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Our team at the National Park is 
passionate about Exmoor. 
We love its wild open moorland, 
spectacular coastline, deep wooded 
valleys, villages, and farms, which have 
been shaped by nature and people 
over thousands of years   a landscape 
which is unique and special. 
After the tough times we’ve all experienced, it’s been wonderful to 
see residents and visitors enjoying its beauty, tranquillity and variety.  
Whether you live near or far, this is your National Park and indeed 
your very own ‘Natural Health Service’  open all year round and 
free for everyone to enjoy with 1000km of paths to explore. 
With more challenges on the horizon, never has it been more 
important to conserve our beautiful landscapes and wildlife, cherish 
our distinctive history and work with our communities to secure the 
future of Exmoor for everyone to enjoy.  There are many big issues 
facing National Parks: the ongoing need to protect and enhance the 
biodiversity we rely on for life, the challenge of securing adequate 
resources to keep our National Parks accessible to all and ensuring 
national policies are reflected in local decision making. The annual 
cost to the nation of each person who enjoys Exmoor National Park 
is relatively very little, but the benefits to our physical and mental 
wellbeing are priceless. 
You might be enjoying Exmoor National Park as a first timer or a 
regular, in the freshness of spring, the first glowing colours of 
autumn or marvelling at the stars during our amazing Dark Skies 
Festival. Exmoor is also wonderful in the winter months, with even 
quieter roads, great value accommodation and fabulous winter 
walks.  
If you want to give something back to help us conserve our National 
Park for the future, we warmly welcome donations to ‘CareMoor 
for Exmoor’. You can donate online or through the collection boxes 
at our centres in Dulverton, Dunster and Lynmouth. You can also do 
your bit by shopping and eating locally, especially where you see 
the ‘CareMoor’ logo. Many restaurants and tearooms take pride in 
using locally sourced ingredients, so your custom will also help our 
local farmers. 
Whether as a short break or regular 
haunt, we really hope you enjoy your 
time out and about on Exmoor and 
thank you for all your support. 

“Whether you are a new or 
frequent visitor, or a local 
resident we’d love to meet you. 
Exmoor means something 
different to us all and offers 
something for everyone. We’re 
here to help you find your 
Exmoor and help you discover 
more about this special place 
and the work of the National 
Park. Over the winter we’ve been 
making some great 
improvements to our Centres , 
so do call in and discover more.” 

Lynne, NPC Lynmouth

National Park Centre, Lynmouth 
The Pavilion, The Esplanade, 
Lynmouth, Devon. EX35 6EQ. 

01598 752509 

NPCLynmouth 
@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

National Park Centre, Dunster 
Dunster Steep, Dunster,  
Somerset. TA24 6SE. 

01643 821835 

NPCDunster 
@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

National Park Centre, Dulverton 
7-9 Fore Street, Dulverton,  
Somerset. TA22 9EX. 

01398 323841 

NPCDulverton 
@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk
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Visit our  
National Park Centres  
to find your Exmoor 

Our award-winning ‘Dog Friendly’ National Park Centres at Dulverton, Dunster and 
Lynmouth provide you with the opportunity to find your Exmoor, with access to 
expert advice and lots of inspiration and ideas to make the most of your time 
exploring the National Park.  

Our friendly staff have an intimate knowledge of the National Park and like nothing 
more than to share their top tips and local expertise.   

In addition, you will find interactive displays, Exmoor Films (with dedicated film 
theatres at Dunster and Lynmouth), informative displays such as discovering 
Exmoor’s dark skies (you can even hire a telescope), and you can zoom in on 
Exmoor with our state-of-the-art digital microscopes. 

Each Centre also stocks a wide range of maps, books, guides, outdoor kit, local 
products, gifts and souvenirs, carefully selected to showcase the best of Exmoor.

Find us at:  

You can also shop online at www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/shop - whether 
you want to plan ahead for your next Exmoor adventure or simply bring a little of 
Exmoor to your home.
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elcome to  
Exmoor 2023.

Sarah Bryan 
Chief Executive Officer 
Exmoor National Park Authority

YARN MARKET HOTEL 
DUNSTER

Special Breaks programme 2023/24:

For all accommodation and special break enquiries, please contact:     YARN MARKET HOTEL 
                                                                                                                                          High Street, Dunster, Exmoor, TA24 6SF 
                                                                                                                                          Tel: 01643 821425 
                                                                                                                                          Email : hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk 
                                                                                                                                          website: www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk



Long Distance Routes 
Exmoor has some great long distance walk routes and these can all be 
explored in shorter sections as well as offering a longer challenging route: 

  l   South West Coast Path - the first 36 miles of the country’s longest trail 
take you on a traverse of Exmoor’s wild and rugged coast from 
Minehead to Combe Martin. 

  l   Coleridge Way - follow in the footsteps of the Romantic 
Poets on this 52 mile route between Nether Stowey in the 
Quantock Hills across Exmoor to Lynmouth - the perfect 
introduction to long distance walking. 

  l   The Two Moors Way - Devon’s coast to coast offers two coasts, two 
moors and 115 miles of beautiful countryside linking the South West’s 
two National Parks: Dartmoor and Exmoor. 

  l   The Tarka Trail - a ‘figure of eight’ loop following the route of Tarka the 
Otter from Henry Williamson’s famous novel. 

E X M O O R  C L A S S I C S  
No.1     Combe Martin and Great Hangman 
No.2     Countisbury and Brendon 
No.3     Dulverton and Tarr Steps 
No.4     Dunster and Bats Castle 
No.5     Exford and Dunkery Beacon 
No.6     North Hill 
No.7     Porlock Weir, Culbone and Hawkcombe 
No.8     Roadwater and the Brendon Hills 
No.9     The Chains 
No.10  Valley of Rocks 
No.11  Winsford and the Punchbowl 
No.12  Woody Bay and Hunters Inn 
This new collection will launch in late Spring 2023 

Keep your eyes peeled for a brand-new collection of our 
top 12 longer walks showcasing the best that Exmoor has 

to offer. Through oak woodlands, alongside tumbling rivers and across open, 
heather-covered moorland, the variety is endless.

Our popular Exmoor Explorer Walks feature our top 10 
shorter Exmoor Walks - taking between 45 minutes and 

two and a half hours these easy-to-follow routes often include refreshment 
options and are ideal for groups of friends and families of all ages to explore 
some of the best parts of Exmoor, introducing you to the story of Exmoor.

Exmoor Strolls 
We’re currently working on a new collection of even shorter Exmoor strolls 
which will offer as many people as possible the opportunity to experience 
Exmoor. These will be accessible for those with limited mobility and will be 
short walks, many suitable for wheelchairs, buggies and/or pushchairs and 
all of them stile-free. Meanwhile, ask in any of our National Park Centres for 
advice and ideas.

With over 1,000km of paths waiting to be explored, all 
waymarked with our distinctive, handcrafted wooden  
signs, Exmoor is undoubtedly a walker’s paradise.  

It is a landscape that has inspired poets, writers,  
and artists for centuries and continues to inspire  
those exploring this special place today.  

Rural Enterprise Manager Dan James  
shares what’s on offer.

Walk this Way 
The Walking section of our website - www.exmoorwalks.org has a range of 
walks taking you to some of the most iconic and noteworthy places on 
Exmoor whether you’re looking for a short stroll or a multi-day adventure.

You can also call into one of our Exmoor National Park Centres (see page 3) 
for route guides (Exmoor Explorers and Classics are available individually for 
£1 each or as part of a boxed selection for £8 (Explorers) / £10 (Classics) - 
also available online). Our Centre staff can also provide expert advice and 
information on other walk ideas in the area, as well as information on any 
guided events taking place.

E X M O O R
C L A S S I C S

  l   Doone Valley 

  l   Dunkery Beacon 

  l   Dunster Village 

  l   Haddon Hill 

  l   Heddon’s Mouth 

  l   Horner Woods 

  l   Lynmouth and Watersmeet 

  l   Porlock Marsh 

  l   Simonsbath & Wheal Eliza 

  l   Tarr Steps

New for 

2023

Woody Bay and Hunters Inn  
(Exmoor Classics walk no.12)

Exmoor search and rescue celebrated 30 years of 
service to their communities of Somerset and 
Devon last year. The team is made up of 30 
operational team members, as well as trainees and 
supporters, who all take on this volunteering in 
addition to their wide range of day jobs.  

ESRT started as a group of volunteers in 1992 with a 
caravan as a control vehicle kept on someone’s drive 
and very little else, but a will to help the police in 
searching for missing and vulnerable people and 
returning them to safety. This core aim still stands, but 
the equipment and technology have certainly moved 
on apace in 30 years.  

The Team now sports four bespoke vehicles all with 
different capabilities, based at their Rescue centre in 
South Molton and the Fire station in Taunton. They 
have a full water capability, a motorboat and 4 
drones including one with thermal imagery. The 
dedicated volunteers train regularly to maintain the 
huge skill set necessary to offer this comprehensive 
service to both Devon and Cornwall and Avon and 

Somerset police. Unusually for an MR Team, ESRT 
serve both police forces as their patch extends from 
Bridgwater to Yeovil, Tiverton to Bude.  

Exmoor is renowned for its varied landscape - 
rugged coastline, wooded river valleys and expanse 
of remote upland moorland. This beautiful world 
offers excellent opportunities, whether by foot, 
bicycle or horseback, to explore, seek out those 
hidden gems and spot some wildlife.  

While enjoying these adventures, however, it’s 
important to look out for the hidden  dangers: 

Trips/slips-Uneven footpaths, tree roots and 
boulders, and slippery grass slopes pose the biggest 
threat and cause the most common injury seen by 
mountain rescue: lower leg and knee injuries. 

Navigation - on parts of Exmoor navigation can be 
challenging due to lack of features; confusing 
paths/tracks and trails; poor weather conditions and 
lack of daylight in winter. 

Weather - Due to its location Exmoor is prone to 
catching the weather. Be prepared for changeable 
weather - a nice sunny day can change to rain, mist 
and low cloud. Sudden rainfall can change small 
streams into challenging crossing points and slopes 
and rocks become more slippery. 

Remember, phone signals may be poor and 
emergency services may struggle to get to you. 
Make sure you have the right clothing with you in 
preparation for cold and wet conditions. 

The volunteers of Exmoor Search & Rescue Team 
provide a free to use mountain rescue service to 
Exmoor and remote parts of Devon and Somerset. 
Available 24/7/365 they locate lost and missing 
people and treat and evacuate casualties from 
remote areas. 

Chair Caroline Young says their 30th year has been a 
really busy one for the team: 

“On top of our day-to-day team operations, running 
the charity and fundraising, we wanted to mark the 
team’s birthday in style. We have had a whole range 
of events throughout our 30th year, in addition to 
setting ourselves the challenging target to raise 30k 
for 30 years. It costs around £25000 a year to run the 
team so we wanted to push ourselves this year. 
People have been doing all sorts of challenges to 
mark the occasion, running the 30 miles of the 

Exmoor 
Perambulation, 
completing the 30 
miles Ham and 
Lyme ultra-
marathon in June 
and cycling 30k 
for 30 days before 
work. 

We’re still madly fundraising so if anyone would like 
to join in setting themselves a challenge and fund 
raise on our behalf, please look for our gofundme 
page.

Sophia Brown from the 
Bristol Steppin Sistas 
shares her Exmoor 
Experience
I founded the Bristol Steppin Sistas in April 2021, 
we are a walking group for women of colour in 
the Bristol Area with 1,464 members now. 

I started the group because, when I moved to 
Bristol from the countryside, I didn't see any 
people of colour walking in the countryside 
surrounding Bristol. I wanted to find out why and 
make that change. What were the reasons some 
women felt intimidated, fearful and anxious to 
walk in places where they believed there were 
barriers? 

As we carried on, I thought it would be a great 
idea to try and collaborate with other walking 
groups further afield to experience some great 
days out.

I was looking at Exmoor National Park and found 
there were qualified walk leaders. The Exmoor 
National Park team invited us to come and 
explore what was on offer. 

It was such an amazing experience, we felt safe, 
respected and absolutely loved the walk. The 
staff were very helpful with answering questions. 
And the feedback from the women was fantastic, 
they really want to go back. 

After the walk, the women felt a sense of 
belonging and were really rejuvenated. 

Definitely a 10/10 for Exmoor NP and staff. 

Thank you so much for helping us feel welcomed!

Exmoor Search & Rescue 
celebrate 30 years

Summary of Rights of Way Report 2021/22

How to report a problem on a path 
Reports from members of the public can be very helpful. To report a problem 
please use the interactive map: roam.somerset.gov.uk, email: us at 
access@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk or call 01398 323665 and select option 2.

With all this hard work, we hope to give the team a 
sustainable future to serve our communities for at 
least another 30 years.

l Be safe - plan ahead and follow 
any signs 

l Leave gates and property 
as you find them 

l Protect plants and 
animals, and take your 
litter home 

l Keep dogs under close 
control 

l Consider other people 

The Countryside Code:
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Young Ranger Programme 
Working with secondary schools in North Devon 
and Somerset, this programme provides an 
opportunity for young people to explore and 
experience a wide range of issues and 
opportunities on Exmoor. Staying at our Pinkery 
Centre they work with the Education Team and 
other staff to learn about the different aspects of 
National Parks, get actively involved with practical 
tasks and even help run public events.  In 2022 two 
of our Young Rangers even gave a presentation at 
the UK National Parks Conference

Generation Exmoor 
Generation Exmoor is a Project with two first 
schools in the National Park where the Exmoor 
Education Team deliver fortnightly outdoor 
learning sessions to cover many aspects of their 
science, geography and history curriculum. The 
aim is for all children to develop an awareness of 
their role to preserve and conserve their local area, 
to benefit their generation and generations to 
come.  By doing so, we hope our children will 
become responsible citizens for the future and 
develop strong links with their National Park. 

Today’s young people face a daunting challenge.  
They will inherit a world where the impacts of 
climate change are an inescapable reality, where 
we need urgent action to halt and reverse the 
decline in wildlife, and where many people feel less 
connected to the natural world.  In recent years 
there has been a significant increase in the number 
of young people identified as having poor mental 
health. These are big challenges but National Parks 
including Exmoor can play a key role in tackling 
them and supporting and inspiring young people to 
become tomorrow's problem solvers and active 
champions for a better future environment.  

Our education programme provides opportunities 
for young people to explore and investigate our 
beautiful landscapes, building confidence, gaining 
understanding and knowledge and developing 
connections with nature that will hopefully grow 
and develop as they do.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We know that our relationship with nature can have 
a big impact on our health and wellbeing, and by 
supporting young people to experience our 
amazing National Park and become more confident 
in accessing and exploring our countryside we can 
hopefully help to support young people to be 
happier, healthier and better equipped to take on 
the challenges of a changing world. 

To a more complex set of organisms now - the 
anemones - a close relative of the jellyfish, 
evidenced by the gelatinous nature of their bodies 
and their stinging tentacles. Several of these grace 
our shorelines: The beadlet anemone varies in 
colour but is often a rich blood red. It’s found closer 
to the shoreline, being able to retract its tentacles to 
prevent desiccation. Its close relation, the exotically 
named snakelocks anemone, does not have this 
capability and must sit lower in the shoreline to 
prevent it from drying out. Here it can be hard to 
find; although its neon pink and vivid green 
tentacles are a giveaway. The strawberry 
anemone (below) is a fun one for kids 
to spot; white spots stand on a 
red jelly background giving 
it the almost cartoonish 
appearance of a 
strawberry. 

 

One 
of the real 
joys of rockpooling 
is carefully lifting a stone along the edge of the 
water and waiting until the sediments settle to 
reveal a crab. The most likely suspect is the shore 
crab, (below) a fast-moving species with a spikey 

carapace (top shell) that’s 
extremely common 

along the Exmoor coast. 
Most crabs like to hide 

away, but not the velvet 
swimming crab. This rather 

confident specimen 
can deliver a pretty 
ferocious nip, its 
glowing red eyes 
reproachfully letting 

The coastline of Exmoor begins at 
Combe Martin in the west, extending 30 
miles to Dunster in the east. Along this 
rugged coastline sit many beaches 
accessible only by sea and inhabited by 
marine life and seabirds which thrive in 
these secluded settings.  

The wildlife along this coastline experiences 
immense change as the Bristol Channel has the 
highest tidal range in the UK and the third highest 
in the world. Twice a day on the coast of Exmoor a 
miniature world is exposed as low tide creates 
rockpools populated by neon green waving 
tentacles, burly crabs and delicate starfish.  

