
PUBS AND RESTAURANTS OPERATING HOT FOOD TAKEAWAY -  
Temporary permitted development rights 
Planning rules have been relaxed so pubs and restaurants can operate as hot food takeaways during 
the coronavirus outbreak. Typically planning permission is required for businesses to carry out a 
change of use to a hot food takeaway. The government has confirmed however that regulations 
would be relaxed to enable businesses to deliver this service without a planning application. This 
took place from 23 March 2020. The measures apply to hot food and drinks. Serving of alcoholic 
drinks will continue to be subject to existing licensing laws. The government introduced a time 
limited permitted development right through secondary legislation to allow the temporary change 
of use of a pub and a restaurant/café to a hot food take away for an initial period of up to 12 months. 
That period has been extended and is currently due to expire on 23 March 2022. Businesses will be 
required to tell the local planning authority when the new use begins and ends and, in any case, the 
hot food take away should cease by no later than 23 March 2022. 

If wish to discuss the temporary permitted development rights further you can contact the  
National Park Authority’s planning team who would be happy to provide advice ‒  
plan@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk or 01398 323665. 

 
MOBILE CATERING 
The causal or temporary parking of a mobile hot food vehicle on a transient basis may not be 
deemed a material change of use and would not therefore always require planning permission. 
Consent of the landowner would be required and there may be requirement for licence from the 
local council. Operators of mobile catering vehicle will need to ensure the necessary other 
permissions that may be required have been secured. 

The local council is responsible for licensing where that is required. In the National Park this would 
be either North Devon Council or Somerset West and Taunton Council.  

North Devon Council: 
https://www.northdevon.gov.uk/business/licences-and-permits/ 

Somerset West and Taunton Council: 
https://www.somersetwestandtaunton.gov.uk/licensing/ 

Permitted development rights 
A “general planning permission” is granted for temporary uses of land under the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 ‒ Class B of Part 4 to Schedule 2 of the Order. 
The permitted period of 28 days has now been extended to a maximum of 56 days for this year 
ending 31 December 2021. 

Catering Outlets During Coronavirus Outbreak 
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The permitted development right is for “the use of land for any purpose for not more than 28 days 
[56 days for 2021] in total in any calendar year… and the provision on the land of any moveable 
structure for the purposes for the permitted use.” The permitted 28 days (56 days) period refers to 
any temporary use of land on a cumulative basis and not a separate 28/56 days period for each use 
on the planning unit. 

The permitted development rights apply to ‘open’ land ‒ and not to a building or land within the 
curtilage of a building.  

Planning permission is likely to be required for engineering and building works, such as any ground 
preparations and some services, but the permitted development rights would allow temporary 
moveable structures to be placed on land in connection with mobile catering activity. Once the use 
has ceased, any temporary structures should be removed and the land returned to its original use, 
even during periods between the catering use taking place. 

Permitted development rights would not override existing planning conditions that may apply to 
land and there are some cases where specific limitations apply to land that mean that the normal 
permitted development rights may not apply. If wish to discuss the temporary permitted 
development rights further you can contact the National Park Authority’s planning team who would 
be happy to provide advice ‒ plan@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk or 01398 323665. Landowner 
permission would be required. 

MOBILE CATERING - Planning permission 
Mobile trading occurs in several locations throughout the National Park, either under general 
planning permission granted by the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
Order 2015 or as an established historic activity. 

Where planning permission is required, because the activity would be greater than permitted under 
the General Permitted Development Order or permitted development rights are not available, the 
National Park Authority will generally resist this activity on Exmoor, due to its visual intrusion, litter 
and impact on tranquillity. These are therefore important matters to considered with such 
development, including when operating mobile catering services as “permitted development”. 


