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Accessing the 
Exmoor National Park 
Historic Environment Record:

What is the
Exmoor National Park 
Historic Environment Record?

Although the database contains thousands of
items, we know that there’s much more to find.
If you have any information that you’d like to
contribute to the HER then we would love to
hear from you. We are also happy to deal with
enquiries and we welcome visits to our offices
by appointment.
For more detailed information, or to book an
appointment to visit our offices, please contact us:
Historic Environment Record 
Exmoor National Park Authority
Exmoor House, Dulverton, 
Somerset, TA22 9HL
Tel: 01398 322273
email: HER@exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk

The Exmoor Historic Environment Record (HER)
provides information on all the known
archaeology and historic buildings found within
the National Park, from the earliest recorded
human history to recent times. Earthworks,
ruins, buildings, landscapes, industrial remains,
military sites, historic boundaries and routeways
and sites of finds are all included. AA Box, Porlock Hill

The HER is now available online and can be
accessed through the ‘Exmoor’s Past’
section of our website at:
www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/history 



2. Simonsbath - situated in what was the heart of Exmoor’s
Royal Forest, this village was home to the Knight family and is a
great starting point for those wishing to explore this part of the
National Park. Simonsbath also has a working 19th Century
water powered sawmill.
3. Larkbarrow Farm - this 19th Century farmstead, built as a
model farm by the Knight family, was used for target practice in
the Second World War. Its remains stand next to a Mesolithic
flint knapping site within a wider area rich in prehistoric remains.
4. Holnicote Estate - villages such as Allerford, Luccombe,
Selworthy and Bossington formed part of the Acland family
estate for Exmoor and have many surviving medieval buildings.

5. Dunkery - the highest point on Exmoor provides stunning
views and a wealth of archaeological remains, including
prehistoric settlements and burial cairns and barrows.
6. Dunster - a medieval market town dominated by its castle
and priory. The settlement includes many interesting buildings
such as the Yarn Market, mill, dovecote and pottery kiln.

7. West Somerset Mineral Railway - the railway was built
from 1856 and carried iron ore from the Brendon Hill

mines to Watchet. A cable operated incline
carried goods for 1km down a hill with a

gradient of 1 in 4. Associated remains in the
area include the engine houses at Burrow
Farm and Langham Hill Pit  and the
ventilation flue at the nearby Bearland Wood
Ironstone Mine. 

8. Winsford Hill - an area of medieval or post-
medieval field systems, Winsford Hill is

scattered with Bronze Age barrows and is also
home to the Caratacus Stone, which has an

inscription believed to date to the 6th Century. 
9. Dulverton - a charming town with a

historic bridge and 19th Century market
building. The Victorian workhouse is now
home to the National Park Authority.
10. Tarr Steps - set in the wooded Barle
valley, this clapper bridge has elusive

origins but probably dates from the
medieval period.

11. Five Barrows - a group of nine Bronze Age
barrows , set within a larger prehistoric landscape.

The elusive White Ladder stone row, thought once to form an
avenue a quarter of a mile in length, is nearby.
12. Challacombe Common - a rich prehistoric landscape
featuring sites such as the Chapman Barrows and the Long
Stone, together with the deserted medieval farmstead of
Radworthy and its abandoned field system.

1. Lynton and Lynmouth - Lynton is home to the Valley of
Rocks, the dramatic setting of a Bronze Age settlement. The
historic port of Lynmouth still retains hints of its working past,
such as its beachside limekilns. The two are joined on the
seafront by a cliff railway and both have been developed by
tourism, giving rise to a range of interesting hotels. 

Exploring Exmoor
Use the Historic Environment Record to
investigate these popular sites in the
National Park further.
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