Rockpools are a fascinating ecosystem; as is so 
often the case in nature, extreme conditions can 
lead to great diversity. Here, the constantly changing 
salinity, water and oxygen levels, exposure to 
sunlight and wind creates prime conditions for a 
hardy and diverse group of organisms all occupying 
a different niche. Take the chiton for example: part 
of the ancient biological group Mollusca, this relative 
of the woodlouse has a special ‘tongue’ or radula 
which it uses to scrape algae and sea sponges from 
rocks as it grazes amongst the seaweed. The limpet 

is a close relative which has recently had its teeth 
celebrated as the strongest biological material 
known to humankind - stronger even than spider 
silk. Even so, these teeth do not prevent it from 
being preyed upon by another mollusc - the  
dog whelk (above) - which punches a hole in the 
limpet’s shell, dissolving and consuming it in quick 
succession. Look out for limpet shells with holes  
on your next rockpooling adventure.  

you know that it did warn you. My personal favourite 
is the broad-clawed porcelain crab (below) who 
looks almost carved out of stone, oversized 
flattened claws seem at odds with its favoured 
pastime of filter-feeding plankton. It rarely grows to 
more than 4cm and can be tricky to find owing to its 
size and excellent camouflage.  

Amongst all this wildlife is the architecture of the 
pool itself - the seaweed. With over 600 species to 
be found in British seas, as a group they contribute 
greatly to the diversity of our shoreline, providing 
food and shelter to much of the wildlife that inhabit 
the marine zone. They broadly sit in one of three 
categories, red, green or brown, with the latter 
being more closely related to algae than plants. 

The most common species to be found are 
bladderwrack (above), which has large air sacs 
helping it to float on the water aiding photosynthesis; 
oar weed, which is a beautiful rich maroon colour 
and grows up to 2 metres in long sword like fronds; 
and sea lettuce, which, much as the name suggests, 
resembles my favoured salad option. 

From corkwing wrasse to nudibranchs, there are a 
myriad of creatures that have come to populate 
our shores across thousands of millennia of 
evolution. Get out there and explore, because the 
world of rockpools really is our oyster!

Ranger Charlotte Wray 
explorers the miniature 

world of rockpools

See the listings 
starting on page 
26 for our 
Rockpooling with 
a Ranger events 
on Lynmouth 
seafront 

Buy a tide 
timetable at one of 
our National Park 
Centres where you 
can also pick up 
our free Seashore 
Pocket Guide. 

Top spots for rockpooling: Combe Martin,  
Lee Abbey beach, Lynmouth and Porlock Weir.  

The original form of this article first appeared in Exmoor Magazine. 
Find out more at facebook.com/exmoormagazine and 
www.exmoormagazine.co.uk

The Pinkery Experience  
Our off-grid Outdoor Learning Centre at Pinkery, 
400 metres up in its own wild valley, welcomes 
between 1500 to 2000 young people a year from 
schools from Exmoor, the wider South West and 
beyond.  Usually staying for a few nights it’s an 
amazing base for them to explore Exmoor, build 
confidence and skills and support learning right in 
the heart of our Dark Skies Reserve. 

Our National Parks have long provided people 
with a safe and inviting place to connect, 
reflect and refresh. Time in nature offers a host 
of mental health benefits, such as reduced 
anxiety, increased dopamine production (the 
happy hormone), and restoring capacity for 
concentration. These benefits are now being 
echoed by foster carers, who are using time in 
the outdoors to help connect with the children 
they care for.  

Foster carers provide temporary homes for 
children who cannot live with their birth family. 
Children may often arrive at a foster placement 
guarded, confused, and upset, so building trust 
and establishing a connection with the 
vulnerable young person in their care is a 
pivotal part of being a foster carer.  

Jane, a Somerset County Council foster carer, 
said: “To be out with my young people in our 
national parks, allows us a space where we can 
find common ground, explore new interests, 
and share knowledge; they teach me as much 
as I teach them! While we are together, we are 
in a mutual space where we can share in 
confidence without interruption. Not only does 
time outdoors improve our health, but it 
provides us a way to support each other if 
needed and helps us all succeed in our goals 
as a whole unit.”  

Jane has three foster children in her care, and 
regularly takes them to National Parks to explore: 
“We love Exmoor, as it gives us moorland and 
coastal adventures. It allows us to read Lorna 
Doone, and for me to introduce them to books 
that they may never have thought to read.” 

The impact that time in nature has on the mental 
wellbeing of her young people, says Jane, is 
huge: “Being outdoors is a whole healing 
package that allows both myself and my young 
people to stop, breathe, listen, look and just be. 
These free spaces that are our national parks 
offer adventures, and opportunities for 
education and environmental understanding. 
This is essential for young people and helps 
them grow, develop and prepare for the future.” 

If you’ve been inspired to consider how you could 
help change a child’s story as a Somerset Foster 
Carer, visit  www.FosteringInSomerset.org.uk. 
Foster carers need to have a spare room in their 
home and to be aged 21 or over, with no upper 
age limit - wisdom and experience are a bonus. 
In return we’ll support you every step of the 
way, with weekly fee and allowance payments, 
and a dedicated Supervising Social Worker to 
guide you through your fostering journey. 
You’re not committing to anything by getting in 
touch to find out more, and you could make a 
real difference to the life of a vulnerable young 
person in care.

How our National Parks 
are helping foster carers 
connect with their 
young people

News from our Education Team
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From food wrappings to plastic cutlery to drinks 
bottles and coffee cups, single use plastic is 
having a huge negative impact on our environment 
and the natural world. Once produced, single-use 
plastic is with us forever. Research shows that only 
9 per cent of the world’s plastic waste has ever 
been recycled, with the rest being thrown away, 
sent to landfill, burnt, exported, or lost to the 
environment where it ends up in our communities, 
countryside, rivers, and seas. 

But on Exmoor things are changing… 
In 2022 Exmoor became the first National Park to 
be awarded Plastic Free Community status by 
marine conservation charity, Surfers Against 
Sewage (SAS). The award recognises ongoing 
efforts by businesses, community groups and 
individuals to help Exmoor become a plastic free 
hotspot and start reducing the impact of single-
use plastic on the environment. 

Over twenty Exmoor Businesses including 
accommodation providers, shops and food 
producers have signed up as Community Business 
Champions, pledging to remove at least three 
items of single-use plastic from their businesses. 
Some have gone much further, cutting single-use 
plastic completely from their operations.  

A further twenty local 
organisations, including 
community shops, schools and 
environmental groups have 
signed up as Community Allies 
helping to spread the word 
about the need to reduce our 
reliance on single-use plastics 
and supporting Plastic Free 
Exmoor events, such as beach 
cleans. 

Plastic Free Exmoor has joined 
with other local Plastic Free 
Communities and other 
organisations such as the 
Marine Conservation Society, 
Litter Free Coast and Sea- 
Somerset to plan and lead 

beach cleans and litter picks. In 2022 over five 
hundred people attended these events helping to 
remove large amounts of plastic and litter from our 
rivers, sea, and countryside. The scale of the 
problem though is huge, one beach clean at an 
isolated beach on the Exmoor coast collected over 
five full sacks of plastic debris from a 500m stretch 
of beach. This included 85 plastic bottles.   

In addition to beach cleans and litter picks, Plastic 
Free Exmoor has supported the establishment of a 
free beach toy library in Minehead, stocked with 
beach toys found during beach cleans, provided 
talks for local schools and organisations, and 
helped to promote the free water refill scheme.  

Free water refills 
When you buy bottled water, you are buying just a 
plastic bottle. A bottle that can be recycled for a 
limited number of times before it becomes 
destined for landfill but also quite often ends up in 
the environment or unrecycled in a litter bin…again 
destined for landfill or burning. 

However, if you use a refillable bottle, you can get 
water from home or from one of the many refill 
stations that exist across the country. Refill is an 
award-winning campaign from City to Sea that 
provides a free app that lets you find free water 
refill stations all over the UK and the World.  

Go to www.refill.org.uk to find more than 280,000 
Refill Stations globally  

Across Exmoor and West Somerset there are over 
thirty businesses and public buildings that are 
willing to provide people with free water refills. A 
number of these refill stations are along Exmoor’s 
popular long-distance walking trails such as the 
Coleridge Way, the Two Moors Way and the 
Southwest Coast path. 

How you can go plastic-free on Exmoor 
Whether you are a resident or a visitor to Exmoor, 
you can get involved in the plastic free movement 
on Exmoor by: 

  l   Supporting our local Plastic Free Business 
Champions 

  l   Shopping plastic free whenever you can 

  l   If you do use single use plastics do all you 
can to ensure that they will be recycled…even 
if this means taking them home with you 

  l   Joining the refill revolution by downloading 
and using the free Refill App and pledging 
never to buy another single use plastic bottle 
of water. 

  l   Getting involved with an organised litter pick 
or beach clean…or by just doing your own Two 
Minute Litter Pick.  

A list of all current Plastic Free Business 
Champions and Community Allies can be found on 
the Plastic Free Exmoor page of our website: 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/ 
about-us/plastic-free-exmoor

National Park Volunteer Peter Hoyland 
celebrates a Plastic Free Exmoor

Above: Business Champion Cottage Beer Project

The Buttery, Malmsmead offers free water refills and is on the refill app. 

Beach Toy  
Library

Complete 8 of these 12 tasks, get them signed  
off by a grown up then head to one of our National  

Park Centres for a free certificate and sticker.  

Completion medals (right) can also be purchased for just £2 (subject to availability).

We love having so many people enjoy our 
National Park, but more visitors can sometimes 
mean more mess. An act of kindness can go a 
long way to help our Park and our own 
wellbeing, so we would love you to become an 
Exmoor Park Protector.

Recycle 

While putting your rubbish in a bin is 
great, taking your litter home to 
correctly recycle is even better! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Hug a tree 

Trees need love as well! Did you know, 
England’s tallest tree is growing on 
Exmoor, if you visit Nutcombe Bottom, 
be sure to look (up) for it.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Visit a National Park Centre 

We have three National Park Centres 
open for visitors (see page 3) Pop 
along to one of them to meet our 
friendly staff, do an activity and pick up 
some free habitat posters and leaflets.  

 

 

 

 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Get a Free Water Refill  

Join the refill revolution and take a 
pledge not to buy single use plastic 
bottled water. Take a refillable bottle 
wherever you 
go and visit one 
of Exmoor's 
growing 
number of refill 
stations and ask 
for a free water 
refill.

Get your feet wet 

Paddle in a stream or rockpool and 
see what kind of creatures live under 
the rocks. Don’t forget to be gentle 
when moving anything, they might be 
someone’s home! Be water safe and 
check the tides. 

 

 

 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Bug hotel  

Using debris and natural items you 
can find around you, build a warm 
and safe home for a small creature.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Mindful moment  

Get comfy and take a break, use all 
your senses to look, listen, feel and 
smell your surroundings. Do this in as 
many different places as you can. 
Maybe you’ll fall in love with the sound 
of a stream, the smell of the ocean or 
the softness of the moss on a tree. 

 

 
 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Make a pebble tower 

Challenge  
yourself and  
build a tower as  
high as you can.  
Don’t forget to  
put them back  
when you are  
done. 

 
 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Turn your lights off 

Turn your lights off at night to see 
just how many stars are out there. 
Exmoor is Europe’s first Dark Sky 
Reserve for a reason.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Signature of  
completion  

Make your visit to Exmoor National Park count, leave no trace, and take only memories.

Eye spy 

Increase your nature knowledge by 
downloading the iNaturalist App on 
your phone or using one of our free 
pocket guides to identify a new 
creature, tree, flower or plant that you 
don’t know the name of. Find out how 
to join the Look Wild team at 
www.nationalparks.uk/look-wild  

Signature of  
completion 

Become an Exmoor Explorer 

Our ten Exmoor  
Explorer walks  
take you to  
some of the  
most beautiful  
places in the  
National Park and  
are suitable for the  
whole family.  
Challenge yourself to complete one 
and discover some of the qualities that 
make Exmoor special. For more 
details go to www.exmoorwalks.org 
Signature of  
completion

Be an Exmoor Park ProtectorOur  
National Park  
needs your  

help! 

Two Minute Litter Pick 

Pick up any rubbish that you find and 
dispose of it correctly. Across Exmoor, 
you can find several Two Minute Litter 
Pick boards with 
everything that 
you will need  
to help look 
after the 
environment. 
Always wash 
your hands 
afterwards.

Signature of  
completion 

Signature of  
completion 
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and sedges and bracken shoots, which are eaten 
in the spring.  Despite reports that deer and sheep 
will not graze together, they actually show little 
hostility towards one another when feeding over 
the same area.  It is thought that two deer will eat 
the same as three sheep. 

Diet  
Red deer are herbivores, browsers rather than 
grazers and they feed off of a wide variety of 
shrubs, saplings, plants, grasses and fruits. On the 
open moorland much of their regular diet consists 
of young heather and whortleberry shoots, grass 

Red deer calves are predominantly born in 
June on Exmoor and are usually dropped in 

moorland vegetation or by the edge of woodland.   

The gestation period is about eight months and 
hinds invariably have only one calf a year.   

The white spots on the calf are highly 
visible when first born. Over a course of 3 

weeks they fade but can still be seen 
up until the calf is 3 months old. 

If you ever see a young calf DO 
NOT TOUCH IT, this could change 

its smell leading to its mother 
rejecting it when she returns.  

The deer are perhaps in their 
best condition at the end of 

September due to the good 
summer feed and early 

Autumn harvest. September 
and October are when mating 

takes place and this is the 
time of year that deer are in 

‘rut’. The stags ‘round up’ hinds 
and use their physical size to 

show superiority and keep other 
stags away. They also make a 
great roaring noise (known as 

bolving on Exmoor) as they 
challenge and counter-

challenge rivals. By mid- 
November the rut has died 

down and by the start of 
December there is a general 

mixing of the herds again.

This is the hardest time of  
year for red deer with a  
general shortage of food.  
The big deciduous woodlands  
now lack their leaves and  
afford little shelter from the  
strong winds. By winter, the red  
deer are normally in separate  
stag and hind herds with the calves  
and some prickets remaining with  
their mothers (a pricket is a young 
male in his second year). Stags 
and hinds living in more 
sheltered lowlands often 
grow bigger and have more 
calves due to the shelter  
and better food found there.

As the temperature starts to rise food becomes more  
abundant; this is vital for the deer as most hinds are  
carrying calves and stags are about to cast their  
antlers.  The stags with bigger antlers cast  
them first, this happens towards the end  
of March and into April. Once this has  
happened the new antlers start to  
grow, taking about 4-5 months  
for full growth and the antler to  
be covered in a thick skin  
known as velvet. By the end  
of August the cycle is  
complete, the antler has  
hardened and the skin is  
rubbed off against a tree.

Ranger Richard Eales shares the 
world of the Exmoor Wild Red Deer

Red deer are Britain’s largest surviving land mammal and can 
be seen in many places across the National Park.
Exmoor is home to three species of deer: fallow deer, which were introduced during Norman times, the native 
roe deer; and our herds of wild red deer. Males are called ‘stags’, females are ‘hinds’ and their offspring are 
‘calves’.  Their historical natural predators, such as bears, lynx and wolves, are now extinct in Britain, but foxes 
occasionally prey on very young calves. When numbers of red deer become too great for their habitat to 
support them, they can have a detrimental impact on plant species diversity and can cause damage to 
agriculture and forestry. They can also suffer from sickness and disease, so deer managers need to humanely 
and sensitively manage deer populations.

Brow Point Bey Point Trey Point Points ‘a-top’

(Points ‘a-top’can 
vary in number)

On Exmoor these parts of  the antler are 
known as ‘his rights’.ie. if  he has Brow, Bey 

and Trey Points that’s ‘All his rights’.

So this antler has ‘All his rights’  
and three a-top.

Deer through the year

Signs 
Even if you do not see the red deer there are 
plenty of signs to show they are in the area: 

 l  Footprints known as slots are easily recognised   

 l  Wallows used by stags in the rut to spread their 
scent and by both sexes in summer to cool off 

 l  Deer Pellets aka deer poo 

 l  Deer racks are areas trodden down, where 
deer regularly cross hedgerows.

Spotting deer 
Cloutsham Gate and Preyway Head are great 
locations for spotting red deer, drop into one of our 
National Park Centres to get some advice on where to 
spot them. Keep an eye out on our website for any 
deer walks & talks throughout the year. There are also 
local wildlife safari companies who will take you out, 
they are listed on page 31.

More points atop may appear over the next three years, with the whole antler  
becoming huge and heavier in appearance. An acceptable point is any  

projection on which a ring can be hung. A large pair of antlers  
usually weigh between 4 and 6 kilograms. As it gets older,  

a stag’s forehead tends to broaden and a hind’s face  
lengthens. In both cases, the head is carried  

lower when walking and the muzzle  
turns greyer.

