owners but Natural England has few concerns about 'closed season' 
access. There is potential for this activity to be modestly increased. 
 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 
 

 

If you would like to be notified on Exmoor National Park Authority’s decision 
whether to bring the neighbourhood development plan into force please tick 
the box opposite. 

 

 

mailto:ldf@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk


  
 

 
 

4. 02-1305 Response 

 

4.1. Email sent by Richard Briden (LETA) 

From: Shelley's [shelleys.hotel@virgin.net] 
Sent: 17 May 2013 15:05 
To: Tessa Saunders; LDF 
Subject: RE: Lyn Plan Consultation 
Attachments: LETA Business Engagement Meeting 3 & 10 October 2011 

FEEDBACK 1.doc; Petition 1A No to the loss of car parking spaces in 
Lynmouth.docx.jpeg; Petition 1B No to the loss of car parking 
spaces in Lynmouth.docx.jpeg; Petition 1C No to the loss of car 
parking spaces in Lynmouth.docx.jpeg; Petition 2A Yes to extend 
the numbers of days that the Manor Grounds foreshore in 
Lynmouth is available for the provision of car parking and other 
events.jpeg; Petition 2B Yes to extend the numbers of days that the 
Manor Grounds foreshore in Lynmouth is available for the provision 
of car parking and other events.jpeg; Petition 2C Yes to extend the 
numbers of days that the Manor Grounds foreshore in Lynmouth is 
available for the provision of car parking and other events.jpeg 

 
 

Tessa 
I wish like to submit the attached two 2013 petitions that was signed by some 40+ 
Lynmouth businesses calling for:- 
“No to the loss of car parking spaces in Lynmouth” 
“Yes to extend the numbers of days that the Manor Grounds foreshore in Lynmouth is 
available for the provision of car parking and other events” 
 
Evidence of need:- 
Cllr Bryn Howells stated at a LLTC Full Council meeting in March 2013 that 75% of LLTC car 
park revenue comes from Lynmouth 
Cllr Barry Hobbs stated at a LLTC Full Council meeting in March that in the last 20 years 
Lynmouth had lost in excess of 115 car parking spaces 
Lynton TIC 2012 Visitor Survey stated that 95%+ of visitors come by car  
LLTC Oct 2011 Tourism & Economy Public Meetings organised by LLTC Councillors Ian Rigby, 
Julian Gurney, Suzette Hibbert, Barry Hobbs and Tony Meakin at the Bath & Sandrock Hotels 
stated that “Car Parking was by far the greatest issue that was raised.” – see attached. 
 
Richard 
 



  
 

 
 

TOURISM & ECONOMY PUBLIC MEETINGS – 

FEEDBACK 

 

Following the two well-attended public 

consultation meetings, held in Lynmouth and 

Lynton on the 3 & 10 October, the Town 

Council has been actively developing a 

strategy and actions in response to the issues 

raised. 

 

We will be providing you with regular updates 

on how things are progressing and welcome 

any further comments and suggestions as the 

initiative develops.  As was made clear at the 

meetings, however, there are some things the 

Council can help with but others that will 

need action by others in the community. 

 

Prior to the public meetings the Council had 

already established a small sub-committee of 

three councillors tasked with addressing 

economy and tourism issues.  This committee 

developed the idea of forming an alliance of 

existing local groups who are already working 

hard to promote our area.  In this way it 

should be possible to avoid duplicating 

activities whilst at the same time, through 

collaborating together, achieving more 

effective ways of raising the profile of Lynton 

and Lynmouth and the surrounding area.  To 

this end the Town Council, TIC, L&L Cliff 

Railway, LACT, Exmoor National Park 

Authority and the Lyn Community 

Development Trust are to meet on 2 

December to explore the potential for 

working more closely together in an alliance 

of common cause. Suggested name is Lyn 

Economic & Tourism Alliance (LETA).  This 

core group will also be looking for and 

welcome support and input from any other 

organisation or individuals who would like to 

get involved.   

          

The following are some of the key concerns 

and ideas that you expressed at the two 

meetings and the current ‘work in progress’ 

responses by the Town Council sub-

committee (now expanded to 5 members).  

 

Car Parking was by far the greatest issue that 

was raised.  Having started to discuss this, the 

Council decided that the whole issue of 

parking in both villages would be best 

addressed at a special council meeting to be 

held at the Town Hall on Tuesday 6 December 

at 6.30 pm.  Council meetings are open to the 

public and there is the opportunity to ask 

questions or comment prior to the start of the 

meeting. 

 

Traders Staying Open Longer was suggested 

as a way of improving the visitor experience 

and increasing spend.  It is proposed to ask 

traders to trial the idea next season, if only for 

a couple of evenings a week to start with.  

Street entertainment such as buskers, line 

dancing etc. on these occasions will also be 

encouraged. 

