Exmoor National Park Management Plan 2025-2030
Glossary of terms 
30by30: The UK has committed to protect 30% of land and sea for nature by 2030 (30by30)[footnoteRef:1], to support the global 30by30 target agreed at the UN Biodiversity Summit (COP15) in 2022. The Government’s commitment to this international target is enshrined within the 2023 Environmental Improvement Plan (which is under review)  [1:  30by30 on land in England: confirmed criteria and next steps - GOV.UK] 

Habitats Regulations Assessment: The Partnership Plan is subject to The Habitats Regulations[footnoteRef:2] which transpose the requirements of the European Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC)[footnoteRef:3] that aims to protect habitats and species of European nature conservation importance.  The HRA process is intended to assess whether the impacts of a plan, when considered individually or in combination with the effects of other plans and projects against the conservation objectives of a European Site (and Ramsar site), would adversely affect the integrity of the objectives for that site - either alone or in combination with other plans and projects. [2:  https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2017/1012/contents/made The Conservation of Habitats & Species Regulations 2017 ]  [3:  (92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild Flora and Fauna [the Habitats Directive] ] 

National Nature Reserves:[footnoteRef:4] These were established to protect important habitats, species and geology, and to provide ‘outdoor laboratories’ for research. [4:  National Nature Reserves in England - GOV.UK] 

Nature based solutions: Nature-based solutions are actions to protect, sustainably manage, or restore natural ecosystems, that address societal challenges such as climate change, human health, food and water security, and disaster risk reduction effectively and adaptively, simultaneously providing human well-being and biodiversity benefits[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Nature-based Solutions | IUCN ; Climate Explainer: Nature-Based Solutions] 

Natural Flood Management: Natural flood management (NFM) uses natural processes to reduce the risk of flooding. These measures protect, restore, and mimic the natural functions of catchments, floodplains and the coast to slow and store water and dissipate wave energy. NFM measures can include: soil and land management; river and floodplain management; woodland management; run-off management; coast and estuary management[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Natural flood management programme prospectus - GOV.UK] 

Nature-friendly farming: There is no one definition but this broadly covers farming practises which have a positive impact on nature, whilst producing nutrient rich food. Types of nature-friendly farming include regenerative agriculture, agro-ecology, silvo-pasture, permaculture and organic farming. 
	On Exmoor, the opportunities for nature friendly farming are varied and many are already being used. This includes low input, high quality output, regenerative systems, improved soil management, hardy livestock breeding and selection, improving conditions for nature both within fields and in the uncropped areas around them, avoiding artificial inputs such as pesticides and fertilisers, allowing areas to be ʻroughened upʼ, letting hedgerows grow up and other positive management that works well for wildlife, minimal cultivations, creating field margins for pollinators, allowing scrub and trees to establish and protecting riparian corridors. It could also involve developing wood pasture systems. Extensive grassland farming systems can also protect other elements of natural capital such as healthy soils and peatbogs that lock up carbon, hold back water to reduce flood risk, and provide clean water.
Nature recovery opportunity areas: Areas where land will be given space to regenerate into a more natural state. Rivers and their catchments will be managed sensitively, allowing time and space for natural processes to take their course and wildlife to establish or return. Large herbivorous animals, such as livestock and Exmoor ponies will ensure these landscapes are in a state which is diverse and constantly changing. These landscapes will be producing other high quality public goods which are the National Parkʼs life support systems ‒ clean air, fresh water, and productive, healthy soils. There will be space to take a harvest of key products such as timber and also high-quality meat from livestock. 
Priority habitats and species: these are of particular importance for nature conservation and are included in the England Biodiversity List published under section 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006. A full list of priority habitats and species can be found on Gov.uk. Exmoor has 29 priority habitats and over 200 priority species. These are listed in the Exmoor Wildlife Research and Monitoring Framework.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Exmoor Wildlife Monitoring and Research Framework ] 

Regenerative agriculture:  There is no one definition of regenerative agriculture, but it is broadly understood to mean restoring and enhancing soil health, which will also benefit biodiversity, restore well-functioning water cycles, adapt to and mitigate climate change, and increase economic profitability. Regenerative agriculture is also used as a term describing nature-friendly farming. Recent guidance from the Advertising Standards Agency[footnoteRef:8] sets out that regenerative farming typically involves some mix of the following farming practices: [8:  Sowing the seeds of compliance: communicate your regenerative farming initiatives with confidence - ASA | CAP] 

· Limiting soil disturbance
· Maintaining year-round soil cover
· Promoting biodiversity and crop rotations
· Keeping living roots in the soil
· Integrating livestock and arable systems
	Not all ‘regenerative farmers’ will necessarily employ all of these practices, and nor does their use provide any guarantee of soil or nature restoration. Ultimately, regenerative farming is coalesced around both key actions taken (as outlined above), but also key outcomes, which go beyond agricultural productivity alone and encompass consideration of other natural resources and public goods such as biodiversity and water quality. 
Regenerative tourism: an approach that is moving from a position of tourism ‘doing less harm’ to ‘helping give back more than it takes’. The National Parks have collectively set out a new vision for regenerative tourism[footnoteRef:9]. The aim is to champion and support tourism development that contributes to the enhancement and regeneration of the places and communities in which it operates. As well as supporting tourism activity that helps reduce carbon emissions and increases nature recovery, while ensuring National Parks are relevant to everyone’s needs. [9:  UK National Parks set out new vision for regenerative tourism - National Parks] 

Relevant authorities: include all levels of government and includes government agencies and ministers. Statutory undertakers (companies who have been given statutory powers to carry out certain public works or services) such as water companies, utilities, telecommunications, are also covered by the duty.
Strategic Environmental Assessment: The Partnership Plan is subject to Regulations for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) to ensure that potential environmental effects are given full consideration alongside social and economic issues. The SEA process informs plan-making by assessing developing elements of the plan, evaluating and describing the likely significant effects of implementing the plan, and suggesting possibilities for mitigating significant adverse effects and enhancing positive effects
Sites of Special Scientific Interest: These are the UK’s best wildlife and geological sites. They cover a range of important wildlife habitats and species such as woodlands, rivers, heathland, peat bogs, flower-rich meadows, exposed cliffs and shingle beaches, and saltmarsh. They are notified and protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 in England and Wales. Many of these sites are also designated as National Nature reserves, Special Areas of Conservation under other pieces of legislation and so may have multiple layers of protection for their conservation interest.
Special Areas of Conservation:[footnoteRef:10] These are protected areas in the UK designated under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended) in England and Wales and form part of the UK's national site network of important high-quality conservation sites that will make a significant contribution to conserving the habitats and species identified in the European Habitats Directive[footnoteRef:11]. [10:  Special Areas of Conservation | JNCC - Adviser to Government on Nature Conservation]  [11:  European Council Directive 92/43/EEC ] 