Red deer numbers are remaining relatively stable 
on Exmoor, last year’s count totalled 3662.

Stags in velvet

Know 
your antlers

Photo: Bet Wilde
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to retain the moorland habitats by nibbling, 
browsing, and grazing.  They are popular with the 
local community and visitors, who delight in seeing 
the herds of free-living ponies on the moor with their 
characteristic mealy muzzle and rich brown coats. 

Thanks to the work of Exmoor pony enthusiasts 
around the country, the Exmoor pony breed has 
gained popularity and we are seeing a growing 
market for moorland bred youngstock. Exmoor 
ponies are doing well in the show ring, can make 
great family ponies, and are increasingly being 
used in some of the nature recovery projects 

The Exmoor Pony has been around for 
hundreds, if not thousands, of years and 
is synonymous with our wonderful 
National Park. 
It’s had a turbulent history with numbers dwindling 
to 50 just after WW2, but many pony enthusiasts 
and organisations have helped the breed along 
and there are now around 4000 registered Exmoor 
ponies worldwide with 500 living freely on the 
moors.  The Exmoor Pony is on the Rare Breed 
Survival Trust’s Watchlist in Category 2. 

The herds are a vital part of the landscape, helping 

Exmoor Ponies on North Hill

Elmo learning to wear a head collar

If you want to know more about Exmoor 
ponies, look out for The Exmoor Pony Festival 
& the Heritage Exmoor Pony Festival - a 
celebration of pony activities which includes 
walks, talks, and events throughout the 
summer months. See our website for details. 

Exmoor ponies are generally tough and hardy, 
but if you are concerned about any of the 
ponies, or see anything we should be aware of 
please contact Exmoor National Park Authority 
on 01398 323665 / 07970 099111

life.  Soon Myrica and her colt foal Haddon Elm 
(Elmo) settled down and joined Dylan and Yorick at 
teatime for a bowl of food. Myrica was never 
handled as she would be returning to the moor 
and needed to remain wary of humans. Elmo 
thrived in his new environment and in the Spring 
2021 was inspected, registered, gelded and will 
hopefully become a future ridden pony and breed 
ambassador. At about 6 months old Elmo and 
Myrica were separated and Myrica is now living in 
retirement on North Hill. 

‘In 2016 the Haddon bloodline was getting low on 
numbers and the decision was taken to start 
breeding here again to replenish numbers. A 
stallion was put with the herd in 2017 and we had 
our first foal born on 4th May 2018  

Primrose and Saxi - In 2022 a foal was born only 5 
days before the gathering in October. Luckily the 
mare and foal found their way into the handling 
pen smoothly and were moved to The Exmoor 
Pony Centre for the winter. Her foal, a filly Haddon 
Golden Saxifrage, will return to Haddon after 
inspection in the spring.

Myrica and Elmo - In 2020 a foal was born late in 
the year to an older mare. The mum, Myrica was 
struggling to maintain her weight, so they were 
moved off the hill and to a grassy field at Moorland 
Mousie Trust’s Exmoor Pony Centre. Myrica had 
never lived away from the moor or a herd, so two 
older geldings were put into their field to keep 
them company and to help them adjust to a field 

Primrose and Saxi

Exmoor Ponies on Brendon Common

Ranger Richard Eales delves into the history 
of Exmoor National Park Authority’s Exmoor 
Ponies and their foals

across the UK and abroad. Moorland farmers, herd 
owners and Exmoor pony breeders have ensured 
that important bloodlines have been conserved 
and new areas populated with Exmoor pony herds. 

In the late 1980s we established two herds of 
Exmoor ponies, one on Haddon Hill and the other 
on the Exmoor Forest at Warren Farm. 

Herd 42, the Haddon herd, consisted of 6 mares 
from other long-established herds.  These were 
joined in 1982 by the stallion Loganberry. Herd 52 
was established at Warren with 5 mares and a 
stallion called Quartz. 

By the late 1990s numbers had recovered 
sufficiently for us to decide to stop breeding for a 
while, but we did establish a grazing herd on North 
Hill - we like to think of it as our retirement home 
for ponies with a milder coastal environment - and 
great views! Now, all of our ponies that are too old 
for breeding are homed on North Hill where they 
live to a ripe old age (37 being the record so far). 

In 2021 we decided to start breeding again in order to 
replace rare bloodlines. The Haddon Hill ponies 
produced 2 filly (female) foals & 4 colt (male) foals in 
2022.  The fillies were kept, but the colts were 
removed to prevent inbreeding.  They are now with 
the Moorland Mousie Trust and will be moved in 
spring 2023 to graze a National Trust site in Berkshire. 

Every year the ponies are gathered, checked, and 
returned to the hill or carefully selected new homes.  
New foals are inspected to ensure they conform to 
breed standards.  They are then microchipped and 
registered in the Exmoor Pony Studbook. 

Exmoor 2023    1312   Exmoor 2023 



Exmoor 2023    1514   Exmoor 2023 

weeks.  Young sea eagles often roam 
widely in their first few years of life, 

before finding a breeding territory 
and mate.  They can live to 

over 20 years of age.  

Status and Threats  
White-tailed eagles 

suffered huge declines in Europe 
during the 19th and 20th centuries and 

were driven to extinction in the UK, mainly 
through persecution.  It has since been 
reintroduced to the west coast of 
Scotland and more recently to the east 

coast, and a reintroduction 
programme is currently underway in 
Ireland and on the Isle of Wight. Illegal 
collection of their eggs and illegal 

poisoning remain additional threats to 
the bird’s survival.   

If you are lucky enough to see a White- tailed 
Eagle on Exmoor you can report your sighting to 
the Roy Dennis Wildlife Foundation through the 
sightings page on their website: www.roydennis.org 
or email seaeagles@roydennis.org 

We are all aware of the damaging impact of 
deforestation, but peatlands are often overlooked 
in the vital role that they play in the climate and 
ecological crisis.  

Despite covering only 3 per cent of the world’s 
land surface, peatlands contain 30 per cent of 
global soil carbon. In the UK, they sequester more 
carbon than two-thirds of all our woodlands. These 
carbon-storing ecosystems also support rare 
wildlife, filter water, underpin farming and provide 
opportunities for people to get out and enjoy their 
local natural spaces.  

However, when they dry out and degrade, their 
ability to keep carbon in the ground is lost. 

That’s why the Southwest Peatland Partnership 
(SWPP - a collaboration involving Exmoor National 
Park, government agencies, charities, businesses, 
landowners, farmers, research bodies and 
contractors) is taking urgent action to restore 
degraded peatlands. Working across Cornwall, 
Devon and Somerset, the SWPP is a £13 million, 4-
year project, funded by Natural England’s Nature for 
Climate Peatland Restoration scheme (NCPGS). The 
project also received support from Southwest Water, 
the National Trust and a range of other partners. 

Peatland restoration in the UK’s Southwest started 
in the trials and early projects that took place on 
the mires and moors of Exmoor in the late 1990s. 
This continues today, with a renewed 
determination through the creation of the 
Southwest Peatland Partnership to find the best 
ways to restore peatlands, benefit farming, 
champion wildlife and to keep carbon in the 
ground. From Alderman’s Barrow Allotment to 
Blackpitts and The Chains, work on Exmoor is only 
possible thanks to local landowners working with 

The white-tailed eagle or sea eagle is the UK’s 
largest bird of prey, with a huge wingspan of up 
to two and a half metres. They have been 
reintroduced to the UK, after being driven to 
extinction and are now found in Scotland and 
Ireland. Over the course of the last three years 
there’s also been a White-tailed Eagle project 
based on the Isle of Wight, running in partnership 
with Forestry England. Occasionally young sea 
eagles have been spotted exploring as far as 
Exmoor, white-tailed eagles like estuaries and 
rocky coastlines but they can be sighted inland in 
woodland areas.  

What do they look like?  
Their wings are very broad and look more 
rectangular than those of a golden eagle, with 
fingered tips.  As the name suggests, they have a 
white tail with a distinctive wedge shape but it’s 
ridged with black in young birds. The head and 
neck are pale, almost white in mature birds, 
although the young eagles are dark brown and 
don’t attain full adult plumage until 4-5 years of 
age.  They have a hooked yellow beak, yellow legs 
and talons and piercing golden eyes.   

Diet  
White-tailed eagles eat a variety of prey.  As their 
other common name, sea eagle, suggests, they 
take fish, but also birds, mammals and carrion.  
They are opportunistic hunters and often steal 
food from other birds. Their method of fishing is 
very different to that of the osprey; flying low over 
the water before briefly hovering and snatching 
the fish, whereas ospreys will hover from a great 
height and then drop quickly down to the water.  
White-tailed eagles will also sometimes plunge 
right into the water.   

Could they prey on young livestock?  
White-tailed eagles are not known to be a threat to 
farm animals, there’s been no record of any sea 
eagle preying on livestock unless it’s a dead carcass.  

Reproduction  
White-tailed eagles reach sexual maturity at 5-6 
years of age.  Eyries are built in the top of mature 
trees, made from sticks.  They are often added to 
each year and so can become huge structures, 
more than 2 metres wide and deep.  1-3 eggs are 
laid in late March-early April and incubated for 38-
40 days, predominantly by the female.  For the first 
three weeks after hatching the male does all of the 
hunting, and after that time the female will take 
turns to hunt.  The young fledge after 70 days and 
remain reliant on their parents for a further 5-6 

us, the National Trust, the RSPB and many more 
vital partners, all making a difference together. 

One area where works are underway is at 
Alderman's Barrow Allotment on the National Trust 
owned Holnicote Estate on Exmoor.  

Holly Moser, Southwest Peatland Partnership 
Project Officer, shares why this site has been 
chosen for restoration: “Over the years, Alderman’s 
Barrow Allotment, like many areas of Exmoor, has 
been shaped by historical agricultural drainage 
and moorland reclamation. Large drainage ditches 
have been installed to quickly funnel rainwater off 
the site, causing the peat bogs to dry, erode and 
fragment. By blocking these manufactured drains 
using natural materials like locally-sourced 
heather bales and logs, products arising from 
other conservation projects on the estate, we are 
working to simply hold water in these landscapes 
as it would naturally be. A stable and higher water 
table benefits everyone, creating conditions where 
rare bog species of plants can thrive, carbon can 
be sequestered, historic environment features can 
be preserved, livestock can drink and peat can 
build up once more.” 

National Trust Area Ranger Basil Stow explains the 
changes that visitors can expect to see from the site 
over the years ahead: “Holnicote Estate makes up 
over 12,000 acres of Exmoor National Park and is 
looked after by the National Trust. Red deer, Exmoor 
ponies, 15 of 17 UK bat species, rare butterflies and 
insects are found across Holnicote, with cuckoo, 
snipe, sundews and many more often seen at 
Alderman’s Barrow Allotment, making it a popular 
place for walkers, horse riders and wildlife watchers. 
By diversifying and improving habitats, we will help 
to buffer the area from flash flooding and help trap 
sediments from running into local watercourses and 
rivers.  Over the years ahead, visitors will be able to 
see these habitats thrive and become home to a 
wider range of rare and interesting birds, 
invertebrates, plants and mammals.”

Basil added the importance of visitors being aware 
of the restoration works for their safety when 
visiting the site. “As open-access land, the area 
remains open to all. However, if you’re planning on 
visiting in the coming months, please follow the 
signage on site to safely enjoy the landscape 
whilst the restoration work takes place.” 

To find out more, read some common FAQs and 
learn more about the importance of the UK's 
Southwest peatlands, check out 
southwestpeatlandpartnership.co.uk

taking place. Pine martens may take poultry or 
game birds if they can gain access to pens, but 
predation can be prevented using simple and 
effective husbandry techniques.   

Q: What sort of habitat do they prefer 
A: The pine marten is a woodland specialist and 
has excellent climbing skills well suited to wooded 
habitats. They rest and breed in holes in trees, 
large bird nests, squirrel dreys, fallen trees, thick 
vegetation, and sometimes man-made structures. 
They also benefit from species-rich open habitats, 
for example grassland, alongside woodlands 
where they can hunt and forage. Pine martens are 
solitary and can have fairly large territories. 

Q: Could Pine Martens come to Exmoor? 
A: Pine martens play an important ecological role 
in our ecosystem and their reintroduction benefits 
the restoration of woodlands more broadly. They 
are part of the UK’s rich wildlife heritage and one 
of the rarest mammal species in Britain.  
Re-establishing pine martens in the South West 
could also increase tourism opportunities 
encouraging keen wildlife spotters which has the 
potential to benefit the rural economy.  

However, significant work is being done before 
determining how and whether any reintroduction 
could or should go ahead. This includes assessing 
ecological impacts on other native species and 
considering the impact for those in the shooting 
community, farmers or woodland managers.  

Q: Would we be overrun with pine martens?  
A: Pine martens live at low densities and an 
average density is 0.5 pine martens per km2, 
although the size of their home range can vary 
considerably depending on the available 
woodland cover and other resources. Following 
successful breeding a female pine marten can 
give birth to between one and four kits each year, 
but most commonly just a single kit. This means 
that they will never become overly abundant. Pine 
martens are primarily solitary and avoid each other, 
except for breeding. This means that if you see two 
or three pine martens together, it will most likely 
be a female with young or juvenile siblings that 
sometimes stay together in their first year. 

You can find lots more info on the Two Moors Pine 
Marten Project at 
www.devonwildlifetrust.org/bringing-back-
pine-martens or contact us 
conservation@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

After an absence of 150 years, pine martens 
could return to the Southwest of England and 
this may one day include Exmoor National Park.  

Pine martens are members of the weasel family 
(mustelids). They are arboreal (tree-dwelling) and 
live at very low densities across large areas. They 
have rich brown fur with a cream throat and chest 
and are similar in size to a small domestic cat. They 
were once a common part of our region’s 
woodlands, but became extinct throughout most of 
England and Wales in the nineteenth century. Now 
the Two Moors Pine Marten Project aims to restore 
healthy populations of pine martens to the area. A 
partnership of conservation organisations is working 
on this, which includes Exmoor National Park 
Authority, Dartmoor National Park Authority, Devon 
Wildlife Trust, National Trust and Woodland Trust.  

Q: What do they eat? 
A: Pine Martens eat what is in season and locally 
available. Their diet varies with location and season 
but comprises mostly small mammals such as field 
and bank voles. They also feed on birds and their 
eggs, invertebrates such as beetles and wasps and 
large quantities of berries in the autumn. Pine 
martens scavenge carrion too, particularly in the 
winter and occasionally grey squirrels.  

Q: What effect might pine martens have on wild 
birds?  

A: Pine martens have co-existed with many bird 
species across their European range for thousands 
of years and there is no reason they cannot do so in 
England. Pine martens have a very varied diet and 
prey on the most common and larger bird species 
in woodlands, such as wood pigeon, jay, blackbird 
and crows,. Pine martens are solitary, live at 
relatively low population densities, have large home 
ranges and tend to predate what is locally 
abundant. The impacts of pine martens on rare and 
more common birds will be lower than widespread 
predators such as foxes, domestic cats, or crows. 
This means they are unlikely to affect populations 
of rare or vulnerable species in a wild environment. 
However, we would look at whether mitigation 
measures to protect nest boxes and bat roosts 
would be needed in some circumstances, 
especially where specific conservation activities are 

Grey squirrels can look cute, but they pose a threat 
to red squirrels and raid bird nests, taking eggs and 
nestlings. Spotted flycatchers have declined 85% in 
the last 50 years and wood warblers have declined 
57% in the last 23 years: research suggests that 
greys have played a major role in these declines. 

Grey squirrels cause considerable damage to 
broadleaf woods by bark stripping, this action kills 
or deforms the tree and leads to the destruction of 
woodland and a loss of timber value. The 
European Squirrel Initiative has shown that greys 
cost the forestry industry in excess of £40 million 
per year through tree damage. 

Damage to young plantations will seriously 
jeopardise efforts to establish new woodlands for 
nature recovery, natural flood management, 
carbon sequestration, and sustainable timber 
production. 

Greys are especially concerning due to their 
specific targeting of oak but they can also damage 
Beech, Field Maple, Hornbeam, Silver Birch, Sweet 
Chestnut, Sycamore and Willow, amongst others. 

Latest figures show that a hectare of undamaged 
150-year-old oak is currently estimated to value at 
around £54,370 per hectare, compared with a 
hectare of grey squirrel damaged 150-year-old oak 
valued at £7140 where squirrels have not been 
controlled - a difference of £47,230! 

