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ITEM 3 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AUTHORITY 

FINAL ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Final Accounts Committee of the Exmoor National Park 
Authority held on Monday 31 July 2017 at 10.00am in the Committee Room, Exmoor House, 
Dulverton. 

PRESENT 
Mr R Milton (Chairman) 

Miss A V Davis 
Mr M Ellicott 
Mr N Holliday 
Mr J Patrinos 
Mr V White 

  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Apologies for absence were received from Mrs E 
Stacey. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:   There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. MINUTES: The Minutes of the meeting of the Final Accounts Committee held on 27 

September 2016 were approved as a correct record.  There were no matters arising. 
 
4.  PUBLIC QUESTION TIME:  There were no speakers at public question time. 

 
5. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR 2016/17 

 The Committee considered the report of the Chief Finance Officer. 

Mr Andrew Shaw, Audit Manager of Grant Thornton, presented the Audit Findings 
Report to the Committee which summarised the 2016/17 audit of the Authority’s 
financial statements and its arrangements to secure value for money in its use of 
resources. 

The audit of the Authority’s financial statements had found that the draft financial 
statements and supporting working papers were prepared to a good standard.  The 
audit identified no adjustments or unadjusted mis-statements affecting the Authority’s 
reported financial position as at 31 March 2017.  There were no control weaknesses 
identified during the course of the audit and no change in terms of the risk identified.  It 
was therefore proposed to issue an unqualified opinion in relation to the Authority’s 
financial statements.   

Mr Shaw advised that there was one minor presentational change to move the new 
expenditure and funding analysis statement to the notes of the accounts. 

In response to a query regarding the variance in discount factors in relation to the 
actuarial assessments for the pension fund estimate, Mr Shaw advised this was mainly 
due to the increasing adoption of a new technique to calculate the discount factor, but 
that additional work was carried out to ensure that the pension liability estimate was 
reasonable.   
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Based on the work performed during the audit, it was confirmed that the Authority had 
proper arrangements in all significant respects to ensure it delivered value for money in 
its use of resources. 

 

RESOLVED:  

1. To receive the Audit Findings Report of the External Auditor as set out in Annex 1 
and to confirm that the clarifications and disclosures contained within the report have 
been carried out on the grounds that they are not material. 

2. To authorise the Chief Executive to issue the letter of representation as set out in 
Annex 2 to the report. 

3. To adopt the Statement of Accounts for 2016/17 as set out in Annex 3 to the report. 

 

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS OF URGENCY:  There was none. 

 

The meeting closed at 10.16am. 

 

 

 

(Chairman) 

 


