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1. THIS AGREEMENT is made the   day of
BETWEEN Exmoor National Park Authority of Exmoor House, Dulverton, 
Somerset, TA22 9HL (hereinafter called “the Owner”) and ............

2. The User has requested permission from the Owner to use the land known 
as Exmoor Forest, Hawkcombe, Cosgate and Bye Common situated within 
the User’s country and shown edged in red on the Plan attached at Annex A 
to carry out the recreational activities for their own purposes (hereinafter 
referred to as “relevant activities”), such relevant activities being more 
particularly described in Schedule 1 to this Agreement.

3. By signing this Agreement the User acknowledges that the User shall not 
have exclusive use and occupation of the land nor any title to the land or any 
rights over the land over and above the rights granted under the terms of this 
Agreement.

4. The User acknowledges that this Agreement is granted for the benefit of the 
User for the sole purpose of carrying out the relevant activities on the land 
authorised by the terms of this Agreement.

5. Access to the land is by existing means only which may be restricted by the 
Owner or Occupiers of the land during the period of this licence.  With the 
exception of one trail bike to lay trails and two quad bikes to assist in the safe 
and responsible running of the event on the day no vehicles are permitted to 
access the land without the consent of the Owner.  No more than two bikes 
shall be used at any one time. This Agreement shall not entitle the User to 
access any land which is not shown edged in red.   The User shall notify the 
Occupiers in advance of entry onto their particular areas of land.

6. Responsible Behaviour

The User will: 

- Use a non-animal based wholly artificial scent laid in a continuous or
intermittent trail across the Owner’s land.

- Provide the Owner with a hunt card every month, at least one month in
advance. The card will give the dates and locations when/where the
User expects or anticipates that it will enter the Owner’s land in pursuit
of the relevant activities. The Owner will then publish these dates and
locations on its website. If it is genuinely not possible to provide this
information one month in advance then the Use will provide it with a
minimum of one week’s notice.

- Firmly secure any access gates or other entry grilles when leaving the
land.

- Not cause damage to vegetation
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- Use the land only for the purpose of the purposes granted under the
Agreement and any other use shall be deemed to be a trespass or a
contravention of the Hunting Act 2004.

- Enter and use the land as agreed entirely at his own risk and the
Owner and any Occupiers shall not have any liability whatsoever as a
result of the granting of this Agreement (other than for any negligent or
malicious acts of the Owner/Occupier). The User shall acknowledge
that there are known hazards and significant risks in entering on the
land which are so far as known are set out in Schedule 2 to this
Agreement but the hazards set out must not be regarded as being a
complete list and other issues can arise dependent on circumstances
and conditions. The User shall note that for reasons of safety access to
mine shafts and adits are specifically excluded from the terms of this
Agreement.

- Maintain membership of the Masters of Foxhounds Association
(MFHA) for the period of the licence.

- Carry out all relevant activities in a responsible manner and in
accordance with the Rules, Codes of Conduct and Instructions
produced by the MFHA applicable to the relevant activities as amended
from time to time.

- Ensure at all times that the relevant activities which are permitted are
under the supervision of experienced and responsible persons with full
regard to the need for the User to ensure that persons entering are
aware they enter at their own risk and will be required to take all proper
precautions for their Health and Safety including adequate clothing and
equipment.

- Ensure the land is kept tidy at all times and that all property and
equipment of the User is removed from the land including all litter and
waste on each and every occasion when access is made.

- Ensure that any damage caused by the relevant activities shall be put
right to the absolute satisfaction of the Owner and / or Occupier.

- Report any accidents or incidents which have taken place on the
Owner’s land (including the accidental killing of foxes) to the Owner
using the form appended to this licence.

The User will not: 

- at any time seek to restrict the Owner or Occupier’s use of the land for
any reasonable purpose.

- seek to cause nuisance or annoyance to the Owner, Occupier, grazing
licensees, sporting Owners or licensees or neighbours nor to any
person or persons having permissive or otherwise legitimate use of the
land including statutory access along public rights of way or under the
provisions of Part I of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.

- erect any building or structure on the land without the consent of the
Owner.
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- under any circumstances interfere with any wildlife on the land
including nesting or feeding birds, bats and amphibians and damage or
pick or uproot any plant or part of any plant (other than fruit for personal
consumption from plants growing wild).

- use the land for the holding of any national or regional event involving
spectator support without the consent of the Owner.