Q: What is happening to combat this? 
A: We are working on developing projects to help 
protect our wildlife and reduce devastation to 
woodland. In particular, we are working with Red 
Squirrel South-West on a project on the north 
coast of Exmoor, to reduce numbers of grey 
squirrels in the area. Through monitoring 
populations and targeted control, we can help 
restore our biodiversity. 

Q: Could the reds return? 
A: Grey squirrel unfortunately carry the squirrel pox 
virus. They are immune to that particular disease 
but sadly it’s fatal to reds. Reds and greys do not 
have to come into direct contact for the virus to 
spread, red squirrels can contract SQPV through 
sharing feeders or woodlands that are also used 
by greys. Grey squirrels also out-compete reds for 
territory and food making it difficult for reds to 
survive in grey inhabited areas. 

Grey squirrel control projects could help to reduce 
the prevalence of squirrel pox, regenerate the natural 
Sessile Oak woodland on our North Coast of Exmoor 
and theoretically, create an environment conducive 
to the potential re-introduction of red squirrels.

Wildlife projects 
on the radar

Have you spotted  
a white-tailed eagle? 

Two Moors Pine Marten Project

Restoring the Peatland of 
Exmoor National Park

If you see a squirrel on Exmoor it most likely will be 
a grey. There are currently no established wild 
populations of red squirrels on the mainland in the 
South West. Squirrels change their coats 
throughout the year, so confusingly grey squirrels 
sometimes sport ginger patches 

Squirrel management  
on Exmoor

Golden-ringed dragonfly

Red squirrel  
Tony Cox

Pine Marten 
Terry Whittaker 2020Vision



In 2014 the River Barle Signal Crayfish Control 
Project began, led by Dr Nicky Green. This has 
involved using pioneering techniques to try to 
reduce the numbers of the invasive American 
signal crayfish in Exmoor’s rivers.

What are ‘Invasive, non-native’ species? 
Invasive non-native species or (INNS) are ‘any non-
native animal or plant that can cause damage to 
the environment, the economy, our health and the 
way we live’. Preventing the spread of INNS is much 
easier and less costly than managing them once 
they are established. Following good practice 
biosecurity can reduce the risk of introducing and 
spreading INNS to new environments. 

Did you know? 
The total annual cost of INNS to the British 
economy is estimated at approximately £1.8 billion. 
This is said to be a conservative figure and does 
not include indirect costs which could be 
substantially higher.

Back in 2005, Exmoor National Park Authority 
began the ‘Exmoor Knotweed Control Project’, a 
yearly parkwide herbicide treatment program for 
tackling knotweed species including Japanese 
knotweed, Himalayan knotweed, lesser knotweed 
and giant knotweed. 
We now have a 
database of around 
1200 sites, 
approximately 850 of 
these can be treated 
with herbicide. As a 
result of our rigorous 
treatment, many of 
these sites have had 
no visible knotweed 
for a few years and 
some have decreased 
growth. 

How can you help? 
Every year we add new knotweed sites, that 
you report to us and help us keep our 
database up to date, so if you know of any 
knotweed sites please email the location and 
photos, if possible, to  
ennis@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk. 

The GB non-native species secretariat also 
have excellent advice, training and resources 
that anyone can follow to help prevent the 
spread of INNS, you can find more information 
at nonnativespecies.org).  

The Check, Clean, Dry campaign is aimed at 
helping stop the spread of invasive plants and 
animals in our waters but can also be applied to 
equipment and clothing that have been 
exposed to INNS. 

 l   Check: Check your equipment, boots and 
clothing after leaving the water for mud, 
aquatic animals or plant material. Remove 
anything you find and leave at the site. 

 l   Clean: Clean everything thoroughly as 
soon as you can, paying attention to areas 
that are damp or hard to access. Use hot 
water if possible. 

 l   Dry: Dry everything for as long as you can 
before using elsewhere as some invasive 
plants and animals can survive for over two 
weeks in damp conditions. 

The ‘Be Plant Wise’ campaign is targeted 
towards gardeners and plant retailers. The 
wrong plant in the wrong place can be 
damaging to the environment.  

 l   Know what you grow - Choose the right 
plants for your garden, pond and water 
features. 

 l   Stop the spread - Keep your plants in your 
garden - don’t plant them, or allow them to 
grow, in the wild. 

 l   Compost with care - dispose of your 
unwanted plants, roots, weeds, seeds and 
seed heads responsibly. 

You can find lots more info on the Exmoor 
Non-Native Invasive Species Project at 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/ 
Whats-Special

Species rich grasslands support a wide range of 
wildlife, including pollinators, they enhance the 
landscape, encourage water retention in the soil 
and help conserve any archaeological features 
present. This can include enhancing habitat 
corridors through the landscape and restoring 
meadows back to flower-rich condition.

Exmoor has a proud and unique farming heritage, 
where many farmers are passionate about 
wildlife and sustainability. £1.2 million has been 
allocated to Exmoor National Park, to support 
farmers and land managers to help them in their 
valuable contribution to our protected 
landscapes and to ensure environmental 
improvements go hand in hand with agriculture. 

Over 5 kilometres of wildlife rich hedgerows, 540 
hectares of regenerative farming and research into 
improved management across 700 hectares of 
moorland are among a raft of projects in Exmoor, 
that have been awarded funding through the 
government’s Farming in Protected Landscapes 
programme (FIPL). 

Q: What is FIPL? 
A: Farming in Protected Landscapes is a 
programme providing financial support to farmers 
and other land managers in National Parks and 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It provides 
funding for one-off projects that support nature 
recovery, tackling the impacts of climate change, 
cultural heritage and more. Additional funding for 
Exmoor related projects has been granted until 
March 2025.  

Q: What kinds of projects have been happening 
within Exmoor National Park?  
A: A special panel chaired by Exmoor farmer  
Robin Milton was set up by Exmoor National Park 
Authority (ENPA) to oversee the funds locally, 
working with the Exmoor Hill Farming Network and 
Natural England to provide expert advice and 
ensuring the money is spent where it matters most. 

Here are just some of the Projects across Exmoor 
that have happened thanks to FIPL funding:

THE EXMOOR NON-NATIVE
INVASIVE SPECIES PROJECT

covers just 3.6 per cent of the National Park but 
this is set to improve. Funding until March 2024 has 
been secured from the Farming in Protected 
Landscapes (FiPL) supporting grassland 
restoration projects across the National Park.  

The Project is trialling new approaches for 
diversification: Wildflower seed production, 
enhancing and extending species-rich grassland 
habitats, the potential for more donor meadows 
seeded with local provenance, improving soil 
health and reduce run-off and the conservation of 
historic features such as catch water meadow and 
historic field systems. Natural England funded 
studies of existing grassland sites and aerial 
photography interpretation (API) have also been 
used to identify potential new grassland sites. 

The Project has purchased a brush harvester and 
vacuum harvester and last year ran a brush 
harvester training day, 12 farmers, contractors and 
landowners attended, who, once trained, will be 
able to use the harvester which is on loan.  

In 2022, the Project team harvested 110kgs of seed 
from a 3.5 hectares species rich Exmoor meadow. 
Once dried and prepared, the seed was used to 
restore 22 hectares of 
meadow. A green hay 
cut has also been taken 
from a donor meadow 
on Exmoor, which was 
taken to a recipient 
meadow within the 
same parish.  

If you would like to know more about the Exmoor 
‘Sowing the Seeds Project’, you can contact Lucy 
Cornwall at  
lcornwall@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk   
or Heather Harley at  
hjharley@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk.

New trees within 
fields and on 
field boundaries 
create more 
habitat and link 
wooded areas 
for woodland 
wildlife. They are 
also needed to 
help deal with 

the impact of Ash Dieback disease. This includes 
the potential for reestablishment of orchards and 
historic landscape features.
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Moorland grazing management 

Meadow restoration

The Exmoor ‘Sowing  
the Seeds’ Project 

Tree planting and orchard 
restoration 

Biodiversity is the most complex feature of our planet and the most vital. The air we 
breathe, the water we drink and the food we eat all ultimately rely on biodiversity 

The global biological diversity losses now becoming apparent represent a crisis 
equalling, or quite possibly surpassing, climate change. 

Invasive non-native species are considered the second biggest threat to 
biodiversity after habitat loss and are contributing to the most unprecedented rate 
of decline of nature seen in human history.  The Exmoor Non-Native Invasive 
Species (ENNIS) Project is helping to tackle the spread of invasive non-native 
species on Exmoor through trialling innovative approaches and working with local 
communities and volunteers.

In 2019 the National Park 
began the ENNIS 
Project thanks to 
funding from the Water 
Environment Grant. This 
allowed ENPA to 
expand the control of 
INNS on Exmoor to 
include American skunk 
cabbage and Himalayan 
balsam. We were also 
able to start our 
Rootwave trial, using 
electricide treatment as 
an alternative to 
herbicides, to treat INNS 
on organic certified land.

Nature friendly 
farming

‘Sowing the Seeds’ is an initiative between Exmoor 
National Park Authority (ENPA) and a range of 
other partners such as The Farming and Wildlife 
Advisory Group and Devon Wildlife Trust to restore 
wildflower meadows. Launched in 2021 as a small 
pilot, it’s supported through ENPA’s ‘CareMoor’ 
fund, with funding also from SWW, to assist work 
within the Headwaters of the Exe catchment.   

The aim is to prepare the ground for a long-term, 
sustainable legacy, reviving and restoring species-
rich grassland across Exmoor. Currently this only 

Himalayan Balsam

Skunk CabbageJapanese knotweed

Crayfish
Innovative ‘No 
Fence’ radio collars 
have been fitted to 
cattle grazing on 
Molland moor. The 
collars are designed 
to encourage 
grazing in a way 
that breaks up 
Purple Moor Grass 
(Molinia) and 
improves the 
conditions for young 
heather and other 
wild plant species 
to regrow. It’s a 
virtual fencing 
technology that 
works with an app 
to train the animals 
to respond to an 
audio signal as they 
move towards a 
boundary zone.
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Recovery can be a long and complicated process 
involving rebuilding self-esteem and sense of 
purpose. Boredom can be a significant challenge 
on the road to recovery and finding new ways to fill 
time is an important action for individuals. Support 
workers from the Hope Centre contacted Exmoor 
National Park’s ‘Get Involved’ team to see if we 
could help.   

Working together, with funding from an Open 
Mental Health grant, awarded by Spark Somerset 
(a Somerset County Council and NHS Somerset 
initiative), ‘Hope for North Hill’ a year-long project 
began in July 2022. 

The aim of the project is to train Hope Centre 
project workers and their clients to undertake 
practical conservation tasks on North Hill, giving 
the group a valued stake in looking after an area of 
countryside on their doorstep. Sitting just a mile 
outside Minehead, North Hill is an ideal location for 
this community project, offering spectacular views 
across the Bristol Channel to Wales and the 
surrounding landscape.  

A network of paths allows visitors to explore the 
woodlands, heathland and a wealth of historical 
features recalling the Hill’s important role as a second 
world war military training area. Exmoor National Park 
Rangers and the Archaeology team have also given 
talks at the Centre, introducing the wider Hope 
Centre group to how North Hill is managed and 
protected. Exploring a range of topics from the role of 
Exmoor Ponies to tank training in World War II.   

From day one, the benefits for the clients brought 
about by a change of scene and space to breathe 
were apparent. Here are a few of their comments -  
‘I found it really beneficial being out and giving 
something back to the community, I love being up 

Volunteer Support & Partnerships Coordinator 
Jackie Kiberd shares the positive impact of 
volunteering with Exmoor National Park 

Did you know that volunteering in a natural 
environment brings both mental and physical 
benefits? Studies have shown that helping look 
after nature can give you a better sense of 
purpose, increase levels of self-confidence and 
improve physical and mental health. Connecting 
with nature in this way not only contributes to 
nature recovery but also improves your wellbeing.  

A great example of this can be seen in the ‘Hope 
for North Hill’ project, where clients from the Hope 
Centre in Minehead are helping with practical 
conservation tasks, on a hilltop location above 
Minehead. The Hope Centre offers support for 
individuals who are homeless, have problems 
associated with drugs and alcohol or are lonely or 
disadvantaged in any way.  

on the hill and seeing the views and being in the fresh 
air’. ‘I like being up in the fresh air and being lost in 
the work I’m doing; it keeps my mind occupied’. 

Adam - their project worker said, ‘I have really 
enjoyed bringing the clients up to North Hill to 
volunteer with the National Parks, it’s been 
worthwhile seeing the clients get stuck in and 
knowing they are making a difference to the 
environment and wildlife, we found the tour of the 
old radar station and the talks from the 
archaeologists really interesting and we have 
learned a lot about the history of North Hill’. With 
each session the group are gaining practical skills 
and coming together to work as a team.  

Building on the success of the work with Hope 
Centre clients, activity days have been opened up 
to people from the wider community. Communities 
for Nature activity days take place on North Hill on 
the last Tuesday of every month. The Hope Centre 
remain a key part of these days which are helping 
bring communities across Minehead together and 
helping them take pride in this local green space. 

Volunteer Jo Burgess shares 
why ‘The Stell’ on Exmoor holds 
a special place in her heart 

This summer, I decided to 
embark on my John Muir 
Explorer Award on Exmoor. As 
well as walking the section of 
the South West Coastal Path 
within Exmoor National Park in a 
westerly direction, I set out to  
discover and explore parts of Exmoor I didn’t know. 

Exmoor is fairly familiar to me because it was the 
closest National Park to my childhood home in 
North Somerset and my father lived in Simonsbath 
during World War Two; when my grandmother 
taught at the school.  We visited the old 
schoolhouse often as a family.  

This summer I set out to revisit and rediscover 
somewhere near Simonsbath I had not been for 
many years. When I was a kid, we used to walk to a 
place called ‘The Stell’.  

I learnt recently that in the 1860s when Frederic 
Knight brought shepherds to Exmoor from 
Scotland, the head shepherd Robert Little 
introduced sheepfolds to Exmoor as winter shelters 
to feed the sheep.  

‘The Stell’ is one such sheepfold and is nestled at 
the head of one of the steep valleys which forms a 
tributary of the river Barle, east of Simonsbath. I had 

swum in the river earlier in the year and  
walking back up the main valley, mum  
and I rested at our favourite spot and  
spotted deer making light work of the  
steep slopes of this particular valley.   
I decided then, that I would take a walk  
to ‘The Stell’ to reminisce. 

The attraction of walking there all those 
years ago was that mum would go  
ahead and hide smarties in amongst  
the tree roots and if we found them  
before our dog, we got to eat them!  
Whenever I see or eat smarties,  
I think of those carefree times.  

Although this summer I walked on my  
own, I was never lonely. I had deer to  
keep me company including one  
which jumped out of a bog in front of me when  
I was balancing through a particularly challenging 
and smelly section I should really have avoided! I 
was envious of the nimble movements of the deer 
but relieved I had my walking poles and got to the 
dry ground on the other side without falling in. 

After a steep climb and enjoying not just the sight of 
deer but also some lovely bog plants, I arrived at 
‘The Stell’, which was very different to how I 
remembered it, with reeds dominating the enclosure. 
The trees were as gnarly as I remembered though. 

In my mind’s eye I could see the dog with a look of 
satisfaction when he beat us to the smarties; Dad 
leaning on his walking stick, smoking his pipe (a 
familiar olfactory backdrop to life); Mum indulging 
us by pointing out the smarties we and the dog had 
missed and my little sister rushing to beat me to 
the smarties.   

We lost Dad in 2020 to Alzheimer’s disease, but he 
is omnipresent whenever I am in the vicinity of 
Simonsbath; as is the grandmother I never knew.

The Stell

Hope for North Hill

Before the Hope Centre get stuck in
For more information about our Communities for 
Nature Days on North Hill email 
getinvolved@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Tour of  the Radar Station

During 2023, we’re asking for help to 

Plant more Trees and Create more Woodlands - 
In addition to continuing the planting of trees started 
in 2022, we’ll be planting a further 5000 trees at Bye 
Wood and elsewhere across the National Park. 
Supporting our Woods & Trees appeal will help us 
increase tree cover towards our target of 17% cover 
by 2050. To support this work, we are establishing a 
new Tree Nursery, growing heritage and native 
saplings for planting around Exmoor. 

Over recent years donations have helped us:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Create more Wildflower Meadows - Meadows 
attract a multitude of wildlife and often support 
flora and fauna that cannot thrive in other habitats. 
Typically characterised by species such as black 
knapweed, ox-eye daisy, yellow rattle, hawkbits, 
vetches and rarer orchids, they can also support 
colourful waxcap fungi. Not only are wildflower 
meadows aesthetically beautiful, they are 
ecologically important as they provide areas for 
pollinating insects, nesting, food gathering, shelter 
and even animal courtship displays. Flower-rich 
meadows can also be historically important, part of 
our local rich heritage and their enjoyment can 
contribute to our own wellbeing. Support our 
Sowing the Seeds appeal. 