 

Market Research by surveying visitors who 

stay or just pass through will provide valuable 

information on how visitors are hearing about 

us and why they choose to come to the area.  

The design of a survey form that can be used 

by accommodation providers, traders and 

others is well underway. 
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More Events & Attractions was raised as a 

way of raising profile.  The Town Council will 

encourage this by promoting the Manor 

Green (free of charge) and the Town Hall as 

event venues, but again the ideas for such 

events need to come from local organisations 

and the community.  It is envisage that this 

will be actively supported by the emerging Lyn 

Economic & Tourism Alliance. 

 

Dedicated Marketing Support (referred to as 

an Event Manager at the meetings) was 

highlighted as a major way of developing on-

going promotion of the area.  The Council sub-

committee see this as an important 

development and are proposing that LETA 

look at the options and funding requirements 

for such an initiative to see if an affordable 

solution can be found. 

 

Promotional Literature.  LACT will no longer 

be producing the Exmoor Scene, which means 

there is now no official promotional 

document for visitors.  Again this is something 

that LETA can look to address.  Initial thoughts 

are for an attractive brochure/flier that details 

key attractions and locations for the use of 

visitors whilst here, but that could also be 

accessed on local web sites or be sent out as a 

means of promoting what the area has to 

offer.            

 

Web Sites are now established as possibly the 

leading method of promotion, they certainly 

are the most cost effective. There are a 

number of web sites dedicated to promoting 

the area and each have their individual roles 

and strengths but our web presence is 

uncoordinated, and therefore, is likely to be 

less effective. 

The Council sub-committee is conducting a 

review of all the local web sites with a view to 

opening up dialogue with the various host 

organisations to try and reconcile our internet 

presence.  In addition a fact-finding meeting, 

of interested parties and a web SEO and 

promotion company, was held on 23 

November to help evaluate future options. 

 

Over the next few months we will keep you 

informed of progress, but would like to stress 

again the importance of us all working 

together to try to mitigate the dire effects of 

the economic downturn. 

 

If you wish to be involved or feed in your 

ideas and views you can contact members of 

the Council sub-committee or any Town 

Councillor   

 

Economy & Tourism Sub-Committee 

 

Ian Rigby (Chairman) 

Julian Gurney 

Suzette Hibbert    

Barry Hobbs 

Tony Meakin 

 

Contact details for further information or to 

get involved 

 

Email: ltc@northdevon.gov.uk 

Tel: 01598 752384 



  
 

 
 

 

 



  
 

 
 



  
 

 
 

 



  
 

 
 

 

 



  
 

 
 

 

 



  
 

 
 



  
 

 
 

5. 03-1305 Response 



  
 

 
 

6. 04-1305 Response 
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7. 05-1305 Response 

 

LYNTON & LYNMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM 
REGULATION 16 – THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING (GENERAL) 

REGULATIONS 2012 

 

Please ensure your response is returned to Exmoor National Park Authority by 

4.00pm on 12th July 2013 

By post to: David Wyborn, Exmoor National Park Authority, Exmoor House, 

Dulverton, Somerset TA22 9HL. Or by email to:  ldf@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 

NAME David Stuart 

ADDRESS 
or EMAIL 

Historic Places Adviser, English Heritage, 29 Queen Square, Bristol, 
BS1 4ND 
david.stuart@english-heritage.org.uk 

YOUR CONSULTATION RESPONSE 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

We note that the Plan has generally set thematic rather than site specific policy 
objectives for its area and relies on the strategic policies in overarching Local Plan 
and related documents to address generic matters such as heritage protection and 
related objectives. 
 
We note too that the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) of the draft Plan provided a poor 
outcome when evaluating it against heritage criteria, concluding with zero or 
negative scores against the individual policies.  It also provided a series of 
recommendations to address this situation, leading to amendments in the Plan which 
the SA in its scoring now regards as generally positive. 
 
While we are pleased with this improvement, overall we would have been more 
encouraged if the Plan had been more specific in its description, identification of 
issues and recommendations for local heritage assets, as recommended in the SA 
report, set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and as we 
outlined in our response to the Scoping Opinion consultation. 
 
It is obviously for the local community to identify those matters which it wishes its 
Plan to address but the omission of detailed and positive heritage objectives could 
be seen as a missed opportunity to formally define a local heritage agenda and give 
it statutory weight.  Such provision would be particularly helpful, for example, when 
identifying outcomes or outputs sought from Community Infrastructure Levy 
contributions. 
 

mailto:ldf@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk
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Overall, we therefore recommend that further thought be given to: 
 

 A greater demonstration of conformity with the NPPF and Local Plan 

 More specific and detailed coverage of, and provision for, the local historic 
environment 

 In the absence of more robust provision in its Environment section (ENV1), 
the specific mention of the need to protect and enhance the historic 
environment as a criterion against individual policies. 

  



  
 

 
 

8. 06-1305 Response 
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