- assign this Agreement in whole or in part or grant any other rights
under this Agreement to any third party.

- exercise the permission under unsuitable conditions.

7. Health and Safety and Insurance

The User will: 

- be responsible for carrying out a risk assessment for the relevant
activities and be responsible for implementing the measures necessary
to manage and limit any identified risks to acceptable levels.

- indemnify the Owner/Occupier against all claims for injury, death,
damage to any person or property arising out of the User’s entry on to
the land and all relevant activities carried out by the User whatsoever.

- insure against such liability with a reputable Insurance Company to an
amount of at least £5 million for each and every claim.

- shall produce to the Owner/Occupier as a condition of this Agreement
evidence of such insurance policy if requested.

8. Other Statutory Requirements

The User will: 

- be responsible for making application for and complying with all
necessary consents (if any) required under planning regulations or any
other statutory or local government regulation or byelaw.

- apply for, obtain and comply with any Agreements required as a result
of their relevant activities such as, but not limited to, entertainment
licence(s), drinks licence(s), rod licence(s), adventure activities licence,
permission of local highway authority for events making use of public
rights of way.

9. Owner/Occupier’s Obligations

The Owner/Occupier agrees that:

- the User shall be entitled to have proper access to the land (subject to
any arrangements or provisions specified in this Agreement) for the
purposes and on the terms permitted by this Agreement.

- the User will be advised of any changes that are necessary to the
Agreement as a result of any activity or restriction upon the land when
access to the land might need to be restricted or suspended.  The
Owner, Occupier or Natural England reserve the right to enforce this
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clause or introduce additional restrictions if they consider the land or 
features on it are being damaged by the relevant activity. 

- Given the designated status of the site as a Site of Special Scientific
Interest/Special Area of Conservation/ National Nature Reserve the
Owner will be responsible for obtaining consent for this Agreement
from Natural England in accordance with S28E of the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)/Conservation (Natural Habitats
etc.) Regulations 1994 as amended.

10. Suspension

It is mutually agreed by the Owner and the User that this Licence may be 
suspended: 

- immediately by the Owner upon written notice where it requests
information from the User regarding compliance with the terms of this
Licence.

- the suspension shall last until the information is provided to the
satisfaction of the Owner.

- where the Licence is suspended the Activity cannot take place until
formal notification in writing is provided by the Owner that the
suspension is over.

- at any time by the Owner in the event of an emergency, extreme
weather or site conditions which will render the exercise of the license
dangerous or inappropriate, or in an emergency to include a disease
risk, depleted fish stocks or national security.

- in conditions of force majeure.

11. Provisions for Limits to Use and Promotion of Use

Limits for a Long Term Agreements  
The Agreement shall commence on the 1 August 2021 (subject to Natural 
England Assent) and shall terminate on 31 March 2022. 

Limits to Numbers 
The User will limit numbers of mounted participants to 50. 

Limits to Participants Covered by the Agreement 
The Agreement applies only to participants in, and spectators of, the event for 
the period of this Agreement. 

12. Provisions for Monitoring and Review

The Owner shall be entitled to monitor the effects of the relevant activities 
pursued under this Agreement upon the site and its flora and fauna and if 
unacceptable damage results or there is a risk of the site becoming in an 
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unfavourable condition for nature conservation the Owner shall be entitled to 
modify, suspend or terminate the Agreement. 
 
13. Provisions for Local Consultations 
 
In the case of relevant activities which could affect the local community the 
User shall: 

- liaise with the Owner to determine and agree the extent of consultation 
which may be necessary both with the local community and any 
statutory agencies or authorities or other persons or organisations 
which might be affected.  

- be responsible for carrying out the liaison which is deemed appropriate 
and meeting such reasonable or appropriate requirements as may 
arise in consultation with the Owner. 

- be responsible for dealing with complaints that might arise as a result 
of the relevant activity. 

- be responsible for agreeing the quantum and meeting the cost of any 
compensation for which the User is liable as a result of participation in 
the relevant activity. 

14. Provisions for Dealing with Breaches or Disputes 
 
If there shall be any breach or non observance of any of the obligations on the 
part of the User the Owner may (without prejudice to any other remedy or 
sanction): 

- in the case of any breach or non-observance which is capable of 
remedy the Owner shall serve notice in writing, within 10 working days 
from when the Owner becomes aware of the suspected breach, a 
notice requiring the breach or non-observance to be remedied; 

- in the case of any breach or non-observance that cannot be remedied, 
or a remediable breach about which notice has been properly served 
and the User has failed to remedy the same within a reasonable time 
(not being less than one month), may give the User notice terminating 
this Agreement forthwith.  