We love our landscape, and we know millions across the nation do too. The National Park is 
free to access but you can help us to keep it special by making a donation towards 
CareMoor for Exmoor. 

Donations to CareMoor help keep Exmoor special for future generations by supporting the 

National Park Authority to look after the landscapes, habitats, footpaths and heritage of Exmoor.

Helping to conserve  
the landscapes you love

Build bridges  
and boardwalks

Create new  
wildlife habitats 

Plant over  
8000 trees

Restore ancient 
buildings and 
gardens

Protect Our Park - The National Park receives £1 
million less grant funding than it did in 2010 and 
has to make a further £500,000 worth of cuts by 
2025, to deal with the spending gap. 

Tough proposals will have to be considered, 
potentially selling land that currently belongs to 
the nation such as woodland and moorland and 
impacting the ‘rights of way’ network, visitor and 
outdoor activity centres and staff who are a vital 
part of maintaining and protecting park resources 
and projects.  

Sarah Bryan, Exmoor National Park’s Chief 
Executive says: “These are really difficult times for 
us. We manage a beautiful landscape working with 
farmers and the local community, but the Authority 
now risks having to limit our vital work protecting 
this cherished landscape and engaging the nation 
with it. The average cost to visitors per year is 
relatively very little, but the benefits to physical 
and mental wellbeing are priceless”. 

Whether you’d like to make a one-off donation, a 
regular contribution, or consider leaving a legacy 
visit www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/caremoor or 
phone 01398 323665.

CareMoor for Exmoor Business Champions 
Thank you to all the local businesses who help to 
support our efforts to keep Exmoor special by 
making regular contributions to CareMoor linked to 
sales of products or services. 

Photo: Dawn Westcott

Dedicate a Tree or Donate a Gate 
Mark a special occasion or donate in memory of 
someone special by dedicating a tree at Bye Wood 
or sponsoring a gate on one of your favourite Exmoor 
footpaths. Ask the staff at our National Park Centres 
or visit the CareMoor website for more details. 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/caremoor 
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National Park Centres 
Visit one of our National Park Centres to hire or buy 
a telescope or pick up a free Dark Skies pocket 
guide. To help you enjoy the night skies, you’ll also 
find a range of star charts, stargazing guidebooks 
and more.

Dark Sky Discovery Trail  
Whatever the time of year, 
visit the Dark Sky 
Discovery Trail near 
Exford in the heart of 
Exmoor, for a memorable 
night-time adventure as 
the sun goes down. 
Read more and watch a 
film at www.exmoorwalks.org/darksky 

Exmoor is one of the few places where the Milky 
Way can be seen spanning the sky, even with the 
naked eye. 

Exmoor National Park has been designated as an 
International Dark Sky Reserve since 2011. The 
tranquility and stargazing opportunities presented 
by the incredibly dark skies are appreciated by 
residents and visitors, blown away by the sight of 
thousands of stars in a clear night sky. 

Autumn and winter can be great seasons for 
stargazing due to the skies getting dark well 
before bedtime! 

Astrophotographers can capture the most 
stunning shots and astronomers can study the 
most distant stars and planets using their 
telescopes, but above all, the dark skies can be 
enjoyed by everyone. Accredited Dark Sky Friendly 
businesses can help visitors get the most from 
their experience by recommending the best spots 
to stargaze, or by lending telescopes or binoculars. 

Events can be enjoyed throughout the year 
including weekly planetarium style presentations 
and guided stargazing evenings at Exford, see 
www.wildaboutexmoor.com/ 
exmoor-stargazing-and- 
night-hikes/ for more details. 

At the start of each month, check 
out the Exmoor National Park 
Facebook page @Exmoornp for 
tips from Exmoor Stargazers on 
what’s on view in the night sky.

Running from 13-29 October, the annual Exmoor 
Dark Skies Festival celebrates the darkness with a 
range of stargazing, astronomy and wildlife inspired 
events across the National Park. Experts are on hand 
to guide you around the constellations and planets, 
while Rangers and walk leaders will ensure you gain 
a deeper understanding of wildlife at night whilst 
experiencing a night-time adventure under the stars. 

Did you know that  
Exmoor has some of the 

darkest skies in the country?
Star Trails over Valley of  Rocks by Keith Trueman 

Help Keep Our Skies Dark 
Taking simple steps to reduce light pollution can 
have benefits for human and animal health as well 

as those with a love of stargazing. There is a 
simple rule to follow - use light only where and 
when you need it. Consider how your lights 
impact on your local environment, at home but 
also your place of work. For example, does the 
floodlight in the back garden need to illuminate 
the skies as well as the ground you are looking to 
light? Adjusting fittings to direct light downwards 
is a quick and easy fix, and most lights can be put 
on a timer or fitted with an inexpensive motion 
detector to ensure they are only on when really 
needed.  

For more information on Exmoor’s dark skies go to: 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/stargazing

Exmoor Dark Skies Festival 2023
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Why not discover more of Exmoor by bus? 
Leaving the car behind and taking the bus is a 
great way to explore Exmoor. It is more 
sustainable, provides better views and you'll  be 
able to sit back, relax and enjoy the stunning 
scenery without the stress of driving or even plan 
a linear walk. 

The open topped Exmoor Coaster runs all year 
round and has been dubbed one of the UK’s most 
scenic bus rides, combining the wild moors on one 
side and the dramatic coast on the other, as well as 
taking in England’s steepest A road at Porlock Hill.  

This summer it is being extended to the west with 
the entire route now spanning from Watchet to 
Minehead, Lynmouth, Combe Martin and all the 
way to Ilfracombe. It is a genuine 'Adventure by 
Bus' and you can travel all day for an unlimited 
amount for just £12 (free with concessionary 
passes). This allows you to enjoy a relaxed scenic 

round trip, or hop on and off as much as 
you like.  

Enhancements to the 310 service 
between Barnstaple and Lynmouth 
introduced last year continue, now 
offering a rail link service with the Tarka 
Line, connecting all the way to Exeter. 

Other local services include the 25 
between Taunton and Dulverton, the 
10 between Minehead and Porlock 
Weir and the 198 between 
Minehead and Dulverton. A 

number of local taxi firms are also available 
to help link you to the nearest bus route. 

Don't miss out on the opportunity to make a 
positive impact while experiencing all that 
Exmoor has to offer. Take the bus and make 
your trip truly unforgettable! 

Full details and timetable links can be found 
within the ExploreMoor Travel section at 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/enjoying. 

If you’re exploring by car, 
thank you for using Exmoor 
National Park car parks 

In doing so you are supporting the vital work we 
do, from educational activities for our young 
people to conservation, public access work and 
nature recovery projects in Exmoor National Park. 

A great deal of work has gone into improving 
our visitor facilities, we hope they provide a 
warm welcome and help you get the most from 
your experience (but we always like to know 
about ways they could be improved).  

It costs us £95,000 a year just to run and 
maintain our car parking and toilet facilities at 
popular spots like Tarr Steps and Valley of Rocks. 

This year we have also spent a further £120,000  
on refurbishment of our amenities to ensure 
they continue to be well-maintained.  

We only ask people to pay what is necessary 
and, by providing convenient ways to pay, we 
hope everyone will support the essential work 
that goes into protecting and maintaining our 
wonderful National Park. 

ExploreMoor -  
Enjoy a car free,  
care free Exmoor
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Centre for Outdoor Learning

This map is only intended as a guide.  

More detailed maps are available from our 

three National Park Centres in Lynmouth, 

Dunster and Dulverton or online at:  

shop.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk
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Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - Miss Rosalie 
Chichester and the Pioneering Women of the 
early 20th Century 
Tue 11th Jul 6:30pm - 8pm 
We are excited to welcome a fascinating ‘double 
act’ from Arlington Court and the National 
Carriage Museum. Sytske Knol introduces us to 
the pioneering women carriage drivers, in what 
was a very male dominated field. Whilst Liv Wilde 
will be telling us about another female 
trailblazer, Miss Rosalie Chichester, her eclectic 
interests, hobbies and photography. Tea and 
coffee available and the Centre will be open to 
browse. Booking essential. 01598752509. £5. 
National Park Centre, Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Summer Festival of Food & Drink 
Sat 15th Jul 10am - 4pm 
Lynton Town Hall EX35 6BS 
Minehead and Exmoor Music Festival 
Mon 24th Jul 7:00 pm - Sat 29th Jul 
Delightful musical mix by Full Symphony 
Orchestra. www.mineheadmusicfestival.org 
Treasure Island 
Tue 1st Aug - Sat 12th 7:30pm - 9:30pm 
Pleasure Dome Theatre Company are delighted 
to present Treasure Island- a tropical Carnival 
flavoured swashbuckling extravaganza! 
www.pleasuredometheatrecompany.com/ 
Booking essential. 07789742239. Adults- £15, 
Seniors (over 70s)- £13.50, Children (under 16)- 
£10, Family Ticket (2 Adults and up to 5 kids)- 
£45. Valley of Rocks EX35 6JH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The North Devon Show 
Wed 2nd Aug 8am - 6pm 
northdevonshow.com/ Umberleigh Barton, 
Umberleigh, Devon, EX37 9DX 
Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Wed 2nd Aug 12:30pm - 3:30pm 
See 6th April for details. 
Flower Festival 
Fri 4th - Tue 8th Aug 10am - 5:30pm 
St Dubricius Church, Porlock TA24 8QJ 
Brendon Gardens 
Sat 5th & Sun 6th Aug 12pm - 5pm 
See 27th May for more details. 
Wheddon Cross Village Fete 
Sat 5th Aug 1pm - 6pm 
Traditional Village Fete with fun for all the family. 
Delicious BBQ with locally farmed meat, tea and 
home-made cakes, skittles, children’s and adult 
races, face painting, Exmoor ponies, Pimms tent, 
book stall, tombola, dog show, produce and 
craft marquee, hook a duck, live band + 
numerous others stalls. Come along and join in 
the fun - all profits raised remain within the local 
village charities. TA24 7DU 

Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Thu 1st Jun 10am - 1pm 
See 6th April for details. 
Move Like Water with Hannah Stowe 
Thur 8th Jun 7pm 
Seven Fables and East Quay have joined forces 
to bring you an enthralling evening with writer, 
artist, sailor and scientist Hannah Stowe. Join us 
on World Oceans Day to celebrate the 
publication of her debut, Move Like Water. 
www.sevenfables.co.uk/seven-fables-events 
Booking essential. 01398 324457. £12 includes 
canapés. East Quay, Watchet. TA23 0AQ. 
Stogumber Gardens Open 
Sat 10th & Sun 11th Jun 10:30am - 5:30pm 
Village gardens (up to 15) open for 3 charities 
TBA including St Mary's Church Stogumber in 
and around this beautiful village nestled 
between Exmoor National Park and the 
Quantock Hills. 42nd year. Gardens small and 
large. Dedicated car park at Beacon Field just 
beyond Stogumber Village Hall. Fabulous food 
at the Village Hall all day both days. Plant stalls, 
bric a brac, cakes, music. Entry £10pp under 14s 
free. www.stogumber.org.uk. TA4 3TQ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - Linzi Green talks 
about Exmoor Ponies and the Moorland 
Mousey Trust 
Sat 10th Jun 2pm - 3:30pm 
Linzi’s talks are always well attended so please 
book early. Tea and coffee available and the 
Centre will be open to browse. Booking essential. 
01598752509. £5. National Park Centre, 
Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Enchantment with writer Katherine May 
Sat 24th Jun 6pm 
Enchantment is an invitation to rekindle a sense 
of awe and wonder, to add a little enchantment 
into the everyday. In keeping with the spirit of 
Enchantment we will be venturing into the 
woods with Katherine on one of the most 
enchanting evenings of the year, Midsummer. 
£25. Ticket price includes a colourful picnic supper 
provided by The Exmoor Feasting Company. 
Booking essential. Seven Fables. TA22 9HB. 
www.sevenfables.co.uk/seven-fables-events. 
01398 324457.  
St Dubricius Church Fete 
Sat 1st Jul 2pm - 4pm 
The annual church fete with lots of fun for all the 
family. Many stalls including: cakes, books, toys, 
raffle, refreshments and games. No need to book 
- just turn up. Small entrance fee. The Rectory 
Garden, Off Parsons Street, Porlock TA24 8QJ 

Exford Horse Show 
Wed 9th Aug 9am - 5pm 
Exmoor ponies, horses & sheep on show, craft, 
produce & local trade stands flight of the flags, 
family dog show stag horns, inter-hunt relay, 
pony club show jumping, gymkhana, parade of 
hounds refreshments. £15/car on the gate 
www.exfordshow.com. exford showground 
TA24 7NC. 
Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - Bugs! With Kate 
Jones from the Charity Buglife 
Sat 12th Aug 2pm - 3:30pm 
Kate Jones, from the Charity Buglife, joins us for a 
fascinating insight into her work and the life of 
bugs. ‘If we and the rest of the back-boned 
animals were to disappear overnight, the rest of 
the world would get on pretty well. But if the 
invertebrates were to disappear, the world’s 
ecosystems would collapse.’ Sir David 
Attenborough. Tea and coffee available and the 
Centre will be open to browse. Booking essential. 
01598752509. £5. National Park Centre, 
Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Sun 13th Aug 10am - 1pm 
See 6th April for details. 
Rockpooling with the Rangers @ Lee Abbey 
Tue 15th Aug 11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Lee Abbey Beach EX35 6JL. Meet at bottom of 
track to Lee Abbey Beach. See 6th April for other 
details. Please note trampers can be available for 
use if organised beforehand. Please email  
cwray@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk to talk 
about any accessibility requirements. 
Withypool Flower Show and Fete 
Wed 16th Aug 2:30 pm 
Village show with vegetable, flower, cookery, 
craft and childrens exhibits in hall. Fete with 
traditional stalls and sideshows, teas, raffle etc 
on green by the beautiful river Barle. A great 
family afternoon out. Donations welcome. 
Withypool Village Hall TA24 7QZ. 
Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Thu 17th Aug 12:30pm - 3:30pm 
See 6th April for details. 
Dunster Show 
Fri 18th Aug  
A one day traditional agricultural show held on 
the edge of Exmoor; this year we're celebrating 
175 years. www.thedunstershow.co.uk/  
Dunster Castle Lawns,Near Minehead. TA24 6SL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Thu 6th Apr 12pm - 3pm 
Join Exmoor National Park Rangers for a 
Seashore Safari to explore the rockpools of 
Lynmouth. We will hunt for anemones, crabs, 
sea sponges and all sorts of other marine 
critters. You will learn more about the diversity 
of life on our shores and gain the skills to carry 
on rockpooling in your own time. All equipment 
provided including identification guides, nets 
and buckets. Meet opposite Lynmouth National 
Park Centre. EX35 6EQ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - The 
Reintroduction of Beavers to Exmoor 
Tue 11th Apr 6:30pm - 8pm 
We have a real treat to kick start the 2023 season 
of ‘Talks at the Pavilion’. Join us to hear National 
Trust Ranger Jack Siviter talk about the beaver 
project on Exmoor. How will the reintroduction 
of beavers affect local ecosystems on Exmoor? 
Tea and coffee available and the Centre will be 
open to browse. Booking essential. 01598 
752509. £5. National Park Centre, Lynmouth. 
EX35 6EQ. 
Dave Goulson Talk 
Thu 13th Apr 6:30 pm 
Join renowned bee expert and best-selling 
author, Professor Dave Goulson, to explore the 
key role we can play in helping to revive our 
natural world. Dulverton Town Hall. Booking 
essential. www.exmoorsociety.com.  
01398 323335. Free, donations welcome. 
Minehead Eat Festival 
Sun 16th Apr 10am - 4pm 
500 metres of food and drink stalls showcasing 
all that is produced locally, plus over 20 street-
side cafes. Minehead Avenue TA24 5AY 
Lynton Town Hall Spring Market 
Sat 29th Apr 10am - 4pm 
Food, drink & craft fair. EX35 6BS. 
Minehead Steampunk Festival 
Sat 29th Apr - Mon 1st May 10am - 5pm 
Eclectic mix of street-side steam and science 
fiction entertainment, something for the whole 
family. Free. The Avenue Minehead TA24 5AY.  

Dark Skies Discovery Hub Stargazing Supper Club 
Thursdays through the year 6pm-10pm 
Wonderful evenings chatting about the stars and 
the night sky. Come for a delicious 3 course meal 
with telescopes, a planetarium presentation and 
an optional walk out into the dark skies reserve 
area to sit and enjoy the skies with us. Please 
bring warm, waterproof clothing and good 
walking or welly boots, if you wish to join us for 
the walk. Booking essential, please email 
info@wildaboutexmoor.com or 07990521604. 
www.wildaboutexmoor.com/exmoor-
stargazing-and-night-hikes/ £40 per adult, £20 
per child under 16 years. Exford Bridge 
Tearooms Chapel Street, Exford, TA24 7PY. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coffee, Cake and Clean-up 
Sat 1st Apr 10am - 1pm 
Please join our annual Community Beach Clean. 
Litter pickers, gloves and bags are provided. 
Coffee and cake will be served in the car park 
before heading for the beach. Supported by the 
National Trust and Exmoor National Park. Meet at 
Bossington National Trust car park. TA24 8HF.  

Exmoor Pony Society Spring Show  
& Stallion Parade 
Mon 8th May 
Free. Emmetts Grange, Simonsbath TA24 7LD. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cowbridge Sawmill Open Days 
Sat 13th & Sun 14th May 11am - 4:30pm 
National Mills Weekend Cowbridge Sawmill 
Open Days Guided Tours and Rural Craft 
Displays throughout the weekend. 
Refreshments available. Free admission and 
parking but donations welcome. 01643 841803. 
At junction of A396 and Wootton Courtenay 
Road, Timberscombe. TA24 7TD 
Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - Ranger  
Richard Eales Talks About Exmoor’s Wild Deer 
Sat 13th May 2pm - 3:30pm 
Richard has been a National Park Ranger for 
many years and has a fantastic knowledge of 
Exmoor’s native deer and their habitats. His talks 
are always informative and great fun. Tea and 
coffee available and the Centre will be open to 
browse. Booking essential. 01598752509. £5. 
National Park Centre, Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Dunster Festival 
Sat 27th - Mon 29th May 
Inspiring music for all ages, including a cream 
tea concert, kids concert and late night concert: 
eight events across the Festival weekend. Visit 
www.dunsterfestival.co.uk for more details. 
Brendon Gardens 
Sat 27th & Sun 28th May 12pm - 5pm 
4 gardens open for charity (NGS: National 
Garden Scheme, see ngs.org.uk for full details) . 
At Higher Tippacott Farm, lunches & teas incl. 
gluten-free are served, bric a brac & plants for 
sale. & display of vintage telephones & toys. No 
need to book - just turn up. £6 per person. 
Children free. 01598 741343. Brendon EX35 6PU. 
Porlock Duck Race 
Sun 28th May 2pm - 6pm 
Come along and join in the fun of ten duck races 
plus a grand finale. During the afternoon there 
will be a BBQ , licensed bar, refreshments, cakes 
and ice creams. A great fun event for all the 
family. Free Admission All proceeds go towards 
the annual Porlock Carnival on Saturday 2nd 
September. Sparkhayes Campsite, Sparkhayes 
Lane, Porlock. TA24 8NE. 
Brayford Duck Race 
Mon 29th May 1:30pm - 5pm 
A fun day for all the family with cream teas, ice 
creams, hot dogs, plus various stalls as well as a 
family dog show (Pedigree, Family and 
Obedience classes). Come and enjoy the fun, or 
sit and enjoy listening to the local jazz band. 
Brayford village. EX32 7QJ. 

Exmoor Events Diary 2023 

How to use the listings: 
Each organisation is responsible for their own 
listings, please contact event organisers direct 
for the latest information  
Postcodes are listed wherever possible but 
please note that in rural areas a single postcode 
may cover a large area and a sat-nav may not 
always direct you to the exact location.  
Walks are graded as follows:  
Easy Going Stroll - Very gentle pace for up to  
2 hours. More accessible locations that are likely 
to be suitable for most people including many 
less mobile people and generally suitable for 
many wheelchair users and pushchairs. 
Stroll - Normally up to two hours at an easy 
pace. Likely to be suitable for many children  
and slower walkers. 
Walk - For more experienced or fitter walkers. 
Open moor and/or rough ground may be 
covered in walks that vary in length and type 
of terrain. 
If you are unsure about the suitability of a walk 
please contact the event organiser on the 
phone number in the event listing. 
All Exmoor National Park Authority walks and 
events (in green text) are fully risk-assessed, 
however all persons taking part do so at their  
own risk. Children under 18 years on guided walks 
and events must be accompanied by an adult.

 Important Information

Guided walks are listed on page 29.
Go to www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/enjoying/events 
for full booking details and a greater selection of events. 
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Tractor Tour at West Ilkerton Farm 
Sun 10th Sep 1pm - 5pm 
Enjoy a tour of West Ilkerton Farm in a purpose-
built tractor-drawn trailer. You will be able to see 
local breeds of animals (Devon cattle, Exmoor 
horn sheep and Exmoor ponies) at close 
quarters and, with any luck, red deer and other 
wildlife. More information at 
www.exmoorsociety.com/walks-programme 
Booking essential. 01398 323335. £10 
West Ilkerton Farm, Barbrook, Lynton EX35 6QA. 
Micaela Malet-Beckett's Art Exhibition 
Sat 16th - Wed 20th Sep 12pm - 6pm 
Free exhibition by Exmoor artist and painter. 
Codecombe House, Cutcombe, Minehead, 
Somerset TA247AJ 
Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion - Exmoor Ponies, 
their work in wellbeing and emotional healing 
with Louise Reynolds 
Sat 16th Aug 2pm - 3:30pm 
Have you ever thought about how animals help 
us with our emotional health and wellbeing? 
Louise Reynolds talks to us about how Exmoor 
Ponies can help with emotional healing. Tea and 
coffee available and the Centre will be open to 
browse. Booking essential. 01598752509. £5. 
National Park Centre, Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Tractor Tour at West Ilkerton Farm 
Sun 17th Sep 1pm - 5pm 
See 10th Sep for details 
Cream Tea with Inspirational Women 
Sat 7th Oct 2:30pm 
In the 10th anniversary year of this annual event 
celebrating Ada Lovelace, the inspirational 
women sharing their stories will be Oriana 
Morrison-Clarke, Speech and Language 
specialist; Susanna Brown, photography curator, 
writer and lecturer: Professor Alice Larkin, Vice 
Dean of Manchester University: Annie Maw, 
retired Lord Lieutenant of Somerset: and Lena 
Lewis, Exmoor farmer and writer. £tba. Booking 
essential. 01643 863117. Porlock Village Hall. 
TA24 8QD. 
Talk on Exmoor's Wild Red Deer 
Tue 10th Oct 2pm - 4pm 
A talk by Ranger Richard Eales. Free, donations 
to Caremoor welcome. 01398 323841. National 
Park Centre, Fore Street, Dulverton TA22 9EX. 
Exmoor Dark Skies Festival  
Fri 13 - Sun 29 Oct  
This annual festival has more than 50 events for a 
range of audiences across Exmoor. See  
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/stargazing for 
details of events. 
Fungi Bio Blitz in the Lyn Valley with Patrick 
Watts-Mabbott 
Sat 14th Oct 1:30pm - 4:30pm 
An exciting afternoon of fungi with a National 
Park expert. Join us at 1:30pm for a briefing 
before heading out with your phone cameras to 
find and record fungi in the Lyn Valley, it’s up to 
you where you walk, we will give you some 
pointers. Then back to the Pavilion from 3pm to 
identify your finds and record them on 
iNaturalist. £1. Booking essential. 01598 752509. 
National Park Centre Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 

Brompton Regis Horse Show and Gymkhana 
Sat 19th Aug 9am - 6pm 
Fun for all the family. horse show. dog show. gun 
dog scurry. refreshments. licensed bar. bbq. 
produce and handicraft show. auction of 
pledges. bottle stall. bouncy castle. face painting. 
ice cream. plants. raffle. tombola. produce. 
coconut shy. demonstrations and much much 
more. Adults - £2. Children up to 14 yrs - Free. 
07904 042277. Renford Knap TA22 9NJ. 
Minehead Eat Festival 
Sun 20th Aug 10am - 4pm 
See 16th April for details. 
Rockpooling with the Rangers 
Tue 29th Aug 10:30am - 1:30pm 
See 6th April for details. 
Minehead Bay Seafront Festival 
Sat 2nd Sep 10am - 4pm 
Free fun and entertainment for the whole family. 
Minehead Esplanade TA24 5AP. 
Challacombe Sheepdog Trials  
and Family Dog Show 
Sat 2nd Sep 10:30am - 4:30pm 
Also various stalls, sideshows, skittles competition 
and refreshments. Adults £2.50  children free. 
Whitefield Barton, Challacombe. EX31 4TU.  
Porlock Carnival 
Sat 2nd Sep 5:30pm - 9pm 
Enjoy bands, stilt walkers plus the carnival 
procession including many fabulous floats and 
groups. The fire brigade, majorettes, youth pipes 
and many more parading through the village; 
then back again for more fun. After the 
procession head up to the village hall for 
refreshments, food and bar plus a children’s 
disco and prize giving. See website for details. 
www.porlockcarnival.co.uk. Porlock TA24 8PT 
Wild Folk: Join Jackie Morris at Seven Fables 
Thu 7th Sep 11am - 4pm 
Join award winning, internationally renowned 
illustrator Jackie Morris by the fireside at Seven 
Fables. Jackie has over thirty years' experience 
writing and illustrating, and her books appeal to 
an incredibly broad age range. She will be 
painting, signing books and chatting with 
visitors throughout the day. There is no need to 
book, and admission is free. Her visits are always 
magical and guests leave feeling quite inspired. 
01398 324457. Seven Fables TA22 9HB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talks at Lynmouth Pavilion -  
Dark Skies with Seb Jay 
Sat 21st Oct 2:30pm & 4:30pm 
Back by popular demand, Astronomer Seb Jay 
takes us on a fascinating journey through time 
and space, first visiting our own solar system, 
then our galaxy the Milky Way, and on out into 
the Universe. Seb’s talks are always engaging, 
and the distances covered are mind boggling. 
Due to this event being oversubscribed last year 
we will run two talks. Tea and coffee available 
and the Centre will be open to browse. Booking 
essential. 01598752509. £5. National Park Centre, 
Lynmouth. EX35 6EQ. 
Exmoor Christmas Fair 
Sat 25th 12pm - 6pm & Sun 26th Nov 10am - 4pm 
Exmoor Christmas Fair at Porlock Village Hall is a 
chance to meet the craftsmen and women who 
make unique and unusual gifts, many of which 
are not available on the High Street or online. 
Many take commisions and are happy to help 
you choose the ideal present for that special 
person. Free Entrance, Free parking. 
refreshments available, charity draw, Porlock 
Village Hall TA24 8QD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dunster by Candlelight 
Fri 1st Dec 5pm - 9pm & Sun 2nd Dec 4pm - 9pm 
Takes place every year on the first Friday and 
Saturday of December when this remarkably 
preserved medieval village turns its back on the 
present and lights its streets with lanterns and 
where possible candles in the houses. The whole 
place is alive with music and entertainment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Tree Festival 
Sat 9th Dec - Thu 4th Jan 2024 3pm - 6pm 
A creative selection of Christmas Trees provided 
by community organisations and groups to 
decorate the church at this festive time of the 
year. St Dubricius Church, Porlock TA24 8QJ. 
Lynton Town Hall Christmas Market 
Sat 9th & Sun 10th Dec 12pm - 6pm 
Join us for our 2nd Christmas Market Food, 
drink, crafts, gifts all under one roof at the 
fabulous Lynton Town Hall. EX35 6BS. 

Exmoor Events Diary 2023 Guided walks are listed on page 29.

Exmoor National Park run a great 
programme of volunteer-led guided 
walks. 
The walks are free but donations to  
are welcomed. Dogs on short leads welcome. 
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear. 
Booking recommended, see www.exmoor-
nationalpark.gov.uk/enjoying/events for details. 

A Walk Through Dunster’s History

Our walks gradings are explained on page 26

Pinkery to Wood Barrow and 
Long Stone 
Wed 22nd March 10am  
History walk on ‘other’ side of 
the East Lyn River 
Wed 29th March 10am 
Dulverton - Barle River and the 
Leat 
Wed 12th April 10am 
Farm walk inc lambing at 
Westermill 
Mon 17th April 2pm Stroll. 
Lost Village of Clicket 
Sat 22nd April 11am 
Cutcombe and the Saxon 
Harepath 
Mon 24th April 10am 
Lichens and mosses at Heddon 
Valley 
Wed 29th April 2pm 
The Chains 
Thu 4th May 10am 
Yarner Farm walk - walls and 
multigenerational farming 
Tue 9th May 10am 
Burridge Woods Bird tour 
Wed 10th May 10am 
Badgworthy - sheep stells and 
stone circles 
Fri 12th May 10am

West Ilkerton Farm and 
Ilkerton Ridge 
Sun 14th May 11am. Stroll. 
A history of Woody Bay, Lynton 
Mon 22nd May 10am 
Porlock’s Coastal Wildlife - May 
Thu 25th May, 10am 
Ley Hill Medieval Settlement 
Wed 14th June 10:30 
Hawkcombe Nature Reserve 
Butterfly Walk 
Fri 16th June 1pm 
Hope Bourne in Withypool 
Thu 22nd June 10am. Stroll. 
A moorland archaeology walk 
Thu 29th June 10:30am  
Photography walk and talk  -  
Bossington Hill and Allerford 
Plantation  
Wed 19th July 10am 
Porlock’s Coastal Wildlife - July 
Thu 27th July 10am 
Ashcombe Gardens, 
Simonsbath, Wheal Eliza mine, 
Cow Castle & the History of 
Exmoor 
Thu 10th August 10:30am 
Historic Lynton  
and the Valley of Rocks 
Wed 16th August 10am Stroll.

A Walk Through Dunster’s History 
Step back in time and discover the rich tapestry of 
Dunster’s history. 1.5-2hr walk. Meet at Dunster 
National Park Centre. TA24 6SE at 11am. Walk. 
12 Apr          26 Apr            10 May           24 May 
7 Jun             21 Jun            12 Jul              26 Jul  
9 Aug           23 Aug           13 Sep            27 Sept  
11 Oct          25 Oct 

Dunster Outback 
A 2 hour circular walk through the ages from 
Dunster village up to Bats Castle. Meet 11am at 
Dunster National Park Centre. TA24 6SE. Walk. 
5 Apr             3 May             7 June            5 July 
2 Aug           6 Sept             4 Oct 

Lynmouth Flood Walk 
Hear all about the Great Flood of 1952 and how 
it changed the village. Meet at Lynmouth 
National Park Centre, EX35 6EQ at 2pm. Easy 
Going Stroll. 
4 Apr             2 May             6 Jun               4 Jul
1 Aug           12 Sep           10 Oct   

Hidden Porlock Walk 
A 2-hour guided walk around the village.  
Booking essential via 01643 863150. Meet 
outside Porlock Visitor Centre TA24 8QD  
at 10am for 10.15am start. Easy Going Stroll. 
25 Apr         30 May           27 June          25 Jul 
29 Aug         26 Sep            31 Oct

The Exmoor Society’s programme of guided walks on Exmoor runs 
throughout the year. Walks start from different locations across 
Exmoor and are of different lengths and on a wide variety of themes. 
The walks are free, although donations are very much appreciated. 
All walks must be booked in advance using the form on the Society’s 
website: exmoorsociety.com or by email or telephone 01398 323335.  
All are categorised as Walks unless stated.

The West Somerset Mineral Line Association 
run a programme of walks centred on the  
c19th mineral railway. All walks are free, though 
donations are welcome. Booking essential on 
01398 323841. For more information see 
www.westsomersetmineralrailway.org.uk 
Ralegh’s Cross Mineral Line Short Walk  
Fri 17th Mar 9:45am - 1:45pm 
Wed 10th May 9:45 am - 1:45 pm 
Mon 6th Nov 9:45 am - 1:45 pm 
With our guide we visit the Iron Mines near 
Beulah chapel, the old Brendon village and the 
Winding house. Then we walk down part of the 
Incline: steep, spectacular, but optional. 
Ralegh's Cross Inn TA23 0LN. Walk.  
Chargot Woods Walk 
Sat 22nd Apr 9:45am - 1:45pm 
Sun 17th Sep 9:45 am - 1:45 pm 
Spectacular remains are hidden in the hills. This 
is a one hour stroll to look at Langham Engine 
House, then a two hour walk down the steep 
miners' track to see Bearland Flue and other 
features connected with iron mining. We may 
visit Burrow Farm Engine House or Kennisham 
Hill. Walk.