If any disputes or differences arise out of (or in connection with) this 
Agreement, either party may ask The Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution, 
70 Fleet Street, London EC4 1EU to resolve the dispute amicably by means 
of independent mediation and costs of mediation shall be shared equally 
between the parties.   

15. Sub-Clauses Specific to Designated Sites of Nature Conservation 
and Cultural Heritage Interest 

 
Nature Conservation 

The User is hereby made aware that the land edged in red in the Plan is an 
area of importance for nature conservation and is designated as SSSI/ SAC 
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and Hawkcombe is a National Nature Reserve.  The areas shown hatched 
red, blue, yellow and pink are particularly sensitive and the following 
conditions are imposed:- 

Red hatched areas – stay on existing tracks as far as possible  

Blue hatched areas – avoid as far as possible 

Yellow hatched areas – avoid as far as possible during bird nesting periods 
i.e. March and April for purpose of this licence

Pink hatched areas – avoid during March, April and August 

Consent for this Agreement has been obtained from Natural England by the 
Owner and a copy of this consent is attached as Schedule 3.  The User is 
hereby made aware of, and agrees to comply with, the measures required by 
Natural England to conserve the interest of the sites.  

Cultural Heritage 

The User is hereby made aware that the land edged in red on the Plan 
contains artefacts or features of importance for cultural heritage interest, 
many of which are designated as Scheduled Ancient Monuments and are 
shown in pale blue colouring on the plan attached and the User shall ensure 
there is no damage caused to these sites at any time.  Particular attention is 
drawn to the presence of barrows which can offer good vantage points to 
horse riders but cause erosion and damage.  Use of these sites by horses 
should be discouraged.  

16. Interpretation

With regard to interpretation:

- obligations by any party which comprises more than one person will be
deemed to be joint and several.

- words importing persons will include firms and companies and vice
versa and where expressed in the singular will include the plural and
vice versa.

- words of masculine gender will include the feminine and neuter
genders.

- references to statutes, byelaws, regulations, orders and delegated
legislation include (where the context requires) any statute, byelaws,
regulations, orders or delegated legislation modifying, re-enacting,
extending or making pursuant to them.

- an obligation not to do anything includes an obligation to prevent others
from doing it.

It is hereby acknowledged that the Signatories to the Agreement are fully 
empowered to sign the Agreement for and on behalf of the Owner/Occupier 
and the User respectively. 
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17. Fee

The User agrees to pay a licence fee of £50 for the period 

18. Signatories to the Agreement

SIGNED by ……………………………………….. 

(on behalf of Exmoor National Park Authority) 

SIGNED by ……………………………………….. 

Schedule 1 

The Relevant Activity or Activities covered by this Agreement are: 
Hound exercise and trail hunting 

Schedule 2 

List of hazards known to exist at the site about which participants benefiting 
from the Agreement shall be made aware of. 

Examples (not an exhaustive list) are: 

- The land is in a remote and exposed area when weather conditions
can be severe and can deteriorate quickly at any time. Ice and snow
are particular problems during winter and summer thunderstorms are
an added risk.

- There are considerable areas of low lying marshy ground which can
form a dangerous environment.

- The rivers and streams are fast flowing in parts, with eddies and
undercurrents, particularly after periods of heavy rain.

- There are areas of woodland and tree cover on the land which could
fall or shed branches without warning at any time but particularly during
wet windy or wintry conditions and should be avoided during times of
inclement weather.

- Rocks and stones can be slippery particularly in wet or icy conditions.

- There are a number of abandoned mineral workings (mines and
quarries) on the land and whilst every effort has been made to erect
fencing around these workings or otherwise make safe, there is no

btott
Cross-Out
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guarantee that there are no other unguarded workings in areas which 
are generally inaccessible or in deep vegetation of which the 
Owner/Occupier is unaware. 

- The moorland/heathland/bog contains a number of grips and ditches
which can be obscured by vegetation and can be difficult to exit.

- Any metal objects should not be touched picked up or disturbed in any
way.

Schedule 3 

Natural England Assent – 