Ralegh's Cross Long Walk 
Sun 11th Jun 9:45am - 3:45pm 
Tue 3rd Oct 9:45am - 3:45pm 
This is a walk/talk of about 7 miles, steep, but 
with stops along the way. We visit Beulah Chapel, 
the old Brendon village and the Winding House. 
Then we go down the Incline to Comberow, 
through the woods to Leighland Chapel and 
circle back via a picturesque waterfall. Walk. 
Mineral LIne Bus Trip 
Wed 12th Jul 9am - 4pm 
We follow the route of the Mineral Line and see 
the sites along the way with a guide, a minibus, 
and a little gentle walking. If you are interested 
ring 01398 323841 by July 1, giving us a 
telephone number or an Email address, so that 
we can give you details. We need at least 10 
people. If you book after this you may be able to 
join us, but only if we have seats! Walk. 
Exmoor Mines 
Thu 17th Aug 9:45am 
A visit to some interesting mines on Exmoor. 
Bring your own car; details are to be arranged. 
This trip was much enjoyed last year so if you 
are interested ring the contact numbers. Walk. 

Luxborough walk 
Sat 19th August 10:30am 
North Hill with a compass 
Tues 22nd August 10am 
Hope Bourne in Withypool 
Wed 6th September 10am 
Stroll. 
Larkbarrow Night Walk 
Fri 15th September 7:30pm 
Evening Bat Walk - Horner 
Thu 21st September 7pm 
Stroll. 
Evening Bat Walk - Bossington 
Thu 28th September 7pm 
Stroll. 
Ashley Combe Landscape 
Restoration in Culbone Wood 
Fri 6th October 10am 
West Ilkerton Farm and 
Ilkerton Ridge 
Sat 14th October 11am 
Larkbarrow 
Thu 2nd November 10:30am 
History walk on ‘other’ side of 
the East Lyn River 
Wed 8th November 10am 
Dulverton  - Barle River and 
the Leat 
Thu 7th December 10am

Walking Book Club: Seven Fables Dulverton. 
TA22 9HB. Booking essential. 01398 324457.  
If you love reading and enjoy walking, then this 
could be just the book club you have been 
seeking... A level of walking fitness is required 
and happy, sociable dogs are welcome!  
Sat 25th Mar 2pm: The Colony 
Join us in the woods above Dulverton to discuss 
The Colony by Audrey Magee. £12 Walk + Book. 
£7 Walk Only, Walk. 
More events through the year see details at: 
www.sevenfables.co.uk/walking-book-club.

From short town tours to moorland epics a guided walk is a great way to discover Exmoor. Here are some you can do in 2023: 
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Museums & Heritage Centres 
Allerford Museum  A8 
www.allerfordmuseum.org.uk 
Bampton Heritage Centre  E8  
www.bampton.org.uk  
Combe Martin Museum  A2  
www.combemartinmuseum.co.uk  
Dovery Manor Museum, Porlock  A7 
www.doverymanormuseum.org.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dulverton Heritage & Arts Centre  D8 
www.dulvertonheritagecentre.org.uk/  
Dunster Museum and Dolls Museum  B9 
www.dunstermuseum.co.uk  
Exmoor Natural History Centre, Porlock Weir  A7 
www.enhs.org.uk  
Exmoor Society Resource Centre, Dulverton  D8 
www.exmoorsociety.com.  
Lyn & Exmoor Museum, Lynton  A5 
www.facebook.com/LynExmoorMuseum   
Minehead Museum  A9 
www.mineheadmuseum.co.uk   
Simonsbath Sawmill experience  C5 
www.threeatop.co.uk  
Watchet Museum  B10 
www.watchetmuseum.co.uk  
Watchet Boathouse Museum  B10 
www.lovewatchet.co.uk  
 
Attractions 
Arlington Court  B3 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk  
Butlins, Minehead  A9 
www.butlins.com  
Cleeve Abbey  B10 
www.english-heritage.org.uk  
Combe Martin Wildlife & Dinosaur Park  B3 
www.cmwdp.co.uk   
Dunster Castle, gardens and watermill  B9 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk 
Exmoor Zoo, Bratton Fleming  C4 
www.exmoorzoo.co.uk  
East Quay Gallery, Watchet  B10 
www.eastquaywatchet.co.uk  
Glen Lyn Gorge, Lynmouth  A5 
www.theglenlyngorge.co.uk   

Greencombe Gardens, Porlock  A7 
www.greencombe.org  
Ilfracombe Aquarium  A1 
www.ilfracombeaquarium.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lyn Model Railway, Lynmouth  A5 
Lynton Toy Museum  A5 
www.lyntontoymuseum.co.uk   
Lyn Valley Arts & Crafts Centre, Lynton  A5 
www.facebook.com/lynvalleyartandcraft  
Lynton and Lynmouth Cliff Railway  A5 
www.cliffrailwaylynton.co.uk  
Quince Honey Farm, South Molton  D4 
www.quincehoneyfarm.co.uk 
Torre Cider Farm, Washford  B10 
www.torrecider.farm  
Tropiquaria Zoo, Washford  B10 
www.tropiquaria.co.uk  
West Somerset Railway, Minehead  A9 
www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk  
Woody Bay Train Station  A4 
www.lynton-rail.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Activities and Experiences 
Alykat Seabird safaris, Minehead  A9 
www.alykatimages.com 
Brendon Manor riding  A5 
www.brendonmanor.com  
Burrowhayes Farm Stables, West Luccombe  B7 
www.burrowhayes.co.uk  
Channel Adventures, Minehead  A9 
www.channeladventure.co.uk  

We hope our publication provides lots of inspiration to get outdoors and enjoy 
the landscapes and nature of Exmoor. Below we list some of the main 
attractions and activities on offer across the area. Use the grid references to 
find places near to you using the grid squares on the map in the middle pages, 
then check the websites to find more precise location and directions. 

For detailed listings go to www.visit-exmoor.co.uk or visit one of our  
National Park Centres (see page 3) for expert advice and great ideas.

Woody Bay Station

Ilfracombe Aquarium

Dovery Manor Museum

Plenty to do...

Wimbleball Lake

Dean Riding Stables, Parracombe  B3 
www.deanridingstables.co.uk    
Dulverton Angling Association  D8 
www.dulvertonanglingassociation.org.uk  
Exmoor Adventures, Porlock Weir  A7 
www.exmooradventures.co.uk  
Exmoor Coast Boat Trips, Lynmouth  A5 
www.theglenlyngorge.co.uk  
Exmoor Distillery Tours, Brushford  E8 
www.exmoordistillery.co.uk  
Exmoor Photography Courses (Jack Clegg) 
www.exmoorphotography.co.uk 
Exmoor Photowalks 
exmoorphotowalks.com 
Exmoor Pony Centre, near Dulverton  D7 
www.moorlandmousietrust.org.uk  
Exmoor Riding Centre, near Lynton  A4 
www.exmoorcoastholidays.co.uk    
Exmoor Trike Tours 
www.exmoortriketours.co.uk  
Exmoor Walks  
www.mother-moon.co.uk  
Exmoor Wellbeing Safaris with Terry Bruce 
www.shiatsuyoga.co.uk 
Exmoor Wildlife Safaris 
www.exmoorwildlifesafaris.co.uk  
Horner Farm  B8 
www.horner-farm.co.uk  
Lynmouth Putting Green  A5 
www.holein1lynmouth.co.uk  
Lyn Electric Bike hire  A5 
www.lynelectricbikes.co.uk  
Minehead Eye Skatepark  A9 
www.mineheadeye.co.uk   
Moor Wild Experiences 
www.moorwildexperiences.co.uk  
Osprey Sea Fishing trips, Minehead  A9 
www.ospreycharter.co.uk 
OSKC, Combe Martin (kayak hire)  A2 
www.oskcwatersports.co.uk  
Pine Lodge Riding, Nr Dulverton  D7 
www.pinelodgeexmoor.co.uk  
Porlock Weir Charters  A7 
www.porlockweircharters.co.uk  
Red Stag Safaris 
www.redstagsafari.co.uk  
Riverside Project, Brompton Regis  D8 
 www.theriversideproject.org  
Surfside Kayak, Combe Martin  A2 
www.surfsidekayakhire.co.uk  
Teddie Boy Cruises, Minehead  A9 
www.teddieboycharters.co.uk  
Wellhayes Vineyard, near Bampton  E9 
www.wellhayesvineyard.co.uk  
West Ilkerton Farm Tours, Barbrook  A5 
www.westilkerton.co.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wimbleball Lake, near Brompton Regis  D8 
www.swlakestrust.org.uk  
Wild About Exmoor  C7 
www.wildaboutexmoor.com  

Inclusion in this list does not infer endorsement or 
recommendation by Exmoor National Park Authority.  
Any local providers wishing to be listed in future issues  
should email ruralenterprise@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 
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and planning applications, which might affect the 
building or site or its setting. Being on the Local 
Heritage List can also help to highlight historic 
importance to grant giving bodies.  

Local listing is very different to national listing and 
does not impose restrictions or responsibilities on 
owners. The main intention is to celebrate local 
culture and encourage good management. If a site 
is added to the Local Heritage List, it will be 
recognised as a culturally significant heritage 
asset. This will not give additional protection, but it 
will inform decisions by owners and public bodies.  

On Exmoor the development of the Local Heritage 
List is being coordinated by the National Park 
Authority working with the South West Heritage 
Trust. The sites need to meet a set of criteria. To 
nominate your important places for inclusion on 
the Local Heritage List go to the South West 
Heritage Trust website for more information 
swheritage.org.uk or contact Exmoor National Park 
at HER@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 

Thousands of years of history have shaped the 
settlements and landscapes we love. Perhaps a 
little hamlet, a bridge across a moorland stream, a 
favourite standing stone or deserted sheep fold in 
a secret combe, a war memorial or even distinctive 
old gate posts at the end of a lane. What is 
important to you? 

Across Exmoor there are thousands of buildings, 
structures, and archaeological sites of historical 
significance. Some of these gain national 
recognition through formal designation, such as 
Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient 
Monuments.  

However, there are many historically significant 
places which do not meet the criteria for national 
designation or haven’t been assessed. They are, 
nevertheless, important to the understanding and 
appreciation of the area’s heritage - across Exmoor 
these make a significant contribution to the 
historical, architectural, and social character of the 
national park. 

In 2020 Somerset and Exmoor were one of 22 
areas across England to receive government 
funding to launch a local heritage campaign. The 
campaign encourages communities to nominate 
locally important buildings and sites for inclusion 
on a Local Heritage List (LHL). 

Local Heritage Lists are one way in which local 
heritage - buildings, monuments, sites, places, 
areas, historic parks and gardens or other 
designed landscapes - can be formally identified 
and their significance considered in local plans 

In order to be added to the 
Local List, an asset should have 
at least one of these qualities: 
   l    Age - this gives an asset substantial 

value (but newer places will be 
considered too). 

   l    Rarity in a structure’s purpose, type, or 
features. It might be rare within a region, 
or a very local area. 

   l    Distinctive design - for instance 
construction using local materials, rare 
crafting techniques, or by a noteworthy 
architect. 

   l    Group value - multiple structures 
connected to each other by history or 
design, such as terraced houses or the 
parts of a factory complex. 

   l    Evidential value - material evidence of 
past human activity which shows how 
people and places have developed. This 
might be buried archaeology or above 
ground. A preserved garden layout, a 
gravestone, or an abandoned village 
would all qualify. 

   l    Historical association - for example with 
a famous person, a powerful memory, or 
a story from Exmoor’s past. 

   l    Social and communal value - places of 
treasured local identity, including where 
community interactions, acts of worship, 
and cultural events have taken place; or 
where strong group memories were 
made. They can be valuable without 
wide recognition. 

   l    Collective value - where an asset is part 
of a related collection of heritage assets 
that are dispersed widely such as 
signposts, pillboxes or milestone 
markers.

Have your say on 
Exmoor’s heritage
Historic Buildings Officer Thomas Thurlow fills us in on the ‘Local List Project’ 
and how you can tell us about the sites you think deserve recognition. 

What are your favourite buildings on Exmoor? 

If there is a building or place that you want to 
nominate for inclusion, then go to the South West 
Heritage Trust website for more information 
swheritage.org.uk or contact Exmoor National 
Park at HER@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

Jasmine Cottage, Allerford

Cottages on Turkey Island in Porlock Weir
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Doing Business  
on Exmoor 
If you are 
involved in a 
business on 
Exmoor check 
out our new 
interactive 
toolkits, 
designed to help 
you maximise the opportunity of doing business 
on Exmoor, full of practical ideas and inspiration 
that will help you and the area.  
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/rural-enterprise. 

#EatExmoor 
Exmoor’s landscapes 
provide some mouth-
watering treats so get 
the true taste of 
Exmoor and “eat the 
view” to support our 
farmers and producers 
by buying local. It’s 
good for the environment, our communities and for 
you. Details of local producers and retailers can be 
found in our directory, or look out for the Produced in 
Exmoor branding as you explore the National Park.

Community  
Enterprise 
As a remote and rural 
area. Exmoor’s 
communities are 
known for their 
resilience. There are 
some great community enterprises that are 
helping to build community wealth on Exmoor 
from community owned shops and cafes such as 
those at Roadwater and Parracombe to Good Vibe 
Veg - a community supported agricultural scheme 
growing organic vegetables

Inspiring Young Chefs 
In 2022 we held the 
inaugural Exmoor Young 
Chef competition. The 
finals were inspirational 
with 7 young chefs 
using local ingredients 
to produce showstopping meals. These were expertly 
judged by professional chefs and hospitality experts, 
and you can watch an inspiring video by searching for 
Exmoor Young Chef on YouTube. The idea behind the 
competition is to not only profile the great produce 
available from Exmoor’s landscapes but also to 
highlight the great opportunities that hospitality can 
provide as a career choice locally. The 2023 
competition for 12-16 year olds will take place in 
May. Phone 01398 323665 or search Exmoor Young 
Chef Competition for details and how to enter.

Find and use a local 
business 
We’ve launched a 
brand-new web 
directory profiling 
businesses based in 
and around the 
National Park. In one 
easy place you can 
discover different 
types of businesses, 
as well as National 
Park Partners, 
CareMoor Champions 
and Dark Sky Friendly 
businesses. Buying  
local on Exmoor will  
help support our rural 
communities. See 
directory.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 

National Park Partners 
We’ve re-launched our National Park Partner 
scheme recognising businesses that demonstrate 
a commitment to putting the National Park at the 
heart of all they do. All of these businesses are 
undertaking a range 
of actions to: 

 l  Support a living 
landscape 

 l  Connect people 
and place 

 l  Work towards a 
sustainable future 

 l  Communicate the 
message 

 l  Work together for 
Exmoor 

By using businesses that are Park Partners you will 
be supporting forward thinking business, 
committed to keeping Exmoor special - find them 
listed in our directory.

Join the conversation 
#WeAreExmoor 
Local businesses are 
celebrating their links 
to this special place 
using the hashtag 
#WeAreExmoor on 
social media channels. 
Join in the 
conversation and 
shout about the links of your business to this area 
or search the hashtag to learn more of the story of 
our inspiring businesses.

CareMoor Champions 
Keeping Exmoor special 
requires input from lots 
of people. Our 
CareMoor Champions 
are local businesses 
helping us to raise 
funds and supporting 
vital conservation and 
access work. You too 
can support this  
work by donating at  
www.exmoor-
nationalpark.gov.uk/caremoor

Last year a new vision for Exmoor’s rural economy was launched. It’s a 
vision to help support our rural economy to prosper in harmony with 
our precious environment. 

Our Rural Enterprise Manager Dan James comments: “Along with its 
stunning landscapes, wildlife and heritage, Exmoor is home to around 
10,000 people and in excess of 1,300 businesses. Our vision sets out a 
shared sense of where we’re going. It places the world-class environment 
of Exmoor at the heart of our economy, while at the same time 
recognising that businesses don’t want to be constrained by it.” 

Discover more at www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/rural-enterprise

Whether you are a resident or visitor the 
economy impacts us all and plays an integral 
role in shaping Exmoor. Below we look at some 
of the things being taken forward and 
opportunities for you to contribute positively to 
the community and environment of Exmoor.



The changing character 
of Exmoor through art

Lynmouth  
Rev. J. Swete  
1796 
Watercolour  
Courtesy: Devon Archives 
and Local Studies

Mars Hill,  
Lynmouth   
Alfred Robert  
Quinton 
c.1920 
Courtesy: Salmon’s

Lynmouth  
William Daniell RA 

1814 
Aquatint 

Private Collection

Exmoor has been a major source 
of inspiration for artists, but did 
you know art can also help our 
understanding of how our 
landscape has been changed 
over the centuries, through both 
natural and human intervention? 

Works of art like this are interesting to locals within 
the National Park and to visitors, because they allow 
a visual comparison with the present-day situation.   

Art works depicting iconic Exmoor landscapes were 
included in an important new study of 
topographical and landscape artists. It explores 
what can be learnt from observing natural and 
human-related changes, which have affected the 
landscape and character of Exmoor National Park 
over the last 250 years.  

Over the last decade the Public Catalogues 
Foundation (PCF), working with public art galleries, 
museums and other owners of artworks, arranged 
the photographing of all the nation’s 212,000 oil 
paintings. The Exmoor Society and Exmoor National 
Park Authority jointly commissioned a study delving 
into Exmoor’s most painted views from history. 
Professor Robin Innes applied a bespoke art ranking 
system to more than 2,600 artworks depicting the 
Exmoor landscape created since 1770, assessing 
which artists’ work can reliably tell us about the 
landscape as it was when it was painted. 

Technology now allows us to see and monitor 
changing conditions, but the added resource of 
historical imagery allows a much longer-term 
perspective on surrounding environmental change. 
Such insight can help inform day to day 
management and future planning of 
environmentally sensitive inland and coastal 
frontages, such as those found within Exmoor 
National Park.

As part of this study, Exmoor National Park 
was explored through the work of a number of 
key artists from 1770 to the present day and 
these are now available for research on the 
Art UK website. There are some beautiful and 
fascinating works depicting a landscape that 
has steadily changed over time, as shown in 
these views of Lynmouth.  

These images show the work of late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century 
topographical artists, authors and diarists, 
including Rev. J. Swete, William Daniell RA and 
postcard artist Alfred Robert Quinton’s (c.1900-
c.1934), whose watercolours were painted for 
reproduction as colour picture postcards.
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changing light and a sense of freedom and space 
that is increasingly rare.  In his words: ‘I don’t want 
to fish or hunt - give me a day out with eyes to see 
and ears to hear, and the music of the water over 
the stones… ‘ . His passion for the place, its 
changing light, its openness, made him describe it 
as ‘incomparable Exmoor’ - it was where he could 
be true to himself and follow his passion. 

During 2023 we will be showing an exhibition about 
the life and works of Sir Alfred Munnings. In 
particular we will focus on why he loved Exmoor so 
much, how he responded to the natural beauty of 
the landscape, how he inspired others and how his 
work and life can still inspire us today. This 
exhibition is a partnership between The Munnings 
Art Museum, Exmoor National Park and the 
Simonsbath & Exmoor Heritage Trust (for details 
check Exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk nearer the time). 

What do you see in Exmoor? 
National Parks were created for the nation and as 
such we are always really interested in how you 
think of Exmoor, how you see it and how it makes 
you feel - whether you have lived here all your life 
or whether you are new to it and visiting for the 
first time. Sometimes seeing Exmoor through the 
eyes of others can also be magical and open our 
own eyes to new ways of seeing and feeling. The 
story of Alfred Munnings and Exmoor has certainly 
made me see afresh. 

Sir Alfred Munnings was born at Mendham Mill in 
Suffolk in 1878, the son of a miller. Growing up in a 
mill he saw working horses every day and grew 
fascinated by them. He trained as a printer but 
studied art at evening classes. He later joined the 
colony of artists at Newlyn in Cornwall. All of this 
set him on a path to become the foremost 
twentieth century English painter of sporting 
pictures and the President of the Royal Academy. 
However, it was not until the 1920s that his 
connection with Exmoor began, because his wife, 
Violet, loved to come to Exmoor for the hunting; 
this association lasted until his death in 1959. 
During WWII the Munnings’ Essex home was 
requisitioned by the army and this had the 
fortunate consequence of bringing him to Exmoor 
for longer, where he was able to really indulge in 
painting. Munnings loved to paint outside close to 
the subject of his painting. On Exmoor this might 
require a 12-mile ride over empty moorland to find 
the perfect spot. 

On Exmoor he was free from having to paint paid 
commissions and could paint what inspired him. 
And what he chose to paint was the Exmoor 
landscape, the gently curving hills, the rushing 
streams (contrasting with the lazy mill streams of 
his childhood) and the ponies. He was also 
fascinated by the ever-changing light and was 
drawn to paint the same subjects over and over 
again to capture this quality at different times of 
the day and in different weather. 

What he saw in Exmoor was an essence, and it is 
one that we still hold dear today: a simple and 
unchanging quality to the landscape, constantly 

Credits: 
Artwork by Sir Alfred Munnings, © the estate of Sir 
Alfred Munnings, Dedham, Essex. We are grateful 
to the Munnings Museum for permission to 
reproduce these images. 

One of the most prominent of all the artists to depict Exmoor was  
Sir Alfred Munnings. Rob Wilson-North, our Head of Conservation & Access,  
reflects on the history of Munnings as part of a forthcoming exhibition.
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Below:  
The River Barle 

near Brightworthy 
(upstream from 

Withypool village) 

Above:  
A flock of  
sheep resting 
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Your say on planning matters

Against this backdrop of change, the National Park 
Authority works with our partners, land managers, 
visitors, local businesses and communities, and the 
public to consider the issues facing Exmoor, and 
agree how best to respond.  This is set out in the 
Exmoor National Park Partnership Plan which guides 
and shapes the work of the Authority and partners.   

We are currently undertaking a review of the 
Partnership Plan to identify the key issues and 
opportunities that need to be addressed, and the 
focus for partnership action over the next five 
years. During 2023 this will include gathering 
evidence on the state of Exmoor’s special qualities, 
and canvassing views through a public opinion 
survey and workshops with delivery partners. 
There will also be a public consultation on the 
draft Plan before it is formally adopted by the 
National Park Authority in Spring 2024. 

Exmoor National Park is a unique and very special 
place; a distinctive landscape shaped by 
generations of people, who have farmed, lived in 
and enjoyed this wonderful environment. Today it 
is celebrated and enjoyed for its amazing variety of 
heather and grass moors, its ancient woodlands 
and forests, picturesque villages, dramatic 
coastlines, magnificent herds of Red deer, native 
ponies, and at night the magic of its dark skies. We 
are rightly proud of our landscape, our heritage 
and our wildlife.  

However, Exmoor, along with all special landscapes, 
is facing a number of significant challenges, both 
global and local, such as the effects of climate 
change, threats to nature, the uncertainty over 
national policy and funding, the future of farming, 
and the lack of affordable housing for local people 
to name just a few.  

If you are interested in being involved, including 
completing our public opinion survey, or want to 
know more, then please visit our website 
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk where we will 
provide information and updates on the Partnership 
Plan review.  

If you want to know more about the current Plan, 
then you can find it on our website  
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/about-us/ 
key-documents or request a copy via our 
switchboard on 01398 323665, or email: 
info@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk 

Please get involved to help shape our next 
Partnership Plan and help us to achieve a 
healthy, resilient, more biodiverse and beautiful 
environment; more people enjoying, visiting and 
being inspired by Exmoor; and thriving 
communities and successful businesses. 

National Park authorities, although not housing 
authorities, have a role to play in the delivery of 
new housing through the planning policies they 
adopt. These ensure any new housing 
construction meets local needs, prioritising 
affordable housing for local communities while 
also conserving the National Park.  

Planning policies apply to a range of development 
as well as housing. The Local Plan adopted in 2017 
reflected the need to address issues like 
sustainability and climate, as well as to provide for 
affordable and accessible homes and flexibility on 
housing for farm businesses. Further guidance on 
housing for farm and forestry workers or to meet 
the needs of the younger generation taking on 
farm business has also been produced. 

Every five years Exmoor National Park Authority, 
like all Local Planning Authorities, is required to 
carry out a review of its Local Plan to assess 
whether it needs updating. The Exmoor National 
Park Local Plan was adopted in July 2017 and, with 
your help, a 5 year review on this was completed in 
July 2022.  

Thank you to everyone who took part - your input 

formed an important part of the evidence we 
gathered and commissioned to inform the review. 
A key part of this was the contribution of 
organisations, parish and town councils and 
individuals interested in Local Plan matters.   

You shared your views in a virtual workshop and 
online questionnaire and input from the people 
and organisations who attended the workshop 
and/or completed the questionnaire was 
invaluable; we are very grateful to all those who 
gave their time and expertise. 

After all the evidence and responses were 
carefully considered, the National Park Authority 
concluded that a review of the Local Plan was not 
currently needed as the Local Plan policies remain 
effective. However, more work including guidance 
is needed to help implement the Local Plan for 
example to support affordable housing delivery, 
biodiversity net gain and work related to climate 
change. This work is now underway. More 
information on the evidence and process of the 5 
year review can be found on the Authority website: 
www.exmoor-
nationalpark.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/l
ocal-plan/local-plan-review

We want your thoughts

Above: Rural worker dwelling, Exton 
Below: Local need affordable self  -build dwelling, Exton 
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Eat/Drink/ 
Shop/Creative
Exmoor has an amazing range of local producers across the National Park. You 
can find a variety of food and drink products such as small batch handcrafted 
gins, handmade marshmallows using fruits grown on Exmoor  and preserves 
such as the famous Whortleberry jam found as part of an Exmoor cream tea! 

Exmoor also offers lots of fabulous independent retailers, many selling locally 
sourced products. Our village and community shops are well stocked with all 
the essentials for your self-catering stay with lots of local produce for you to 
enjoy. Keep a look out for the ‘Produced in Exmoor’ branding and remember 
to buy local on Exmoor. 

GET EXMOOR  
DELIVERED

Exmoor National Park’s online shop 
brings Exmoor to your home.  

Souvenirs, maps, guides, books and more 
are available for home delivery.

Order  Today!

shop.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/
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Lynton & 
Lynmouth
The twin towns of Lynmouth, at 
sea level, and Lynton, 
considerably higher, are linked 
by a unique Victorian water-
powered cliff railway, a steep 
and scenic journey lasting just a 
few breath-taking minutes. 

There is no doubt why the 
Victorians named the area ‘Little 
Switzerland’ - the alpine-like 
topography is stunning. 

Rolling moorland tumbles down 
into wooded valleys alongside 
the fast flowing East and West 
Lyn Rivers which rush out to sea, whilst on either side some of England’s 
highest sea cliffs provide a dramatic backdrop. 

North Devon’s most northerly towns offer the perfect base for keen 
walkers who can pretty much choose a different circular walk every day 
of their holiday, however long they stay. 

The Lynmouth Pavilion houses a National Park Centre with state of the art 
and traditional displays and there are a growing number of delightful 
cafes in which to relax after a strenuous day and plenty of small 
independent shops and galleries to browse away a few hours. 

Boat trips leave from the harbour in the summer months and intrepid 
surfers can even be seen attempting the challenging waves that break.

Dunster
The charming medieval village 
of Dunster is not to be missed. 
Once an important centre for 
the wool trade, the village 
boasts over 200 listed buildings 
all remarkably preserved and 
offering a fascinating glimpse of 
time gone by. 

Set on a wooded hill, Dunster 
Castle rises commandingly 
above the village. Now owned 
by the National Trust, a castle 
has existed here since at least 
Norman times, with an 
impressive medieval gatehouse 
and ruined tower giving a 
reminder of its turbulent history. 

Other fascinating buildings to 
visit include St George’s Church, 
the Yarn Market, the Dovecote, 
Butter Cross, Pack Horse 
Bridge, the working Water Mill 
and Conygar Tower. 

The village has lots of eclectic shops, restaurants and cafés and its 
cobbled streets are busy throughout the summer and also at Christmas 
time when gift buying is a pleasure. 

It is thought Dunster was the birthplace of the popular hymn ‘All Things 
Bright & Beautiful’, written by Mrs Cecil Alexander when she came to 
stay. You can see why she might have been so inspired.
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Minehead 
Often called the gateway to Exmoor, Minehead is the perfect family 
holiday destination.  

The long sandy beach is ideal for a day making sandcastles and 
splashing in the sea or you can buy an ice-cream and stroll along the 
prom to explore the quaint harbour.  

For energetic youngsters, check out the Minehead Eye - skate, climb, 
music and more. For tips on what to see and do, there’s an information 
centre in The Beach Hotel. Then why not hop aboard a steam train - the 
historic West Somerset Steam Railway begins in Minehead and travels 
20 miles through the beautiful Somerset countryside stopping at ten 
country stations along the way.  

If you are feeling 
energetic, hike up 
North Hill for 
breathtaking views 
over the harbour, out 
towards the Welsh 
coast and across 
Exmoor National Park. 
Or lace up your 
walking boots and 
have a go at the first 

part of probably the UK’s most scenic long-distance walking trail - the 
South West Coast Path starts (or finishes) in Minehead.  

Head up the tree-lined Avenue and here you’ll find shops, cafes, pubs 
and restaurants which offer ample opportunities for eating and drinking. 
Or pack a picnic and relax in beautiful Blenheim Gardens where you can 
appreciate the colourful floral displays and listen to the many summer 
musical events held in the park.

Surrounded on three 
sides by the glorious 
heather-clad hills of 
Exmoor National Park 
and on the fourth by 
the sea, the charming 
village of Porlock has 
long been a firm 
favourite with visitors 
to the area. Porlock 
Vale has strong 
literary links and it is 
easy to see why the 
Romantic poets 
Coleridge, Shelley 
and Wordsworth were 
drawn to the area.  

A visit to Dulverton comes as a lovely 
surprise, tucked away as it is in a deep 
wooded valley at the southern edge of 
Exmoor. 

This attractive town has many interesting 
buildings, quirky independent shops and 
lovely cafes, restaurants and pubs. 

The Guildhall Heritage and Arts Centre 
where visitors can learn all about 
Dulverton’s history is well worth a visit, as 
is the Exmoor Resource Centre in the 
High Street which is headquarters of the 
Exmoor Society.There you will find one of 
the best collections of books about 
Exmoor and documents relating to the history of the National Park over 
more than 60 years.The centre is usually open to the public Mondays to 
Fridays 10am to 4pm but if you plan to make a visit it is advisable to 
phone beforehand (01398 323335). 

The town is also a hub of outdoor activity, truly making the most of its 
beautiful location. Well-marked walks spiral out of the town in every 
direction, a highlight being the walk through Burridge Woods along the 
river. There are also plenty of challenging routes for cyclists and 
bridleways for horse riders.  

A visit to the nearby Tarr Steps, the longest clapper bridge in the country, 
is a must for most visitors to the area. A report commissioned by Exmoor 
National Park Authority suggests that the bridge was originally built in 
the 15th or 16th century to provide a dry crossing for people wishing to 
get to the corn grist mill which once existed across the river - or another 
version is that it was built by the devil for sunbathing purposes!

Dulverton

To the west of the village is the pretty harbour of Porlock Weir with its 
boats, shops and cafes - an ideal place for an afternoon stroll. And to the 
east lies the unique Porlock Marsh which is a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest and perfect for walkers and birdwatchers. A boardwalk across 
part of the marsh provides easier access to this fascinating site. 

Enjoying something of a micro-climate, Porlock’s temperate weather 
makes an ideal base to explore Exmoor and walkers, cyclists and riders 
can take any number of paths from the village up on to the moors. 

Picturesque yet practical, the village has some lovely shops, cafes and 
restaurants. There are also art galleries, a visitor centre and a museum as 
well as a thriving community with events happening throughout the year.

Porlock
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Places to Stay
Escape to a rural retreat and camp under the stars or indulge in a luxury hotel 
with panoramic views of the coast or moors. Live like a local in self-catered 
accommodation or enjoy the ease of a welcoming B&B. Exmoor has 
something to suit all tastes and budgets. Look out for options welcoming four 
legged friends, offering accessible accommodation or award-winning 
establishments recognised for the quality of their offer.  

Further opportunities can be found on the Visit Exmoor website at  
www.visit-exmoor.co.uk. Booking direct supports our rural economy and 
often provides the best value. 
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Set amidst high moorland, besides the meandering river Exe in 
the picturesque village of Exford - 16th Century coaching Inn 
with a proud tradition of welcoming travellers by wheel, by hoof 
or by foot. 

Your Moorland Stay - 28 individually styled rooms designed 
with your comfort in mind modern luxury combine with country 
charm. Spectacular riverside and moorland walks from your 
doorstep, stabling next door - an ideal base for stays with family 
and friends 

A Flavour of the Moor - Whether a hearty meal in the relaxed 
atmosphere of a traditional Alehouse, a delicious homemade 
cream tea served by the river or indulge in our celebrated 
Exmoor Sunday Carvery. 

Exmoor Dining - Seasonal, local, fresh & distinctive are key 
elements of our restaurant menu rich in organic produce from 
surrounding farms and served in our elegant dining room.
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